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INTRODUCTION 


THE PROGRAM 


The American Accent Guide, Second Edition, is a complete book and audio instructional 
program on the sound system of American English. This program provides compre- 
hensive instruction on the intonation, stress, and rhythm of American English as 
well as on pronunciation of the speech sounds. The interactive approach makes the 
instruction engaging and efficient. 


The American Accent Guide consists of a manual and eight hours of easy-to-follow audio 
instruction, along with additional exercises and practice word lists. 


APPLICATION 


The approaches and techniques used in The American Accent Guide have proven effective 
over the past 15 years with non-native students of many language backgrounds who 
speak English at low intermediate to advanced levels. 


The American Accent Guide can be used by individuals as a self-study program, and by 
speech-language pathologists and ESL teachers as a main instructional resource. 
It has been successfully used with individuals or with groups of same or of mixed 
language backgrounds. 


THE PREMISE 


The American Accent Guide is based on the premise that improving speech and 
communication in anew language is more efficient if the student gains an understanding 
of the sound system of that language while practicing new skills. 


In the process of learning to identify and apply new sounds and voice patterns, the 
student also attains improved comprehension of the language as it is spoken. 
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THE DIALECT 


The dialect referred to by many as Standard American English is the model for 
this program. This dialect is used widely in the United States as well as in parts 
of Canada. As the preferred standard of communication, it is also known as 
“broadcaster English.” 


Exercises in The American Accent Guide reflect the communication style of American 
culture, and they typify the use of language in everyday social and professional 
situations. 


The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 


For the non-native speaker, a difficult part of learning how to speak English well is 
a result of written spellings. While there are 41 speech sounds in American English, 
there are only 26 letters to represent them. This Program uses the International 
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), a system that provides a symbol for each English vowel 
and consonant sound. Several dictionaries featuring IPA symbols are now available 
at bookstores. It is recommended that each student obtain one for personal use. 


THE APPROACH 
Interactive 


Students participate in a variety of exercises. These involve listening and repeating, 
listening and responding, and many types of interactions utilizing analogies, 
synonyms, paraphrasing, and verbal exchanges. 


Exercises lend themselves to interaction between teacher and student or student 
and student. 


Integrative 


An integrative approach makes The American Accent Guide compact. It gives continuity 
to instruction and makes every lesson widely applicable to students of all language 
backgrounds. 


While each section is complete in itself, the lessons address subject matter from 
previous sections, i.e., 


. Word Stress — Practice words in most lessons are grouped 
according to their stress patterns in order to facilitate using 
proper word stress. 


. Linking — Lessons on consonants show how to link sounds 
in order to facilitate English rhythm. 








Various lessons facilitate improved grammar and vocabulary, e.g., 


* Grammar and Usage 


The section on Rhythm includes a lesson on the pronun- 
ciation and use of articles a, an, and the and reviews the 
underlying rules for their use. 


The section on Consonants addresses pronunciation and 
usage of suffixes and provides repeated practice of the 
suffixes -ed , -s, -es, and -s. 


- Vocabulary 


Exercises using synonyms, antonyms, and paraphrasing 
are designed to help the student learn new vocabulary. 


THE LAYOUT 


The book is divided into eight sections, each with its own numbering sequence and a 
corresponding CD. 


Following is a summary of sections in The American Accent Guide: 


Section 1 AN OVERVIEW OF AMERICAN ENGLISH SPEECH PATTERNS 


The overview shows how stress, intonation, and rhythm work together to create the 
voice patterns of the English dialect that is standard in North America. It illustrates the 
key role that vowel sounds have in stressed and in unstressed segments. 


Section 2 THE AMERICAN ENGLISH VOWELS 


Because of their impact on intelligibility and their role in stress and in rhythm, vowel 
sounds are addressed early in the program. A lesson on each of the 17 simple vowels 
and diphthongs gives attention to the varying lengths of the sounds based on the 
different contexts in which they normally occur. 


Exercises contrast sounds that are often confused by learners of English, and brief 
probes survey the student’s ability to differentiate between these sounds. 


Section 3_ WORD STRESS 


Lessons demonstrate the correlation between grammatical function and stress patterns 
of various word types, including compound words and two-part verbs. They show 
how the suffix can determine which syllable is given primary stress, and they feature 
exercises that compare and contrast word stress patterns. 
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Section 4 THE RHYTHM OF AMERICAN ENGLISH 


The student is shown how to identify and apply new rhythm patterns. Focus is 
given to common reduced forms of function words and to colloquialisms that 
give the American English dialect its characteristic rhythm. 


Sections 5,6 & 7 THE AMERICAN ENGLISH CONSONANTS 


A lesson on each of the English consonants addresses variations of the sounds. 
Sounds that occur frequently and are commonly difficult for the non-native 
speakers, such as, /, 7, and th, are given greater focus. 


Exercises contrast sounds often confused by learners of English, and they help to 
survey the student’s ability to differentiate between sounds that are similar. 


Main focus is given to consonant sounds at ends of words, the context most 
commonly difficult for non-native speakers. The contrasts between voiceless and 
voiced endings are addressed, for example: hat versus bad; Jack versus lag, 


Particular attention is given to articulation of consonant blends and clusters. 
Contrasting voiced-voiceless endings that include suffixes (-ed and —s as in backed 
= kt, bagged = gd; backs = ks, bags - gz) are practiced repeatedly. 


Section 8 MORE ON INTONATION AND STRESS 





Lessons introduce more patterns of intonation and stress and the underly- 
ing meanings they convey. Attention is given to the use of pauses and pitch 
inflections that serve to emphasize and clarify meaning. Exercises include longer, 
more complex sentences, and conclude with paragraphs. 
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Suggestions 
for the Student 


Before you begin to work on speaking English more clearly, here are some hints to 
help you get started: 


® Set your goals and establish your priorities 


Try to identify what you want to improve and determine how much effort you 
want to put against your goals. Work on as many goals at one time as you find 
comfortable. For example, focus on a single pattern that is quite difficult for you 
or on several that are relatively easy. 


* Practice Faithfully 


Make a commitment to practice daily and repeat each lesson as often as is 
necessary. Give yourself the practice time to do the job. It has been our experience 
that it takes at least three hours per week to make steady improvement in pro- 
nunciation. Language is an art, and it is the most complex of human behaviors 
— so there is no quick and easy way to master speaking a new language clearly. 
It does take dedicated practice and persistence. 


As you learn to interpret and apply new speech sounds, you may achieve the 
additional benefits of improved comprehension of spoken English and improved 
English grammar, particularly in using articles and suffixes. This can also help 
you become better aware of correct English spellings, particularly at ends of 
words. 


® Focus on Good Listening 


Increase your awareness of English pronunciation by focusing on the speech 
sounds and patterns of the spoken language as you listen to The American Accent 
Guide. 


Remember that listening, not reading, is the key to learning English pronuncia- 
tion. It is recommended that you use the book along with the audio instruction 
at least the first time you study a section. Then practice again and again relying 
primarily on the audio instruction. 


Listen to all of the American English conversational speech that you can. American 
movies and television programs are also good ways to focus on American English 
speech. 














XV 





The comprehensive American Accent Guide 


*Relax, relax 


New speech postures will feel unnatural at first. Learn to relax, because 
unnecessary tension can interfere with your speech movements. Try not to 
tighten the muscles in your throat, your jaw, or your face. Whatever tension you 
need to speak English is focused only in the tongue and the lips. 


Proper breathing is important in order to relax and to speak effectively. Avoid 
holding your breath when you feel nervous. Allow each breath to flow deeply 
and smoothly. You can practice proper breathing by closing your eyes and 
relaxing as you focus entirely on your breathing. Feel each breath flow past your 
throat into your abdomen and out again. On a daily basis, practice meditation 
or another relaxation technique that will improve your concentration for speech 
and will promote good breathing practice. 


Allow yourself to yawn and experience the feeling of openness in the throat 
area. An open, relaxed posture in the back of the mouth and throat is essential 
for achieving the proper sound for English speech. 


Record Your Own Speech Frequently 


Often you are not aware of how you are speaking a language until you hear 
your own voice played back to you. Use a tape recorder to practice as you work 
on those sounds, words, and concepts with which you are having the most 
difficulty. This will allow you to track your progress and see the improvement 
you are making. As you do this, you will gain confidence in your ability to 
produce with ease new sounds and patterns. This experience will provide you 
with enormous encouragement to continue practicing. 


Take Every Opportunity to Converse in English 


To attain mastery of English speech requires that you also involve yourself as 
often as you can in situations where you speak English. The more you engage 
in English conversation, the better chance you have to improve your English 
speech. It will be especially helpful to converse with others who speak Ameri- 
can English. 
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Familiarize yourself with the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 


In English, there are 41 speech sounds, represented by 26 letter symbols. Each 
letter represents more than one sound. In addition, many of the sounds are spelled 
more than one way. 


To alleviate confusion with English spellings The American Accent Guide uses the 
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), a system that provides one symbol for each 
sound. The IPA symbols will help you to identify more easily the individual sounds 
of American English. Remember to focus on sound rather than on spelling and to 
use the IPA symbols to identify the individual sounds. As a sound is addressed in 
a lesson, practice writing its symbol. 


Various dictionaries featuring [PA symbols are now available at bookstores. It is 
recommended that you obtain one for personal use. 


* Facial Expressions and Gestures 


All communication has non-verbal aspects. You can see how speakers of a language 
in a culture use facial expression and gestures as part of their communication. 
Become aware of how speakers of American English use these in conjunction with 
voice patterns to convey underlying meaning. Note how facial expression and/or 
gestures often accompany words that are stressed for emphasis. 


As a part of learning English, pursue information on non-speech aspects of 
communication as used by speakers of the language. There is increasingly 
more literature and other resources available on the non-speech aspects of 
communication. You can also increase your insights through watching movies and 
television. If you can, videotape yourself conversing or delivering a speech, and 
make notice of how you use non-speech aspects in your expression. Anyone who 
wishes to become a better speaker could benefit from observing him- or herself in 
this manner. 


* Use a mirror to learn new speech movements and postures 


A mirror can help you as you practice new articulation movements and 
postures, such as learning to place your tongue for the “th” sound, or 
learning to round or retract your lips for a vowel sound. It is important 
that you be aware of visible speech movements and postures required 
to produce sounds correctly. These movements and postures also 
provide the listener visual cues when you communicate in person. 
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Train your Muscles for Speech 


The use of muscles for speech varies from one language to another. Learning 
to speak a new language usually requires learning to position your mouth and 
tongue in new ways and training new muscles. Some vowel sounds in American 
English require rounding the lips and some require retracting them. It may be 
that you will need to achieve greater flexibility as well in tongue movement in 
order to speak the sounds of American English. 


At right are tongue postures that are used in English speech. These postures 
can be difficult for many non-native speakers. To train them, practice in front of 
a mirror. Use your fingers and a spoon if necessary to help you position your 
tongue as shown 


tongue spread tongue narrowed 


Be Aware of Your Voice 


Become aware of how you use your voice as you learn new intonation patterns. 
Voice originates in the larynx, which is commonly referred to as “the voice box.” 
The larynx, houses the vocal cords and is located in the throat area. To feel the 
vocal cords vibrate as you speak, place your fingers on your throat. Sing or hum 
different tones and you will feel the larynx vibrate higher in the throat for higher- 
pitched tones and lower for lower-pitched tones. 


Incorporate New Sounds Gradually into Your Conversational Speech 


Incorporating a new sound or speech pattern with ease into your conversational 
speech is usually a gradual process. Begin by using the new sound or pattern 
during short periods of conversational speech (perhaps five minutes) a few times 
a day to increasingly longer periods until you can use it effortlessly. 





Explanatory Notes 





e Inthe audio instruction, some consonants are referred to by their sound, 
others by their spelling. This is because some sounds when produced by 
themselves, cannot be heard clearly on a recording. 


e Different words that have identical pronunciation, are written together, 
separated by slash marks. For example, 
cite/sight/site. 


¢ In word exercises, most words are grouped according to their stress 
pattern, as in the following examples: 


day many about important 
time minute today accounting 


LISTEN — This icon appears where audio instruction begins on a 
lesson. 


law 
READ ONLY - This icon appears when information is provided in writ- 
LU) ing only. 


A shaded box contains information that is 
not included in the audio instruction. Stop 
the audio to read the contents. 





SHADOW THE SPEAKER 


A box with a shadow invites you to shadow the 
speaker. This means, read along and follow as 
tortor js erst ous, closely as you can the voice and speech patterns 


ALINE ght loret Mini, chees: 


EA et ea of the speaker. 


Traveting = ncenbiedty nes of Da mast 
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Glossary 
Airflow: The breathed air used in speech. 
Aspiration: The audible rush of air produced with some voiceless consonants. 


Articulators; The structures that produce the speech sounds. 
Articulation: The production of speech sounds. 
Carryover: The process of applying newly-learned patterns in conversational speech, 


Continuant: — A linguistic classification for sounds that are produced with a continuous 
air flow. 


Diphthong: A vowel produced as the articulators move from one place to another. 
Final position: The occurrence of a sound at the end of a word. 

Intelligibility: | Speech clarity; the degree to which speech is understandable. 
Intonation: The changes in voice during speech. 

Inflection: The changes in pitch on intonation. 

Initial position: The occurrence of a sound in the beginning of a word. 


Larynx: The structure that contains the vocal cords. These vibrate the airflow to 
produce voice. The larynx is sometimes referred to as the “voice box.” 


Linking: The airflow is held on one sound and released on the next sound. 


Linking connects sounds between adjacent words and thereby gives 
flow to speech. 


Middle position: The occurrence of a sound in the middle of a word. 


Pitch: This term, usually associated with musical notes, refers in this course 
to the voice tones in speech. 


Reduced forms: The simplification of sounds or words. 


Stress: The accent given a specific syllable by increasing its loudness and length, 
and changing its pitch. 


Utterance: Any verbal expression. 
Voiced consonant: A consonant sound produced as the vocal cords vibrate. 


Voiceless consonant: A consonant sound produced without the use of voice. 





XX 


An OVERVIEW 
of AMERICAN ENGLISH 
SPEECH PATTERNS 





y~ This overview gives main focus to the vocal patterns of standard American 


; 


English speech. We want to show you how intonation, stress, and rhythm work 
together and with the individual sounds, particularly the vowel sounds, to create 
the English dialect that is considered standard in America and is also spoken 
widely in parts of Canada. 


INTONATION AND STRESS 


In verbal communication, we do not express ourselves with words alone. In 
addition to our facial expressions, gestures, and other body movements, our 
vocal patterns add underlying meaning to what we say. One sentence can, 
therefore, have a variety of meanings depending on how it is expressed. 


Each language has its own basic vocal patterns and ways in which these 
are modified to convey underlying meaning. To communicate clearly and 
effectively in a new language, it is, therefore, important to learn to apply the 
vocal patterns used by speakers of that language. 


INTONATION 


Intonation is simply how we use and change our voice. As we speak, the pitch 
tones in our voices change in a way that is similar to when we sing. These 
changes are called pitch inflections. 


Bem ee a a a a a a a a a a a a ne a ee ee ee 
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STRESS 


In English speech, intonation works together with stress to make certain parts in a 
message clearer and more distinct. Stress is given to a word by accentuating certain 
syllables. Normally, one syllable is accentuated more strongly than others. This is, 
therefore, the syllable with primary stress. Other stressed syllables are given second- 
ary stress. 


A stressed syllable is spoken longer and louder and with higher pitch. The vowel 
within a stressed syllable is pronounced fully. An unstressed syllable, on the other 
hand, is spoken shorter and quicker, making the vowel reduced. 


THE SYLLABLE 


PRIMARY STRESS 
VOWEL PRONOUNCED FULLY es 


SECONDARY STRESS 


VOWEL REDUCED ———~ unstressed syllable . 


pitch and loudness 


length of vowel - 


As a result of reductions made to stressed syllables, most vowels in these syllables 
are pronounced as the schwa, /a/, as in, condition or available. This vowel is 
represented by a symbol that looks like an upside-down e. This is a symbol of the 
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). The schwa is the shortest and simplest sound 
in English speech, and it is the sound most frequently used. Other vowels used often 
in unstressed syllables are the vowel /1/, as in citizen, and /ar/ as in other, 


AT THE WORD LEVEL 


Within a word, pitch rises to its highest level on the syllable with primary stress. 
From there, it falls, or it rises more. This inflection in pitch is made as a step or as a 
glide. Following are examples: 


+ STEP INFLECTION - Pitch steps down from the stressed syllable onto an 
unstressed syllable. Listen to examples spoken with a falling inflection. 


simple amazing accurate impossible 





Overview 


Now listen to the same words spoken with rising inflection. 


. . 





simple amazing accurate impossible 


GLIDING INFLECTION - Pitch glides on the syllable with primary stress when the word 
consists of one syllable, or when that syllable ends a word. Listen to examples with 
falling inflection: 


x an =. 
now agreed guaranteed 


Now listen to the same words with a rising inflection. 


Lt + at ="st of 


now agreed guaranteed 


Repeat the following words using a falling inflection: 


\ me =e 


money correct expensive animal 
never enough forever customer 
open today tomorrow manager 
application responsibility qualification 
demonstration 

obligation 


Repeat the following using a rising inflection: 


= es _— 


never today forever 
obligation responsibility qualification 
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BEYOND THE WORD LEVEL 


In phrases or in sentences, only certain words are normally given stress. These are 
the words classified as content words, because they contain most of the information 
in a message. 


Content words are nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. Words that are normally 
not stressed are classified as function words. 


Function words serve more to provide the grammar structure that connects content 
words into phrases and sentences. Function words include articles, conjunctions, 
pronouns, and prepositions. 


Listen to the following sentence: 


CONTENT WORDS FUNCTION WORDS 


The TIME is NOW. TIME NOW the, is 


As you can see, content words carry the meaning in a message. Listen to another example: 


CONTENT WORDS FUNCTION WORDS 


WHERE are ALL the PEOple? WHERE ALL PEOple are, the 


Are function words used in your native language? If they are not, you may have 
difficulty applying them in your English speech. You may also have difficulty hearing 
some function words as they are spoken in English, because they are normally reduced 
and are thereby spoken quickly. 


a 


Overview 


FALLING AND RISING INFLECTION 


Final inflection, which is the pitch change at the end of an utterance, has underlying 
meaning. Generally, in connected speech a fall in pitch indicates that the speaker has 
finished a thought, while a rise in pitch indicates that the speaker intends to continue 
on the thought. Listen to examples: 


~ 


I know what you mean. 


at sy 


I know what you mean, but I don’t agree. 


Questions are spoken with either a falling or rising inflection. 





Wh- Questions, which are those that begin The Question Words are: 
with question words such as who, what, or what, when, where, which, who, 
when, are normally spoken with a falling whom, why & how 


inflection, as in: 
rh a 


Who called? What's new? 





Repeat the following: 


* a 


Who is that? What is it called? 
When does it start? Where is it? 

Why not? Which way? 

How come? How did you do that? 


Yes/No Questions, which are those that request a yes or a mo response, are normally 
spoken with a rising inflection. Listen: 


A J 


Is that right? Can you join me? 


Repeat the following: 


y ) 


Are you ready? Should | call? 
Will you be there? Would that be okay? 
Do you think so? Did you check your e-mail? 








wn 





_— 


The CompreHensive American Accent Guide 
PRIMARY STRESS AND FINAL INFLECTION 


In phrases and in sentences, primary stress is normally placed on the last content word, 
and that is where final inflection occurs. In the following sets of sentences, the first ends 
with a content word, and the second ends with one or more function words. Listen to an 


example: 
r i f Fi 
e e e n 
What did you think? VERB 
What did you think of it? Preposition, Pronoun 


Repeat the following sets to contrast their final inflection patterns. 


e e 
Did you notice? VERB 
Did you notice her? Pronoun 
a ° e e 
We were familiar; * ° ADJECTIVE 
We were familiar: with it. Preposition, Pronoun 
e 7 e e oO 
I waited patiently: ° ° ADVERB 
I waited patiently ‘for them. Preposition, Pronoun 
na —_ : e e 
ee o 
Is it good enough? ADVERB 
Is it good enoughifor you? Preposition, Pronoun 
= e © 
e e + e j 
Did you show the notebook? NOUN - (compound word) 


Did you show the notebook to her? —Preposition, Pronoun 








Overview 





STRESS FOR EMPHASIS 


While primary stress is normally placed on the last content word of an utterance, in 

everyday speaking situations intonation and stress work together in a flexible manner 
; to convey underlying meaning. Stress is shifted in a sentence to emphasize the words 
that mean more specifically what the speaker wishes to express. Listen to an example 
spoken first with normal stress. 





Sam called last night. 


Now listen to the sentence spoken with shifted stress. 


Has anyone called? Sam called last night. 


To communicate a distinction between what the listener expects and what you mean, 
you can shift stress to call attention to the distinction, as in the following response: 


Sam must have called tonight. No, Sam called last night. 


Stress can also be shifted within a word for clarification, as in the following: 


| understand the people there are unfriendly. 
Some are unfriendly, but most are friendly. 


Stress for Emphasis and Final Inflection 


When primary stress is shifted in a phrase or in a sentence, final inflection also shifts. 
Listen to an example with falling inflection. 


a - ) 


We are interested. We are interested. We are interested. 


Now listen to an example with rising inflection: 


Pe A 2 


Are you interested? Are you interested? Are you interested? 


Repeat examples with falling inflection: 


? * >) 


This is correct. ........... This iS correct. ........... This is correct. 
They are special. ........... They are special. .......... They are special. 
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Repeat examples with rising inflection: 


ai J 9 


Is this correct? ........... Is this correct? ........... Is this correct? 
Do you agree? ........... Do you agree? ...,........ Do you agree? 


RHYTHM 


Rhythm in speech results from the timing in connected segments. This rhythm 
can be compared to the timing in drumbeats. English syllables, for example, are 
like long and short beats, with stressed syllables spoken longer and stronger, and 
unstressed syllables spoken quicker and lighter. 


Function words are normally unstressed and therefore are often spoken with the 
same timing as unstressed syllables. Following are pairs of words and phrases, 
for example, that usually sound identical in connected speech. Listen: 


a — "7 


announce — an ounce arresting - are resting 
offense —- a fence as sorted - assorted, 


In each of the following sets, the items have the same timing. Listen: 


>) >) — a. 


e . . ee. . *. 


today - The day. 


Repeat the following: 


\ 


entertain 
They’re the same. 


x = 


introduce 
What’s the use? 


available - It’s capable. 


entertaining 
Who is waiting? 


introducing 
We are choosing. 





organization 


Where is the station? 


organizational 
What did you make of it? 





Overview 


Now listen to sentences and phrases with matching stress and rhythm. 


Absolutely true! Extremely careful. 
That’s completely false! I can’t remember. 
What on earth is that! Do not forget it. 





Repeat the following with matching stress and rhythm patterns. 


Terribly difficult. Absolutely ridiculous! 

Where did you look for it? I had nothing to do with it! 

Why can’t you wait for me? That is not what I’m looking for! 
Reductions 


Besides reductions to unstressed syllables, other reductions are made to sounds or 
words in connected speech which also influence its rhythm. (These reductions are 
addressed in Section 4 of this Program.) 


For example: 


going to > “gonna” want to-> “wanna” 


Linking 
Rhythm is also affected by the ways in which words are connected in running speech. 
In English, words are linked in the following ways: 


e Often, the end of a word is pronounced as though it might begin 
the next word. For example: 


V 


found it found_ it. 


talked all day > talked_all_ day. 


¢ Two adjoining consonants that are identical are produced as one. 
For example: 


What time? > What_ time? 


Keep pace. > Keep__pace. 
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PRACTICING RHYTHM AND STRESS 
Practice rhythm as well as stress for emphasis in the following phrases. Each set 


of phrases has matching rhythm and stress. The first is spoken with normal stress 
and the second with stress for emphasis. Listen to an example: 


It’s obvious. ... It’s clear to me. It’s Obvious! ... It’s clear to me! 


Now repeat the following: 


I'm positive. I'msure of it. wo. I'm positive! I'm sure of it! 
Careful. WATCH TES cecace tha cebtees dangdesesty Careful! Watch it! 

I'm thankful. I thank you. ........0..02 I'm thankful! | thank you! 
Correct. You're right. oo... eee correct! You're right! 
Impossible. This can’t beit. oe. Impossible! This can’t be it! 


Conversational Exercise: 


Focus on the patterns of stress, intonation and rhythm as you listen to the following 
dialogue. 


Excuse me, are you the corRECT person to talk with to make reservations 
for dinner tonight? 

Yes. That's MY responsibility. 
Do you have anything open for 7:30 p.m.? 


Let me open the reservation book and check RIGHT away, 
Now...let's see. That's 7:30 p.m. tonight, corRECT? 


That's the right time. 


Oh, and that's for TWO people? aGREED? 


Well, let me corrECT you on that. It's actually for two COUPles. 


Yes. It seems that we DO have something open 
for FOUR at that time. 


That's aMAZing! I thought getting reservations now would be imPOSsi- 





I'm glad we had something open. Thanks for calling. 


Knowing how to apply the proper voice patterns of intonation, stress, and rhythm 
is key to speaking English clearly and effectively. As you listen to the speakers 
in the audio instruction in this Program, give attention to how these components 
work together and with the individual sounds to produce the English dialect that is 
standard in North America. 





THE ENGLISH VOWELS 


| aa INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH VOWELS 


A vowel is the sound that connects consonants together to create speech. There 
are two basic vowel types. 


* The Simple Vowels are produced with the tongue, the jaw, and 
the lips in one position. 


* The Diphthongs are produced with the tongue, the jaw, and the 
lips moving from one position to another. 


THE IPA SYMBOLS FOR VOWELS 


There are 12 simple vowels and 5 diphthongs in English, but there are only five letters to 
represent them. These are: a, e, i, o and uv. Therefore, each letter represents more than 
one sound. And each sound is spelled more than one way. The International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA) alleviates the confusion with English spellings by providing one symbol for 


each sound. 


IPA Symbol 

lil 
/1/ 
/e1/* 
/e/ 

/ee/ 
/a/ 
/o/ 

\ /ou/* 

/u/ 
/u/ 
/a/ 
/a/ 
/ar/ 
/ar/ 
/at/* 
/au/* 
/ox/* 


* These are diphthongs. 


Asin: 
eat 

it 

ate 
end 
at 

on 
old 
own 
put 
soon 
oven 
oven 
mother 
her 
l/eye 
how 
toy 


Spellings: 

ea, ee, &, le, el, 1, CO, O&, UaY, ae, y 
i, €, u, ee, U, Y, el 

a, €, al, ay, ei, ey, ea, ue, ee, au, a_e, et 
e, ue, ea, a, ie, al 

a, ai 

a, ea, 0, AW, OW, au, Oa 

0, a, OU, Oa, AW, OW 

0, 04, OW, OC, OU, EAU, OO, aU, Oe 
0, 00, U, OU 

U, Ue, EW, 0, OU, Oe, Ui, Wo, U_e 

a, U, Oi, U, ei, ai, €, 1, OO, 0, e 

la, ah, oe, u 

ur, eT, OF, ar, ure, yr, Oar 

ur, er, ir, ear, Or, our 

i, y, Uy, ei, eye, Ui, i_e 

ou, OW, au 

01, Oy 
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PRODUCTION AND CLASSIFICATION OF VOWELS 


LL] The voiced airflow is shaped by the tongue, the jaw, and the lips to form vowels. 
These sounds are classified based on the position of the tongue in relation to the 
dimensions of the mouth, ranging from front to back and from high to low. 


The jaw ranges in position from The lips are retracted for vowels that are produced 
high to low, aligned with the tongue. high and in front, and they are rounded for vowels 
produced high and in back. They remain neutral for 


other sounds. 
oe e 
/ ie 
e 
Tongue/Jaw Lip Tongue Fag 


Position Posture Tenseness 


NN 




















High Retracted lense Pe CENT) Treas Lip 
High Siightly retracted lax ee _——— enenees._—_ Poshite 

Mid becoming Neutral becoming lax becoming ‘e- Tense Rounded 
high retracted tense 


Lax Rounded 





= a = Lax becoming Rounded becoming 
Tense more rounded 
Low Neutral lax Lax Slightly rounded 


* — The lips are neutral for vowels /ar/, /a/, and /al . Lax Neutral 


** These are dipthongs. The other dipthongs are: /ar/, /au/, and /ox/\ 


The Tongue 


CENTER 


MIDLINE 





2.2 


Vowels 





LENGTHS OF VOWELS 


English vowels vary in length. Some are referred to as long vowels and 
others are referred to as short vowels. The length of a vowel is additionally 
influenced as follows: 


® A vowel in a stressed syllable is longer than a vowel 
in an unstressed syllable. 


finish winning 





@ An open vowel (one that ends a word) is longer than a 
closed vowel (one that is followed by a consonant). 


Open vowels Closed vowels 
me mean 
may main 


@ A closed vowel is longer when it is followed by a 
voiced consonant than when it is followed by a 
voiceless consonant. 


ad — at bead — beat 


(The difference between voiced and voiceless consonants is explained on page 5.3.) 





‘ View your jaw and lip movements : 
: as you practice new vowel sounds. : 
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THE ENGLISH VOWELS 


\ Each lesson on a simple vowel or diphthong demonstrates how that sound may vary 
, in duration. The sound is shortest when followed by a voiceless consonant and longest 
when it ends a word. Listen to words with the sounds /i/ and /et/ as examples. 


Vowel + Vowel + Vowel + 
Voiceless Consonant Voiced Consonant No Consonant 
lil DOAK . Uasvprvsncanusssese HEAdH  . .ciaseniaaars be/bee 
/e1/ SARE sides pasacetety res SAVE kee seen eee say 








THE SIMPLE VOWELS 


eee _ 


lips remain neutral, 





THE SCHWA VOWEL 


The schwa is the shortest, the most simple, and the most frequent sound in English 
speech. The schwa vowel requires no movement of the tongue, the jaw, or the lips; 
and there is no visible face movement. The sound is felt only at the larynx as a 
short, voiced sound. 


There are two versions of the schwa: one stressed and one unstressed. 











Vowels 


TO PRODUCE: Keep your tongue 
A relaxed in a central position. The 
lips remain neutral. 





THE STRESSED SCHWA 


This sound is used in stressed syllables. Listen: 


but/butt bud cup cub hunt hum 
/bat/ /bad/ ‘kap/  /kab/ /hant/ — /harm/ 


Notice how the consonant after the vowel affects the vowel’s length. 


Practice the stressed schwa. Repeat: 


mutt — mud nut — none/nun 
tuck — tug runt — run 


/a/ -THE UNSTRESSED SCHWA 


This sound is used in unstressed syllables. The following words contain both the 
stressed and the unstressed schwa. Listen: 








la, al /a.al Ja.al 
above sudden trouble 


Repeat these words: 


>) \ < 


adult conduct cousin 
adjust enough husband 
among result oven 


SYNONYMS — Practice the schwa vowel, stressed and unstressed, in synonyms. After you 


hear A and B, repeat B. 
A B A B 
carpet rug allow for budget 
confidence trust a pair a couple 


difficulty trouble 
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After you hear A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
amount __ ss sum fortune ___ luck 
amusement _____ fun haste =—— ifush 
finished ____ done 








Listen: 


beat/beet bead  be/bee feet/fete feed fee 


Practice the vowel /i/ as you focus on length. Repeat: 


keep — keen — key seek — seam/seem — sea/see 
neat — need — knee teach — team — tea/tee 


The following words contain both the vowel /i/ and the schwa. Repeat: 


li, al li, al /a, i /a,i] 


= = * \ 


decent reason appeal complete 
even recent appear machine 
evil season believe police 
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Vowels 


‘TO PRODUCE: With your lips. 

I retracted very slightly, raise 
your tongue mid-high in front 
so that its sides touch the 
upper side teeth. Keep the 
tongue relaxed. 


To find the right placement for 
/1/, move your tongue between 
vowels /i/ and /a/. 





This vowel occurs frequently in English speech. It is a new sound for many non-native 
speakers of the language. Listen: 


hit hid lit lid wit win 


Practice /1/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 


it in hint him mitt mid sit sin 


SYNONYMS - Practice the vowel /1/ in synonyms. After you hear A, and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
boundary _ limit occupied busy 
danger risk terminate — finish 


large big intimidate _ inhibit 


This time after you hear A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
excavate dig smooch kiss 
strike hit wealthy rich 
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Contrast: /i/ — /1/ 





Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear 


one word again. Which is it? 


deed did__ 


Answers: deed fit hit 


feet fit__ 


heat hit __ 


Practice words and sentences with both vowels /i/ and /1/. Repeat, and listen again 


to the sentence each time. 


bean — been 
is — ease 
sit — seat 
did — deed 
will — wheel 
fit — feet 
it — eat 


The bean has been planted. %® 
It is done with ease. 

Let’s sit in that seat. 

Who did that deed? 

I will turn the wheel. 

Will they fit your feet? 

It will not eat. 


Practice alternating between vowels /1/ and /i/ in sentences. Feel your tongue relax 


for /1/ and tense for /i/. Repeat: 


He did eat it. 


Et Gay 
He will meet his niece. /i, 1, i, 1, i/ 
Did she give me this? /1, i, 1, i, 1/ 


He will need his jeans. —_/i, 1, i, 1, i/ 
Steve will leave it clean. /i, 1, i, 1, i/ 
Will he fill these bins? xT eas 


ANTONYMS - Practice contrasting vowels /1/and /i/ in antonyms. After you hear A, 
select its antonym in B. You will hear a model after. 


A B 

arrive _____live/leave 
didnt ___ did/deed 
poor ___ rich/reach 


Answers: arrive - leave 
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didn’t - did 


A B 
head fit/feet 
die live/leave 
unfit fit/feet 
poor - rich head - feet die -live unfit - fit 





Contrast: /1/ — /a/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will 
hear one word again. Which is it? 


been __ bun him hum sin —s son/sun 





Answers: been him sin 


Repeat these words and sentences. Listen again to the sentence each time. 


big — bug How big is the bug? ® 
him —hum_ I heard him sing and hum. 
win-—one Win that one. 

tin — ton The tin weighs a ton. 


Practice words with both vowels /1/ and /a/. Repeat: 


/a,1/ /r,a/ 

° * ° 
admit minute 
commit timid 
unfit women 





Listen: 


bent bend debt dead let led 
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Practice the vowel /e/ as you focus on vowel length. Repeat: 
meant — mend spent — spend 
pet — pen went — wed 


SYNONYMS — Practice the sound /¢/ in synonyms. After you hear A, you say B. You 
will hear a model after. 


A B A B 
convey __—s send permit ___ let 
curve ___— bend untidy  ______- messy 
finest ____—- best vacant ___ empty 





Contrast: /e/ — /a/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which ts it? 


bet__ but __ jest _ just __ must __ messed __ 


Answers: bet just must 


Repeat the following words and sentences: 


rest I need torest. .............0008 rust The metal has rust. 
met We have never met. ............. mutt The dog is a mutt. 
net They fish with a net. ............ nut Don’t act like a nut. 


Practice words containing both the vowel /&/ and the schwa. Repeat: 


/a,el /a,el /e,al 


at - \ 


address connect credit 
affect offend debit 
again select merit 
collect upset template 
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Vowels 


TO PRODUCE: With your 
tongue relaxed and its middle 
raised mid-high, lower your 
jaw slightly. Press down both 
the back and the front of the 


tongue. Keep your lips neutral. 





Listen: 


can’t can map man rank rang 


Practice /2e/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 


mat — mad tank — tan rat — ram sank — sang 


SYNONYMS — Practice the vowel /2e/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B \ B 
chuckle laugh father dad 
deficiency lack obese fat 
evil bad prohibit ban 


This time after you hear A, you say B. You will hear a model after. 


A B \ B 


angry mad money cash 


applaud clap unhappy sad 
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Contrast: /e/ — /a/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 


head had __ send sand__ ten ___ tan 


Answers: had — send tan 


Repeat these words and sentences. Listen again to the sentence each time. 


guess—gas__| guess the car needs gas. T® 
head — had The head of the group had left. 
men—man ‘Two men or one man? 

pen — pan The pen is by the pan. 

said — sad They said it was sad. 





Contrast: /ae/ — /a/ 
Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


bat__—- but __ cap ___ cup __ mast __ must __ 


Answers; bat cap mast 
Repeat the following words and sentences. Listen to the sentence again each time. 


Soyer bat — but The bat can hear but notsee. 
cap—cup The cap is by that cup. 
cat — cut The cat will cut the string. 
lack —luck That team has a lack of luck. 
must — mast A sailboat must have a mast. ~ 
ran —run | ran and | will run again. 


2.12 





| Vowels 


SYNONYMS - Contrast /ae/ with /a/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


| A B A B 
container can collapse crash 
crumble — crush particle crumb 


This time after you hear A, you say B. You will hear a model after. 





A B A B 
reckless rash jogged ran 
hurry rush jog run 


Practice words containing both the vowel /ee/ and the schwa. Repeat: 


/x,a]/ /a,z/ 

es e 2b 
asset attach 
happen attack 
salad command 
talent Japan 


Listen carefully to the statements and answer the questions. You will hear a model 
after each response. 


He spilled a cup of water on his cap. 





How much water did he spill? ____ eA Cup; 
On what? His cap. 
He has a mutt. It is named Matt. 
What does he have? —_—s A mutt. 
What is its name? = &-. (Mate: 
She called Dan when she was done. 
Whom did she call? ___— Daan. 
When? When she was done. 





2.13 
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Listen: 


got gone hot hall lot log 


Practice /a/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 


cop — call not — nod rock — rod 
jot — job pot — pond top -— tall 


Each word group contains /a/ and the schwa. Repeat: 


/a,a/l /a,al 
common o'clock 
honest upon 
office along 
promise belong 


SYNONYMS — Practice the sound /a/ in synonyms. Upon hearing A and B, say B. 


A B A B 
blemish spot timely prompt 
corrupt rotten truthful honest 


suitable proper 


This time upon hearing A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
cry aloud sob highest top 
steal rob stone rock 
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Vowels 








Contrast: /a/ — /z/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 





hot___ hat __ pot: .— 'Patt— on__ Ann 


Answers: hat pot Ann 


Now practice both sounds /e/ and /a/ in one sentence. Repeat and then listen 
again to the sentence each time. 


Ann — on Ann is on the phone. 
hot — hat It’s too hot to wear a hat. 
not — gnat That insect is not a gnat. 
Pat— pot Pat made a pot of tea. 
. rock — rack Try not to rock the rack. 
| Ron-ran  RonandI ran. 


Listen carefully to the following statements and answer the questions. You will 
hear a model after each response. 
He took off his hat, because the weather was hot. 


What did he take off? His hat. 


How was the weather? Hot. 


She washed the pot, and Pat dried it. 


What did she wash? The pot. 
Who dried it? Pat. 


The rack was light, but the rock was heavy. 


What was light? 
What was heavy? 


The rack. 
The rock. 
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Contrast: /a/—/a/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 


got__ gut hog__ hug __ not__ nut 


Answers: gut hog not 


Repeat these words and sentences. Then listen to the sentence again each time. 


boss — bus My boss takes the bus. he, 
hug — hog Can you hug a big hog? / > 
hot — hut It was hot inside the hut. 
not — nut I could not crack the nut. 


color — collar What color is the collar? 


Listen carefully to the following statements and answer the questions. You will 
hear a model after each response. 


He talked with his boss, as he waited for the bus. 


With whom did he talk? ____ His bass. 
What was he waiting for? The bus. 
They stayed in the hut, when the weather was hot. 


Where did they stay? ss In the hut. 
How was the weather? Hot. 





She called Don when she was done. 

Whom did she call? —— Don, 

When? When she was done. 
The collar was torn, and the color was faded. 


What was torn? The collar. 
What was faded? The color. 





2.16 


Vowels 





Listen: 


bought bond colt cold lawn law 


Practice the vowel /9/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 


walk wall salt song pause paw wrong raw 


SYNONYMS Practice the vowel /9/ in synonyms. Upon hearing A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
aged old | form mold 
agree conform increased more 


This time upon hearing A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


chilly cold 
combat war once more encore 


A B A B 
| entrance door 
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Contrast: /a/ — /a/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to a pair of words. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 


bought ___ but caught___ cut __ dawn __ done __ 


Answers: bought cut done 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


caught The criminal was caugpht............ cut The prices were cut. 
dawn_ I woke up before dawn. ........... done What have you done? 
cough I heard someone cough. ........... cuff The shirt has a dirty cuff. 





Listen: 


cook could foot full put pull 


Repeat these words: 


book took cookie 
shook wood cooking 
stood wool looking 





2.18 


Vowels 





















SYNONYMS -Practice the vowel /u/ in synonyms. Upon hearing A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
engine cover hood shrub bush 
pad cushion stream brook 


This time, upon hearing A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 





A B A B 
drag pull shove ___ push 
glance ____ look lady ____ ~woman 


Practice the vowel /u/ in sentences. Repeat, and then listen again. 


Could you put the book here? 
He took the cookie. 

Would you look for a good cook? 
It looks like it could be full. 


Contrast: /u/ — /a/ schwa 





Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 


book __ buck __ look __ luck __ tuck __ took __ 


Answers: book look took 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


buck Is a dollar a buck? ............ book Did you read the book? 
luck I wish you luck. ............... look Take a good look. 
tuck Tuck in your shirt. ............. took _I took the shirt. 
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Listen: 


duke doom do suit soon sue 


Practice /u/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 


noose news’ knew hoop whom who 


Say the vowel /u/ twice in phrases. Repeat: 


Do two. New shoes. You do. 
Due soon. Too soon. Who moved? 


SYNONYMS —Practice the vowel /u/ in synonyms. Upon hearing A and B, repeat B. 
A B A B 


double two fresh new 
evidence clue unrefined crude 


This time after hearing A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B | A B 
naked nude tossed threw 
noon time noon select choose 


Practice word groups containing the vowel /u/ plus another vowel. Repeat: 


/a,ul /r,ul /z,ul 
assume issue remove 
balloon tissue renew 
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Vowels 








Contrast: /u/ — /u/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 





Luke __ look __ pool pull ___ suit___ soot __ 
Answers: look pool suit 


Practice using sounds /u/ and /u/ in the following phrases. Repeat: 


Ju, of lu, ul 
New wool. Could do. 
Too full. Cook soon. 
Who took? Took two. 
You cook. Good food. 


<=) 8 





Z 
SS KT 





There is a stressed version as well as an 
unstressed version of this sound. 





2.21 
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/Ar/ STRESSED 


Listen: 


hurt heard her first firm fur 


Practice /Ar/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 
perk — perm — per surf — serve — sir work — word — were 


Practice groups of words containing the vowel /ar/ plus another vowel. Repeat: 


Jar, 11 Jar, al la, arl 


. ac A 3 


during perfect alert 
hurry person concern 
jury purchase disturb 
journey purpose prefer 


SYNONYMS — Practice /Ar/ in synonyms. Upon hearing A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
blister burn | bravery courage 


gain earn | city urban 


anxiety concern leniency mercy 


This time upon hearing A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
gentleman ___ sir | solid firm 
labor ____-work | world earth 
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Vowels 





Contrast: /ar/ — /er/ 


For /ar/, the tongue stays in one position; for /er/ the tongue glides from vowel 
/e/ to /r/, 


( Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


FUE faire — per pair___ stir stare 


Answers: fur pair stare 





Note the contrast between the sounds /ar/ and /er/ as you repeat word pairs. 


curry — carry furry — fairy 
courage — Carriage hurry — hairy 
during — daring jury — Jerry 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


her Ispoke with her. ................. hair I cut my hair. 

fur The cat has soft fur. ............ fare | How much is the bus fare? 
were That’s where we were. ......... wear What did you wear? 

per How much per person? ........ pair Which pair of shoes? 


Contrast: /ar/ — /or/ 


For /ar/, the tongue stays in one position; for /or/, the tongue glides from vowel /9/ 
to /r/. 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 
firm form __ shirt short __ were __ wore __ 
Answers: firm short wore 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


were Tell me where you were. ......... wore That is what | wore. 
fur The animal has soft fur. .......... for What is that for? 
shirt That is a good-looking shirt. .... short That movie was short. 
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/ar/ — UNSTRESSED 


ee 


after bother 
gather sister 


Listen: 


Say these words: 


dinner proper correct 
effort other - direct 
favor water perhaps 


When /or/ occurs twice in a word, keep the tongue raised in one position for both 
occurrences. Repeat: 


error emperor cheeseburger 
mirror laborer hamburger 
terror terrorist 


SYNONYMS. Practice the vowel /ar/ in synonyms. Upon hearing A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
afterward later notever never 
amusement humor preferred better 


bygone former 


This time after you hear A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
across over dad father 
below under mom mother 





2.24 


Vowels 
THE DIPHTHONGS 


A diphthong combines two vowels to create one sound. The diphthongs are all long 
sounds. The tongue and the mouth move from one position to another to form a 
diphthong, as in the following. Listen: 


/er/ gauge Jou/ dough 
/ar/ height /au/ count 





Listen: 


rate raid ray wait wade way 


Practice /e1/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 


date — days — day gate — game — gay 
mate — made — may pace — pain — pay 


Repeat these phrases: 


/et,er/ /er,ex/ ler, er/ 
Day eight. Pay late. They came. 
May wait. Same day. Way late. 


Same rate. Hate waste. Main train. 
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SYNONYMS - Practice /e1/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, Repeat B. 


A B A B 
attack raid humiliation shame 
docile tame popularity fame 


This time, after you hear A, you say B. You will hear a model after. 


A B A B 
donated _—s gave tardy ____ Tate 
flavor —— “ase perhaps ___—_ maybe 


Practice words with both /e1/ and the schwa vowel. Repeat: 







/a,er/ /a,er/ /a,er/ 
arrange away estate 
attain buffet obtain 


await contain 





Contrast: /e/ —/er/ 














Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


date debt __ main___ men wait wet 


Answers: debt main wet 


Repeat these words and sentences. Listen again each time. 


met—mate He met his mate there. 

wet — wait You'll get wet if you don’t wait. 
get — gate I will get the gate. 

debt—date Pay the debt by that date. 

let — late Don’t let them be late. 





Vowels 


ANTONYMS — Contrast /e1/ with /e/ in antonyms. After you hear A and its opposite, 


B, repeat B. 
A B A B 
release press early late 
condemn praise don‘ allow let 


After you hear A, you say its opposite, B. Then listen to the model. 





A B A B 
east west dry wet 
preserve waste proceed wait 


Listen carefully to the statements and then answer the questions. You will hear a 
model after each response. 
She opened the gate to get in. 


What did she open? ____ The gate. 
What for? ____ To get in. 


The debt is due on that date, 


What is due? ____ The debt. 
When? ____ On that date. 


Repeat these phrases with both sounds /et1/ and /¢/: 


/er,eé/ /er,el 
Day ten. Pay then. 
Eight men. Say when. 


Wait there. They said. 
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Listen: 


ice I’m eye bite buys buy 


Practice /at/ as you focus on its length. Repeat: 


dice — dime —- die/dye type — time - tie 
light — lied — lie cite/site/sight — side/sighed — sigh 
Repeat these phrases: 
/at,at/ /at,arl /ar,ar/ 
Fine time. Like mine. I might. 
Right side. Right kind. Try mine. 


Practice words with both /a1/ and the schwa /a/. Repeat: 


/a,ar/ /a,at/ /az,al 
alike comply final 
alive polite rival 


SYNONYMS - Practice /a1/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
bashful shy indication — sign 
detect find pleasant nice 





2.28 


Vowels 



















After you hear A, you say B. Listen to the model after. 


A B A B 
purchase buy similar alike 
quiet silent this evening tonight 


Contrast: /az/ — /z/ 





Repeat these words and sentences: 


mine Those are mine. ............... man I saw the man. 

fine TfESUHMNG?,, accccrshdesmdsaeas fan We need a fan. 

side It’s on the right side. ......... sad The movie was sad. 
light Thatis a bright light. ......... lad A boy is called a lad. 


Practice both /ee/ and /at/ in these phrases. Repeat: 


/e,at/ /ar,ze/ 
Add mine. Fine lad. 
Sad time. Kind man. 





Listen: 


goat goal go wrote rode row 





2.2 
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Repeat these words: 


dope — dome — doe/dough 


hope — home — hoe 


Repeat these phrases: 


note — known — know/no 
soap — sewn/sown — sew/so 


lou, oul /ou, ou/ 
Go home. So slow. 
No coat. Low tone. 


Practice words with /ou/ and the schwa /a/. Repeat: 


lou, a/ /ou, al /a, oul /a, ou/ 
focus notice ago oppose 
modem open arose suppose 


SYNONYMS - Practice /ou/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
jacket coat out of money broke 
drench — soak false phony 
near close understand know 


Contrast: /ou/ - /a/ 


Can you differentiate between these 
sounds? Listen to word pairs. You 
will hear one word again. Which 





is it? 
hole __ hall __ 


Answers: 


notes not __ 


hall not 


rote/wrote ___ rot 


wrote 


Repeat these words and sentences. Listen again after each sentence. 


John — Joan 
rod — road 
won't — want 
note — not 
coat — cot 


He is John, and she is Joan. a 
There was a rod on the road. 

T won’t go unless I want to. 

The note is not there. 

The coat is on the cot. 





2.30 








Listen: 


bound bow noun now sound sow 


Repeat these words: 


bout — bowed 
route — round 


doubt — down 
out — owl 


drought — drown 
| house — how 


Repeat these phrases: 


/au, au, aul /au, au, au/ 
Count out loud. 


Sounds how loud? 


Count down now. 
Found out how. 


Practice words that contain both the schwa /a/ and /au/. Repeat: 


/a,au/ /a,au/ 
about amount 
account announce 
allowed around 


SYNONYMS — Practice the diphthong /au/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, 
repeat B. 


A B A B 
distrust doubt let allow 
tone sound 


encircle surround 
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This time after you hear A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
circular round noisy loud 
city town yell shout 


Contrast: /au/ — /ou/ 


Can you differentiate between 
these sounds? Listen to word 
pairs. You will hear one word 
again. Which is it? 





found phoned __ now __ know/no __ town __ tone __ 


Answers: phoned know/no town 


Repeat these words and sentences. Listen again to the sentence each time. 


found — phoned I found out who phoned. 
hose — house The hose is by the house. 

how — hoe How do I hoe the garden? 
now — know Now I know. 





Listen: 


boil boy join joy 


Vowels 





Repeat these word pairs: 


coil — coy soil — soy toil — toy 


Practice words with the schwa /a/ and /o1/. Repeat: 


/a, or] la, orl 
annoy destroy 
appoint | enjoy 
avoid employ 





SYNONYMS — Practice /o1/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
attach join male child boy 
damp moist option choice 


This time, after you hear A, you say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
gladness joy tip point 
celebrate rejoice bother annoy 





Conversational Exercise: 


Practice pronouncing the vowels and diphthongs in connected speech. Shadow the 
speaker in the following conversational exercise. 





Traveling is undoubtedly one of the most enjoyable things you can do, 
provided you avoid common mistakes. First, if you are traveling by car, 
be sure you fill your car with gas before you leave and, of course, make 
sure the oil is at the right level. Next, check your tires. If the air pressure 
is low, fill your tires to the higher level recommended by the manufacturer. 
You may need to bring a map to read in case you lose your way. Also, be 
sure to obey all the traffic laws along your route. One rule to remember is 
that red means “stop,” and green means “go.” Try not to drive when you're 
tired. If you feel drowsy, pull over to the side of the road and rest, or let 


someone else drive. It's the smartest advice on how get to where you are 


going, safe and sound. 
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Vowels 
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Vowels 











MINIMAL PAIRS. ...continued 


bed - bad 
bend - band 
bet - bat 
better - batter 
blend - bland 
blessed - blast 
dead - dad 
den - Dan 
dense - dance 


bucks - box 
buddy - body 
bum - bomb 
buss - boss 
but/butt - bought 
cub - cob 

cuff - cough 
cup - cop 

cut - cot/caught 
done - dawn 
duck - dock 

fun - fawn 


backs - box 
bag -bog 
band -bond 
bass - boss 
bat - bought 
batch - botch 
black - block 
brat - brought 
cab - cob 

cad - cod 

cap - cop 

cat - cot, caught 


fed - fad 

fend - fanned 
gem - jam 
guess - gas 
guest - gassed 
head - had 
hem - ham 
Ken - can 
lead/led - lad 


gun - gone 
gush - gosh 
gut - got 
hug - hog 
hull - haul 
hut - hot 
jug - jog 

jut - jot 
color - collar/caller 
come - calm 
cuff - cough 
cup - cop 


can - con 

cast - cost 
chap - chop 
crack - crock 
crass - cross 
Dan - Don/dawn 
fan - fawn 

fat - fought 
fax - fox 

gab - gob 
gnat - knot/not 
hack - hock 


lel — Jel 


left - laughed 
lend - land 
less - lass 
men - man 
mesh - mash 
met - mat 
net - gnat 
peck - pack 
pen - pan 


lal - 1a, 9] 


cut - caught 
done - Don 
Doug/dug - dog 
fun - fawn 
fund - fond 
gut - got 
hut - hot 
jug - jog 

jut - jot 

luck - lock 
lug - log 
lust - lost 


lz] -/a, al 


hag - hog 
hat - hot 

jab - job 

jag - jog 

Jan - John 
lack - lock 
lag - log 

lap - lop 
lass - loss 
last - lost 
laughed - loft 
Mack - mock 


pest - past 

pet - pat 

rent - rant 

said - sad 

send - sand 

set - sat 

shell - shall 

tech - tack 
temper — tamper 


muck - mock 
nut - knot/not 
pun - pawn 
puppy - poppy 
putt - pot 

rub - Rob 

run - Ron 
Russ - Ross 
rut - rot 

scuff - scoff 
shuck - shock 


FINITE 


ten - tan 
tend - tanned 
text - taxed 
trek - track 
vest - vast 
vet - vat 
wreck - rack 


shut - shot 
slush - slosh 
spun - spawn 
stuck - stock/stalk 
stump - stomp 
sub - sob 

suck - sock 
sucker - soccer 
sung - song 
thud - thawed 
tuck - talk 


shun - Sean/Shawn 


map - mop 

nab - knob 

pad - pod 

pan - pawn 

pat - pot 

rack - rock 

ramp - romp 

ran - Ron 

rat - rot, wrought 
sack - sock 


sang - song 
sap - sop 


sass - sauce 

sat - sought 

shall - shawi 
smack - smock 
span - spawn 
stack - stock, stalk 
stamp - stomp 
tack - talk 

tap - top 

whack — walk 
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Worp STRESS 





To speak English clearly one must use proper stress on words. The way a word is 
\ stressed can affect its meaning. So it is important to focus on word stress as a part of 
learning to speak English clearly and effectively. 


In this section, we will review some of the most basic and frequently used word-stress 
patterns. There are many word-stress patterns in English. Most words consist of more 
than one syllable, with both stressed and unstressed syllables. There are also words 
that consist of two words which combined, create one meaning. We will begin with 
these. 


STRESS AND MEANING 


COMPOUND WORDS 


A compound word combines two words into one and creates its own meaning. A 
compound word may be written as one word or as two. The first is spoken with 
primary stress, and the second with secondary stress. Listen: 


bus stop freeway newspaper coffee shop 


Repeat these compound words: 


airport drawback credit card 
drive in outcome paperwork 
handshake passport parking lot 
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In the following sets of exchanges, practice contrasting a compound word with its two 
component words. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
Where did you grow those plants? ................ In the greenhouse. 
Where do they live? .........-e:seeeseeseeeeesereeeeee In the greenhouse. 
Did you miss your family? ............2.:2:seeeee- Yes, I was homesick. 
Did you come down with the flu? ............0..... Yes, I was home sick. 
Which book did you take? .....-....:--.seeeseeeeees I took the paperback. 
What did you do? oo... eecseessecteeeseeeeeee I took the paper back. 
Did you see a street Sign? -......-----.ese-ceeeeeee No, I saw a bus stop. 
Did you See a DUS GO DY? oo... eeesseeeeeesenees No, I saw a bus stop. 


These sentences contain both the compound word and its component words. Repeat: 


| had my hair cut last month, so | need another haircut. 


She is not my girlfriend, she is a girl friend. 


TWO-PART VERBS 


Many idioms are two-part verbs, and many two-part verbs are idioms. A two-part 
verb consists of a verb and a preposition, as in sit down or stand up. Certain verb- 
and- preposition combinations that are two-part verbs are also compound words. 
The difference is in their stress patterns. In a two-part verb, it is the second word, 
the preposition, which is stressed. Contrast two-part verbs with compound words. 


Listen: 
compound word two-part verb compound word two-part verb 
checkup — check up take off - _ take off 
cleanup - _ cleanup takeover — _ take over 


Listen to these words and sentences: 


check in Check in time is 11 a.m....... checkin Did you check in on time? 
rip off Arip off is a theft. .............. rip off To rip off is to steal. 





Word Stress 





Repeat the following: 
workout ........... | had a good workout today. 
work out. ......... | work out at the spa. 
RAY ORE 056.3003 The company is planning a layoff. 
lay OFF | c.s55ss0020< How many employees did they lay off? 
backup ............ Is there a backup copy of the letter? 
back up ............ | back up all my computer files. 
GIYOUL csscsyeceeess They are holding tryouts for the team. 
MEY OUR sc cscszssszss- She will try out for the play. 
check in ........... Check in time is at 11 a.m. 
check in ........... What time did you check in? 


Some two-part verbs, like the following, can be separated. Practice saying the 
following two-part verbs. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 





A B 

Here’s my phone number. ................ T'll call you up tomorrow. 
It’s areal problem! ........................2- Hope you can work it out. 
Was the story true? «0.0.0.0... cece No, they made it up. 


We should start right away. ............... Yes, let’s not put it off. 
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Word Stress 





PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES 


Many English words consist of a root word plus a prefix at the beginning or a suffix at the 
end. The root word is sometimes easy to identify. For example: 





In biweekly the root word is week. In co-worker, the root word is work. 


PREFIXES AND WORD STRESS 


Prefixes are used in many English words, and they carry meaning. Most prefixes are 
unstressed. (Stresses on suffixes are less predictable.) When the prefix is stressed, it 
is often a noun; when the prefix is unstressed, it is often a verb. Although these words 
are spelled the same, the difference between them is made clear in spoken English by 
their stress patterns. 


To contrast stress and pronunciation on such noun-and-verb pairs, listen: 


noun verb 

e o pi 
object - object 
present - present 
produce - produce 


Repeat these words and sentences in order to hear the contrast between nouns and verbs. 
record — record ........... That is a good record. 
Please record the lecture. 


survey — Survey ........... They are taking a survey. 
They must survey the damage. 


conduct — conduct ..... They were rewarded for good conduct. 
They will conduct a workshop. 


content — content........ What is the content of the letter? 
We were content with the outcome. 
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Practice both the noun and the verb in one sentence. Repeat, and then listen again. 


_ They might object if the object is not removed. 7% 
They will not permit you to enter without a permit. 
A farmer can produce a lot of produce. 





Word Stress 
SUFFIXES AND WORD STRESS 


Suffixes serve to mark past tense verbs and plural nouns. Suffixes also serve to change 
word structure, For example: 


creation: a noun create: averb creative: an adjective — creatively: an adverb 


Meanings Determined by Stress on the Suffix 


Most suffixes change a word into either a noun, a verb, an adjective, or an adverb. 
However, there are exceptions. Certain suffixes can denote either a noun or a verb. The 
difference between them is made clear in the way they are stressed. The noun is spoken 
with the suffix unstressed, and the verb is spoken with the suffix stressed. Listen to these 





examples: 
adjective verb adjective verb 
alternate - alternate appropriate — appropriate 
duplicate —- duplicate 


Repeat these words and sentences in order to contrast nouns and verbs: 


associate .......... He is an associate of mine. 

associate .......... Do you associate with your neighbors? 
duplicate ........... This is a duplicate copy. 

duplicate ........... Please duplicate this key. 

estimate ............ Here is an estimate of the costs. 
estimate ............ Will you please estimate the charges? 
separate ............ Do you want separate checks? 
separate ............ Separate them by code. 

appropriate ........ It is not appropriate to interrupt. 
appropriate ........ The company will appropriate the funds. 


Practice both the noun and the verb in one sentence, Repeat, and then listen again, 


Can you estimate when the estimate will be complete? 7S 


She will graduate from graduate school next Spring. 
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3.8 


SUFFIXES AND STRESS PLACEMENT 


Meanings Determined by the Suffix 


In the exercises that follow, we will practice some common suffixes. We will review 
general underlying rules that determine how a suffix affects word stress. We will focus 
on primary stress as well as on secondary stress and on reduced syllables. You will 
notice that pronunciation, especially of vowels, is also based on a word’s stress pattern. 


Most exercises provide enough examples to demonstrate predictable patterns. 


-able 


This suffix forms adjectives, and it does not affect stress. Listen to the following verbs 
and the corresponding adjectives: 


verb adjective verb adjective 
* >) . . . e . s . 
dispose — disposable manage — manageable 


Repeat these words: 


excuse — excusable market — marketable 


predict — predictable 


EXCEPTIONS: The following are exceptions. These adjectives are pronounced either of 
two ways. Listen: 


reparable or reparable 
comparable or comparable 


-ity, -ility 
These suffixes form nouns. As a general rule, stress is placed on the syllable before the 
suffix. 


Listen to this adjective and the corresponding noun formed by the suffix -ity. 





adjective noun 
serene serenity 








Word Stres 


Repeat these pairs: 


~ 


mature / maturity 
secure / security 
sincere / sincerity 





‘Do you live near Universe City? 
j Which city? 
| The se where you go to school. 
f pols tacl wn Ohvyes, T live near the University. 


[vedeuadruipeasevarastsriees 


Listen to these adjectives and the corresponding nouns formed by the suffix -ility: 


adjective noun adjective noun 
able ability credible credibility 


To practice applying stress on long words, break the word into manageable parts, and 
then say the complete word. 


Lets practice on the word responsibility. Repeat: Plural suffix: -ities 
al abilities 
respon si_ bilit capability — capabilities 
ceee bility : possibility — possibilities 
responsibility — responsibilities 





responsibility 


Repeat the following words. Listen again to the noun. 


. J +. . se T® . ee . = . ee ANS 
capable -—-— _ capability available — availability 
possible -— _ possibility responsible — responsibility 

= Ts 


eligible — eligibility 
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Practice suffixes in these exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 
B 





A 

| like sincere people. ...............66 Yes, sincerity is important. 
What is the availability? ..0......... The availability of what? 

What is possible? ...................0. There are many possibilities. 

Is the schedule flexible enough? .... We need more flexibility than that. 





Listen to this dialogue: 


It's late, and they haven't arrived, 
oi sseausechadedoste aascuetenss What do you think possibly happened? 


It's_possible they got lost. 
Another possibility is that they forgot. 


Practice applying proper stress: In each set below, say the last word to complete two 
matching pairs. After you hear three words, say the fourth. Then listen to the model. 


mature — maturity / sincere — sincerity 
secure — security / serene — serenity 
probable — probability / possible — possibility 
available — availability / responsible — responsibility 


-ive, -itive 
These suffixes form adjectives. As a general rule, primary stress is placed on the syllable 
before the suffix. Repeat these pairs of verbs and the corresponding adjectives: 

-ive -itive 
adjective 


adjective verb 


\ =§ ~ . ee 


verb 


impress — impressive compete —-— competitive 
permit — permissive declare -— _ declarative 
describe — descriptive repeat — repetitive 


EXCEPTION: The following is an exception. Listen to this pair. Which syllable is omitted 


decorative 


in the adjective? 


décor _ 
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Word Stress 


Practice suffixes in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A 


They made a good impression. ........... Yes, they were impressive. 
Do they like to compete? 2.0.0.0... They are very competitive. 
There was too much repetition. .......... Yes, it was repetitive. 


-ion, -sion, -tion 


These suffixes form nouns. As a general rule, primary stress is placed on the syllable 
before the suffix. 


Listen to these verbs and the corresponding nouns: 





verb noun 
rebel “ rebellion /tan/ 
convert - conversion /3an/ 
Repeat these pairs: 
collide /collision divide / division 
decide / decision revise / revision 


EXCEPTIONS. Primary stress is placed on the first syllable in these words. Repeat them: 


supervision television 


Repeat these verbs and nouns with the suffixes -sion /{an/ and -tion /Jan/: 





verb noun verb noun 
discuss — discussion attract -— attraction 
omit — omission collect - collection 
permit -— permission elect -— election 


Repeat these pairs: 


connect — connection inspect — inspection 
correct — correction select — selection 
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The following are verbs and their corresponding nouns. Notice that in addition 
to a shift in primary stress the first syllable in the noun is given secondary stress. 





Listen: 
verb noun 
compete — competition 
compose — composition 


It is important to apply secondary stress when necessary. 


Instead of, competition, say, competition. 


Repeat these pairs. Listen again to the noun. 


define -—- definition 
oppose — opposition 
repeat -— repetition 


Focus on both primary and secondary stress as you repeat these verbs and nouns: 


constitute — constitution 
institute - institution 
substitute - substitution 


Listen to these verbs and the corresponding nouns. Notice that the first syllable is 
reduced in the verb, while it is stressed in the noun. Repeat these words: 


verb noun verb noun 
es confirm — confirmation 
“* 25 converse — conversation 
= . : declare — declaration 
admire — admiration resign — resignation 


Repeat these pairs: 


invite — invitation prepare — preparation 
observe — observation reserve — reservation 








3.12 


Word Stress 





The suffix -ate on a verb becomes -ation on a noun. Listen: 


verb noun 


hesitate hesitation 


Focus on both primary and secondary stress as you repeat these words. 


complicate — complication demonstrate — demonstration 
concentrate — concentration generate — generation 


Repeat the following pairs. Listen again to each pair. 


celebrate — celebration 





educate — education 
imitate — _ imitation 
immigrate — immigration 


Practice pronouncing suffixes in the following exchanges. After you hear A and B, 





repeat B. 
A B 
Was there enough to select from? .......... No, the selection was poor. 
Are you going to apply? «2.0.0.0... I filled out an application today. 
Were you invited? ooo... eee eeeeee eee Yes, we got an invitation in the mail. 
We need to reserve seats. .................0005 I'll call and make reservations. 
Would you like a substitution? .............. Yes, but can you substitute rice for pasta? 


The following are longer verbs and the corresponding nouns. How many syllables are 
in the verb, and how many are in the noun? Listen: 


verb noun 
abbreviate —- abbreviation 
accommodate — accommodation 


Answer: four, five 


Listen again as you focus on the second syllable in both words. 


eliminate — elimination negotiate — negotiation 





The comprenensive American Accent Guide 





Note that the second syllable is given primary stress on the verb and secondary stress 


on the noun. Remember to stress the noun correctly. For example: 


. * * ° . . . 
Instead of appreciation, say appreciation. 
Instead of accommodation, — say accommodation 


Practice breaking these five-syllable words into manageable parts. Let’s try the word 


appreciation. Repeat: 


appre ci ation -— appre ciation — appreciation 


Repeat the following words. Listen again to the noun. 


verb noun verb noun 
appreciate — appreciation communicate — communication 
associate — association congratulate — congratulations 


Repeat these pairs: 
cooperate — cooperation | investigate — investigation 


discriminate — discrimination participate — participation 


Practice saying suffixes in the following exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

Congratulations. ........eeeceeeeeeeeeeee Congratulations for what? 

Did they cooperate? .................2.28 They gave their full cooperation. 

Did they investigate it? .................. There is an investigation underway. 
Did they appreciate that? ............... Yes, they showed their appreciation. 
How do you abbreviate this? .......... There is no abbreviation for that. 


Practice applying stress. After you hear three words, say the fourth. Then listen to the 


model. 
concentrate — concentration / celebrate — celehration 
complicate — complication / dedicate — dedication 
institutes — institutions / substitutes — substitutions 
accommodate — accommodation / cooperate — cooperation 
discriminate — discrimination / participate — participation 
negotiate — negotiation / appreciate — appreciation 








3.14 


Word Stress 


-ify 
This suffix forms verbs. As a general rule, primary stress is placed on the syllable before the 
suffix. Listen to these words and the corresponding verbs: 


noun verb adjective verb 
class -— _ classify simple — simplify 


Now practice adding the suffix -fion. Repeat. Then listen again to the noun: 





verb noun 
. *e. . > 

beautify - beautification 

verify — verification 


Notice again that stress shifts to the syllable before the suffix -/ion. 


Focus on both primary and secondary stress as you repeat these words: 


qualify — qualification 


certify — certification 
specify — specification 


classify — classification 


Repeat these pairs: 


justify — justification 
simplify — simplification 


Practice saying suffixes in the following exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
Do they qualify for the job? .............. Yes, their qualifications are good. 
Can they justifyit? 00. There is no justification for it. 


Where are the specifications? ......... Are these the specifications you want? 
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Practice applying proper stress. After you hear three words, say the fourth. Then listen 


to the model. 


Justification 
qualifications 
specification 


amplify — amplification / justify — 
classify — classifications / qualify — 
verify — verification / specify — 


See page 3.26 for a list of words with the suffix -tion. 


-ize 
This suffix forms verbs. It does not affect primary stress. 


Repeat these adjectives and the corresponding verbs: 


real — realize sanitary — sanitize social — socialize 


Repeat the following verbs and nouns ending in the suffix -/ion. Listen again to the 


noun. 
verb noun 
_ = ~43 ey 28 
realize realization 
generalize - generalization 
standardize _ standardization 
-al 


This suffix forms adjectives. It does not affect primary stress. Repeat these nouns and 


the corresponding adjectives: 


noun adjective noun adjective 
comic — comical convention — conventional 
critic -—- critical occasion — occasional 
logic — logical vocation —- vocational 





3.16 


Word Stress 





-ial, -cial, -tial 


These suffixes form adjectives. As a general rule, primary stress is placed on the 
syllable before the suffix. The following are nouns and the corresponding adjectives 
formed by these suffixes. Listen: 


noun adjective noun adjective 
memory — memorial territory - territorial 
commerce — commercial resident ~ residential 


Repeat these nouns and adjectives: 





noun adjective noun adjective 
| ° . - . . . . 
| ; ; : 3 ‘ 
office — official confidence — confidential 
finance - financial residence — residential 
commerce — commercial 
















Listen to this dialogue: 


What is occupational? 
sadacec {eestecesssazce It has to do with one’s occupation. 
What is vocational ? 
agitedvagebstaGieerss It has to do with vocation. 
They mean about the same. 
Yes, my occupation is also my vocation. 


-ly, -ally 


These suffixes form adverbs. Neither suffix affects primary stress. Listen to these 
adjectives and the corresponding adverbs: 


adjective adverb 

. . . 
basic — basically 
critic — critically 


thorough thoroughly 
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Notice that the suffixes -/y and -ally are pronounced the same. Repeat these noun-and- 
adverb pairs: 


3.18 


noun 


actual _ 
casual — 
total - 


initial — 
specific — 


adverb 


actually 
casually 
totally 


initially 
specifically 





noun adverb 
practical — practically 
physical -— _ physically 
absolute —- absolutely 


EXCEPTIONS: — The following adverbs are exceptions. They are pronounced with primary 
stress on either the first syllable or the syllable before -/y. Listen: 


negatively or 
relatively or 
positively or 


negatively 
relatively 
positively 


Repeat these adjectives and the corresponding adverbs: 


adjective 


official ~ 
potential — 


emotional 
exceptional 
occasional 
professional 


adverb 


officially 
potentially 


— emotionally 
exceptionally 
occasionally 
professionally 


| 








adjective adverb 


confidential — confidentially 





Word Stress 


Practice the suffix /y in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 





A B 

Is the answer positive? ................... Yes, I'm positively sure. 

How severe was the damage? ......... It was severely damaged. 

Is that the absolute truth? ............... Absolutely. 

Was that intentional? ..............0000 No. I didn’t do it intentionally. 


Practice applying proper stress. After you hear three words, say the fourth. Then listen 
to the model. 




















convention — conventional / intention- _ intentional 
severe — severely / sincere— ___ sincerely 
practical — practically / physical-—____ physically 
intentional — intentionally / professional-—_ professionally 


residence — residential / confidence — confidential 





-ian, -cian 


These suffixes form nouns relating to other nouns. As a general rule, primary stress is 
placed on the syllable before the suffix. 


Practice saying the suffix -ian. Repeat: 











noun noun noun noun 

* . . . Sa . = . 
comedy — comedian library — librarian 
Canada — Canadian aed 

Practice saying the suffix -cian. Repeat: 

° = . — . = o . 
music — musician electric — electrician 
clinic — Clinician mathematics — mathematician 

Practice changing adjectives to nouns, Repeat: 
adjective noun adjective nour 

* * = . * * . ~ . . 

musical — musician political ~ politician 


physical — physician 
technical — technician 
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Listen to these dialogues: 


Is he a physician, a musician or a politician? 


Sitaseseesana He's a doctor who is interested in music and politics. 


a Aenea eee enaeeeaeeennaeenaenennaneea sib eraeenseeenpaeeee see beneensenenpansnaeersransnsarernansaceeeepansenssiteseanaseeersnsnneee 


She's musically talented. 


bsstendbasatecs What musical instrument does she play? Fea A 
She plays classical piano. oe 


—— 
= I 
x wy =) 
Y es ye 





-logy, -graphy, -metry, -omy 


These suffixes form nouns. As a general rule, primary stress is placed on the syllable 
before the suffix. 


The following are nouns and two forms of corresponding adjectives. Repeat, and 
listen again to the last word. 











noun adjective adjective 
ECONOMY —so_nacese economic ss isees economical a 
geography ...... geographic ___....... geographical 
geometry _..... ess geometric sa ss geometrical 


Repeat these nouns, adjectives, and adverbs. Listen again to the adverb. 











noun adjective adverb 
biology —siauaee biological =... biologically 
ecology —sseausa ecological ..... ecologically 
geology —saseee geological  —sesere geologically 
psychology ..... psychological ...... psychologically 
technology ..... technological _...... technologically 


Practice applying proper stress. After you hear three words, say the fourth. Then listen 
to the model. 


geographic — geography / photographic — photography 
biology — biological / psychology — psychological 
ecological — ecology / technological — technology 


Word Stress 


After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

Name a branch of math. ................ Geometry. 

What is a technician's field? ............ Technology. 

Did you study geography? .............. No, but I like National Geographic. 
You take great photographs. ............ I studied photography. 


-etic 
This suffix forms adjectives. As a general rule, primary stress is placed on the syllable 
before this suffix. 


Repeat these nouns and the corresponding adjectives: 





noun adjective noun adjective 
empathy - empathetic apology - apologetic 
energy -— energetic 
sympathy - sympathetic 


PROPER NAMES, TITLES, TIMES 


The last word in a proper name or title is given primary stress. Repeat the following examples: 


Mahatma Gandhi Columbia University 
Martin Luther King The College of Law 
Mr. and Mrs. John Doe St. John's College at Cambridge 


The President of the United States The Metropolitan Museum of Fine Arts 
Ambassador of the United Nations 


Repeat the following names of North American cities and states or provinces: 


Atlanta, Georgia San Francisco, California 
Chicago, Illinois Toronto, Ontario 
Denver, Colorado Montreal, Quebec 


Repeat the following names of publications: 
Sports Illustrated Los Angeles Times Time Magazine 
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Repeat the following names of roads: 


Memory Lane Carriage Circle 
Park Avenue Washington Boulevard 
Pacific Highway Tobacco Road 


EXCEPTION: The names of streets are an exception. Stress is placed on the word before 
Street. Repeat the following: 


Main Street Second Street Twenty First Street 


Abbreviations — The last letter receives primary stress in abbreviations. Repeat the 
following: 


CD DVD ATM USA 
ID HDTV ASAP UK 


Practice saying abbreviations in the following responses. After you hear A and B, 
repeat B. 


A B 
Bachalor oF Ants, s..ccaravesssvarsevaccctengnasty BA 
Medical Doctor  ........cccseeccceeeceesesenseeees MD 
Doctor of Philosophy ..............0...::::0008 PhD 
Master of SCIENCE 0... eeeecceeeeeeeee MS 
Doctor of Dental Science ................06. DDS 
Master of Business Administration ...... MBA 


Times and Dates - The final item is given primary stress on times and dates. Repeat: 


Ten to five, Wednesday the 20*-. 

12:00 o’clock. Monday afternoon, June 10*.. 
1:30 p.m. Saturday morning, the 20*-. 
4:05 am. Friday, October 15, 2004. 


Listen to the following dialogue: 


Where do you live? 
gcaasteit In Washington. 
Washington, D.C.? 
pasenace No, in Washington State. 
What is your address? 
Pera a 113 Thirteenth Street, Seattle, Washington. 





Word Stress 


Practice applying proper stress in the following responses. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

Where is The United Nations Building? ............ In New York City. 

What is the highest mountain in the world? ....... Mt. Everest. 

Where are The Hawaiian Islands? ................66 In the Pacific Ocean. 

Where is Buckingham Palace? .................::000 In London, England. 

Where is the Acropolis? ...............c.ccssssseeeeees In Athens, Greece. 

Where is The Capitol of the United States? ....... In Washington, D.C. 

Where is The Eiffel Tower? ..............c:ceseceeeeees In Paris, France. 

Where is The Golden Gate Bridge? .................. In San Francisco, California. 
What is the last day of the 1900’s? ................. December 31, 1999. 


What does UCLA stand for? ............ccceseeeeeeeeee The University of California in Los Angeles. 
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Word Stress 











COMPOUND WORDS 


_ Acompound word combines two words into a single word with its own meaning. The compound 
| word may be written as one word or as two words. The first is spoken with primary stress, and 


the second with secondary stress, 


bus driver 
cab driver 
handwriting 
newspaper 
post office 
school teacher 
scratch paper 
screwdriver 
skyscraper 
sunglasses 
turn signal 


airplane 
airport 
armrest 
background 
backlog 
backpack 
backtrack 
backyard 
bathroom 
bathtub 
bedroom 
billboard 
blackboard 
bookcase 
bookmark 
bookshelf 
bookstore 
boom box 
boyfriend 
bridegroom 
briefcase 
bunk bed 
bus stop 
carport 
checkbook 
courtyard 
crosswalk 


daycare 


basketball 
coffee shop 
comic book 
copyright 
credit card 
database 
dining room 
fingerprint 
grocery store 
living room 
overcast 
overcoat 


daytime 
deadline 
desktop 
door mat 
doorstep 
downtown 
drive-in 
driveway 
earthquake 
feedback 
flashback 
flashflood 
flashlight 
football 
footrest 
freeway 
French fries 
gearshift 
girlfriend 
haircut 
hairdo 
hairstyle 
handshake 
hardware 
headcount 
headlamp 
high school 


highway 


overpass 
paperback 
paperwork 
railroad track 
shopping cart 
shopping mall 
steering wheel 
swimming pool 
taxi cab 
tennis match 
traffic light 
underpass 


homework 
hot dog 
hot tub 
housework 
ice box 
jetlag 

joy stick 
keyboard 
keypad 
landlord 
laptop 
lifestyle 
lifetime 
light switch 
mailbox 
makeshift 
network 
notebook 
notepad 
part time 
passport 
past time 
paycheck 
payday 
phone booth 
playground 
popcorn 


postcard 


baby sitter 
motor cycle 
trouble shooter 
undertaking 


vacuum cleaner | 


postmark 
restroom 
roommate 
scorecard 
shortcut 
sidekick 
sideline 
sidewalk 
six pack 
skylight 
snowman 
software 
someone 
staircase 
stop sign 
suitcase 
sunset 
takeout 
toothbrush 
toothpaste 
touchdown 
trademark 
uptown 
washcloth 
well fare 
wheelchair 
windshield 


wristwatch 








nN 





The comprenensive American Accent Guide 




















VERB & NOUN STRESS PATTERNS 


Three-Syllable Verb and the Corresponding Four-Syllable Noun 


VERB 


allocate 
celebrate 
complicate 
concentrate 
congregate 
cultivate 
dedicate 
demonstrate 
designate 
dominate 
duplicate 
estimate 


NOUN 


allocation 
celebration 
complication 
concentration 
congregation 
cultivation 
dedication 
demonstration 
designation 
domination 
duplication 
estimation 


VERB 


generate 
hesitate 
hesitate 
illustrate 
imitate 
immigrate 
indicate 
irritate 
mediate 
navigate 
nominate 


obligate 


NOUN 


generation 
hesitation 
hesitation 
illustration 
imitation 
immigration 
indication 
irritation 
mediation 
navigation 
nomination 


obligation 





VERB 


operate 
radiate 
segregate 
separate 
situate 
stimulate 
stipulate 
terminate 
tolerate 


vaccinate 


| vegetate 


| ventilate 


NOUN 


operation 
radiation 
segregation 
separation 
situation 
stimulation 
stipulation 
termination 
toleration 
vaccination 
vegetation 


ventilation 


Three-Syllable Verb and the Corresponding Five-Syllable Noun 


VERB 


Sinai 
certify 
classify 
colonize 


amplification 
certification 
classification 
colonization 





VERB 


aeaitd 

multiply 
simplify 
organize 


NOUN 


modification 


multiplication 
simplification 
organization 


| VERB 


NOUN 


recommend recommendation 


represent 


representation 


Word Stress 


| 
| 


Pato newts.) 


to) 
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THE RHYTHM 
of 


AMERICAN ENGLISH 





Rhythm. Just what is it? Rhythm is a pattern in timing. We can see rhythm patterns 

in many things, such as in dancing, in music, and in speech. The rhythm of speech 
is based on the timing of sound segments. In English, these segments are the word 
syllables. 


IDENTIFYING SPEECH RHYTHM 


Every spoken language has a distinct rhythm, This rhythm is easily seen in its 
music, its poems, and its rhymes. The rhythm of English can be identified, for 
example, in this common rhyme. 








One for the money. 
Two for the show. 
Three to get ready, 
and four to go. 


i wv 
—_ 


u 
NW - . 
: We , 
“<¢ ; i 
\ 
we oo 


The uneven timing in stressed and in unstressed syllables gives English speech its 
characteristic rhythm. This timing consists of long and short beats as of a drum. 
Listen: 





. e@ . ® e ® o-« @ 
I'd LIKE to TAKE my DOG for a WALK. 


A person who speaks English with the rhythm of another language is said to speak 
with an accent. Many who speak English with an accent tend to apply equal stress 
on all syllables. In English, this pattern is used only on messages which consist of 
one-syllable content words. Listen to an example, and then to beats matching its 
rhythm: 


THAT BUS STOPS HERE TWO TIMES EACH WEEK 
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Now listen to a pattern that is more typical: 
. e » . e e . e 


The BUS STOPS at LEAST TWICE a WEEK. 


To further contrast equal stress with unequal stress, listen to these sentences: 


e e ee * e.e 
TAKE MORE TIME OUT, The TIME is OUT. 


Note that content words are spoken fully and clearly, while function words are simplified 
and spoken quickly. 


This time listen, and then use your fingers to tap the beats of the rhythm you just heard. 


° ® 2 e e 
READ ONE BOOK EACH DAY. 


READ a BOOK a DAY. 


© e 8 3 e @ 
THOSE BOOTS DON’T LOOK LIKE MINE. 


e e e e e e 
The BOOTS on TOP are MINE. 


To distinguish how function words affect timing, listen to sentences with just content 
words. Then listen to those sentences with added function words: 


CALL RIGHT BACK. 
I will CALL you RIGHT BACK. 
Will you CALL me RIGHT BACK? 


Notice that the added function words do not make the sentence sound significantly longer. 
Here’s another example: 


TIME GOES FAST. 


TIME will GO FAST. 
Will the TIME GO as FAST? 





Rhythm 


This time, repeat what you hear and tap a beat on each stressed syllable. 


e e e e 
JUST TRY, nesssccnsecsepeczesess I was JUST TRYing it. 
BUY MORES  <2,.aicwe eave I will BUY MORE of them. 

e e e e e e 
CLOSE THAT DOOR. ........ I was CLOSing THAT DOOR. 
TAKE MORE TIME. ........... It will TAKE some MORE TIME. 


In the following dialogue, the sets of sentences in A and those in B each have a matching 
rhythm. Repeat both sides, as you tap a beat on each content word. 


A B 


e e e e e e 
WHAT do you THINK? _...... | was THINKing toDAY would be GREAT for a WALK. 
WHERE should we GO? ..... It's a WONderful DAY for a WALK in the PARK. 
WHEN should we LEAVE? ... I'll be REAdy as SOON as | FINish my WORK. 





REDUCED FORMS AND RHYTHM 


Reduced forms are words or groups of words that are normally spoken simply and 
quickly. Vowels become unstressed and consonants combine or become silent. For 
example: 


Who is he? —> /hu_tz1/ What do you mean? —> /wadaja_min/ 


Reduced forms give flow and rhythm to speech and make it easier to express whole 
thoughts. Even the most articulate speakers of the standard English dialect of North 
America use them. 





4.3 
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REDUCING FUNCTION WORDS 
Simplifying Vowels 
Function words are normally spoken with reduced vowels. In many cases, the 


schwa vowel, the most simple English sound, is used. The word can, for example, is 
pronounced /kan/, as in, 


/kan/ /kan/ 


I can wait. Can anyone do that? 


On the other hand, in certain circumstances function words are spoken clearly, with 
the vowel pronounced fully. These circumstances are: 


a) When the function word is stressed for emphasis, as in, 


Yes, I can make it. Can you really? 


b) When the function word ends an utterance, as in: 


I think I can. We can. 


The English Articles — The articles are: 


a, an, and the, as in: some and any, as in: 
A desk. Some day. 
An office. Any time. 


The conference room. 
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the Say /6a/ before a consonant. Move the tongue directly ftom /6/ to the consonant, 
as in, 


/de peest/ /dea taim/ 
The past. (th’ past) The time. (th’ time) 


Say /6i/ before a vowel, as in, 


The idea. The office. 


To contrast /6a/ with /6i/, listen: 


/da/* /di/ /da/ /di/ 
The bad. — The ad. The sale. — The ale. 


ANTONYMS - Practice the sounds /6a/ and /6i/ in these antonyms. Repeat: 


The difficult one; the easy one. The lower limit; the upper limit. 
The full one; the empty one. The west side; the east side. 
The closed door; the open door. The new way; the old way. 





* /6/: IPA symbol for the sound usually spelled th. (Section 5) 





a, an Use a before consonants, and an before vowels. Listen to these words 


reduced: 
/al/ /an/ /a/ /an/ 
A spy. — An eye. A border — An order. 


ANTONYMS - Practice both articles in these antonyms. Repeat: 


/a/ /an/ Jal /an/ 


A question. — An answer. A difficult one. — An easy one. 
A fullone. — An empty one. A lower level. — An upper level. 
A new idea. — An old idea. A beginning. — Anend. 








4.6 


Rhythm 


Stressing articles gives emphasis to the words they reference. Listen: 


A B 

Who's that Man? ......ccccecceceeeeecereees That man is the president.* 
Is that an old invention? ..........00 No, it’s a new technology. 
Is it one of the best? ...........c.ccse00es No, it’s the best.* 





Other Function Words 


as, at, can Listen to these function words reduced: 


/az/ Just as good. /at/ Home at last. /kan/ What can happen? 
Now repeat: 
/az/ /at/ /kan/ 
As good as gold. Look at that. We can try. 
As soon as possible. All at once. Can anyone join? 





In the following exchanges, function words as, at, and can are reduced or 
stressed. Listen: 


A B 
Is that as good as this? ............. Not as good, but almost. 
Can you be ready by nine? ...... Ill see if | can. 


If you can, let me know. 


Tell me where it’s at. .........06..5- It’s at the end of the street. 
Near the Corner?  ........ceccceeeeeee No, at the corner. 


are, or, for, your - Listen to these function words reduced: 


fer)  Yesor no? lar/ These are fine. 
/fer/ Two for one. /jer/* What's your name? 


Repeat the following: 


/er/ One or the other. /fer/ _ It’s for you. 
/far/ What's for dinner? /jer/* Are those your keys? 


| * /j/: IPA symbol for the sound usually spelled y. (Section 7) 


4.7 
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In the following exchanges, are, or, and for are reduced or stressed. Listen: 


A B 
How about Tuesday or Wednesday?....... No, just one: Tuesday or Wednesday. 
Ave WHOSE TG? “os .dasedtiedacedteieadiek Gheasih ee They are, but those are better. 

Is this from your Friend? —.....ccceccceceeeeees No, it’s for my friend. 

HOW WAS VOUT DAY? ooceecesecseseceeeeeeeeeeees Fine, and yours? 


was Listen to this function word reduced: 


/wez/ 


What was that? 
Was that interesting? 


Repeat: 
/waz/ 
Who was there? 
That was thoughtful. 
Was that part of the agreement? 


Listen to was reduced and stressed in this dialogue: 


Who was at the conference? 


eases I was. 
I thought you were out of town. 
I was, but I got back on time. 





will Listen to this function word reduced: 


/wal/ /wal/ 


lt will rain. What will happen? 


Repeat: 
When will that be? Who will know? Will that be okay? 


Listen to will reduced and stressed: 


Will you be there?  ..........:.0- / will, but | don’t know what time. 


————————————_—_—_—_—_—————— ee ____—_=_$_$_ _—EEEEEEEEE————————————————————— 
4.8 


Rhythm 


could, should, would Listen to these function words reduced: 


/kad/ /Sad/* /wad/ 
It could rain. We should ask. | would not ask. 
Repeat: 
What could happen? Who should attend? Would that matter? 


Listen to could, should, and would reduced or stressed in this dialogue: 

















Would you like to go? 

seasieNaee I would, but I should finish this. 
You could finish later. 

ea But I would miss the deadline. 
That could be a problem. 

iscivaber It would be. 








* /{/ : IPA symbol for the sound usually spelled s/, (Section 6) 





that This word can serve as an adverb that indicates reference, or as a function 
word. As an adverb it spoken fully, as in: 


That one. I doubt that. 


As a function word, that is normally reduced. Listen: 


/dat/ /dat/ /Oat/ 
| know that it’s right. | heard that you called. Tell me that it’s okay. 


Practice that as a reduced function word. Repeat: 


! doubt that I'll go. | hope that everyone makes it. 
I’m glad that you're happy. | heard that everything went well. 


The comprenensive American Accent Guide 


Listen to that stressed and reduced in this dialogue: 
That's the book that I read. 


Do you recommend that I read it? 
I think that you would like that one better. 


to, you Listen to these function words reduced: 


/tal Easy to do. /ja/ You have to try it. 
Repeat: 
/te/ Ready to wear. /jo/ Will you go? 
Easy to forget. Were you there? 


Listen to the words to and you reduced and stressed: 


Are you going to the party?...........:00 Yes, are you going? 
EGNOS Bt Mona Pate eats cosste Hope to see you there. 


do, does, did These words can serve as verbs or as helping verbs. As verbs, they 
are spoken clearly with the vowel pronounced fully, as in: 


They do accounting. 
She does computer graphics. 
I did my paperwork. 


As helping verbs, do, does, and did are normally reduced. Listen: 


/da/ /daz/ Idid/ 
What do you need? What does it mean? When did it start? 


Practice do, does, and did as helping verbs. Repeat: 


What do they want? Where does It belong? 
How did that happen? Where did the time go? 
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Rhythm 


Listen to do, did, and does reduced or stressed in these exchanges: 


A B 

Do you know what | M@an?  ...... cece eee No, what do you mean? 
Does she agree with YOU? .......scccceceeeeeeseeee Yes, she does agree with me. 
Did they complete the assignment? .......... They did. 


Simplifying Consonants 


In some function words, certain consonants are often omitted or not spoken clearly, 
as in the function words that follow. 


' 
' 
and This conjunction is often pronounced /and/, as in: 
/and/ Nice and easy. You and I. 


Before a consonant, the d in and is often not clearly pronounced as in, 





lan/ rock ‘n roll. Now and then. 


Practice reducing and in these antonyms. Repeat: 


Hot and cold. Night and day. Stop and go. 
Good and bad, This and that. Before and after. 


In this dialogue, and is spoken reduced or stressed. Listen: 


Would you like soup or salad? 


Sea cadeithgebea ste: I'd like soup and salad. 
What kind of dressing? 
<akabsvé sbyiorticcpe3st Oil and vinegar. 


Spebsapsapaascbassceanct Coffee with cream and sugar. 


And for dessert, we have cake or ice cream. 


shigSrichicdies I'll take cake and ice cream. 
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of The preposition spelled 0.f. is pronounced /av/, unlike the preposition spelled 
o.f.f. which is pronounced /af/. In the word of, the f is often not clearly pronounced 
when it is before a consonant, as in, 


/a/ /a/ 
Lots of luck. It's kind of nice. 


Repeat these phrases: 


/a, av/ /a, av/ /a, av/ 
Out of date, One of each. Most of the time. 
Out of order. All of a sudden. One of the best. 


have, has, had These words serve as verbs or as helping verbs. As verbs, they 
are pronounced clearly, as in: 


We have plans. Tom has to know. Teresa had a great time. 


As helping verbs, fave, has, and had are normally reduced, with 4 omitted. Listen: 


/av/ /az/ /ad/ 


What have you been up to? Tom has gone to work. Teresa had arrived. 


Repeat these sentences: 


| might have known, What has happened? They had already left. 


In these exchanges, have, has, and had are reduced or stressed. Listen: 


A B 

Who had applied? ................6.6c020ee0200002... She had. 

Who has change for a dollar?.. giimsnsd (have ié 

Has Sheila made an dapointinerit? + snes Eee She has one tomorrow. 





Rhythm 


In the following dialogue, listen to Aave as a verb or as a helping verb: 


Have you made plans? 


scat eters Yes, we have a commitment. 
We'll have to try another time. 


vevsdaueadadibedscz We have the following week open. 


he, him, his, her, hers These pronouns are often spoken with the / silent, as in: 


/er/ Give her this copy. /tm/ Tell him I'll call him Jater. 





















Repeat these sentences: 
Tell her hello for me. | just saw him. 
I'd like to meet her. Do you know him well? 


In this dialogue, listen to Aim reduced or stressed: 


I ran into Robert. 


ssa ueass porecenreonsye Where did you see him? 
I saw him downtown with his brother Dan. 
» a ndadiveeastte Dan? T haven't met him. 





them This word is normally reduced in two ways. Listen: 


/deam/ /am/ 
Cetik' i. sees Get ‘em. 
CROCK FA WIOUL.cocscaseses pane Check ‘em out. 


Practice them reduced two ways. Repeat: 


/dem/ /am/ 
Who has them now? .......... Who has them now? 
Do we need them? ........... Do we need them? 
Give them to me. .............. Give them to me. 
TARO: ROME. oases cadsivadese eds Take them. 


In this dialogue, them is reduced and stressed. Listen: 


Which of them do you like? 


saeace odes 20ascana: T like them, over there. 
Would you like to try them on? 


 eacsasycsaetsaseiees Not necessary, I'll take them. 
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BONUS EXERCISES 
Practice applying articles: 


In the following sets, enter the appropriate article, a or an, in each blank to complete two 
phrases. Then say both phrases. 


1) __late bus.-__ early bus. 4) __ open door.-__ closed door. 7) __ interesting one.-__ boring one. 
2) __ down side. -__ up side. 5) __ old one. -___ newone. 8) __ east wing. - __ west wing. 
3) __ entrance. -__ exit. 6) __ end. -__ beginning. 9) __ question. -__ answer. 


Correct: 

7) An intetesting one. - A boring one. 
8) An east wing, - A west wing. 

9) A question. - An answet. 


4) An open door. - A closed door . 
5) An old one, - A new one. 
6) An end.. - A beginning - 


1) A late bus. - An early bus. 
2) A down side. - An up side. 
3) An entrance. - An exit. 


Enter the appropriate article a or an in each blank. Then say the sentence. 


1) I brought _— apple, __ pear, and __ banana. 
2) [need __ pencil, __ eraser, and __ piece of paper. 
3) I want redone, orange one, and __ blue one. 


4) [saw _ elephant, _ tiger, and gorilla. 


Correct: 


I brought an apple, a pear, and a banana. 

I need a pencil, an eraser, and a piece of paper. 
I want a red one, an orange one, and a blue one. 
I saw an elephant, a tiger, and a gorilla. 


Practice reducing function words: 
The following sentences become analogies when the appropriate words are added at the end. 
Complete each analogy and then say it as you practice reducing the function words. For 
example: 

Puppies /arte/ dogs, as kittens /arte/ cats. 

Winter /1zte! cold as summer /iztel hot. 


7) High is to low as far : 
8) Shoes are to feet as gloves___. 


1) Night is to dark asday___. 
2) North is to south as east___. 


3) Ears are to hearing as eyes__. 

4) The moon is to night as the sun___. 
5) Hunger is to food as thirst__. 

6) Girls are to women as boys __. 


Last word: 


1) light 2) west 3) seeing 


9) Grapes are to vine as pears __. 
10) Fingers are tohands as toes___. 
11) The ocean is to fish as sky__. 
12) Happy is to laugh as sad__. 


4) day 5) drink 6) men 


7) near 8) hands 9) tree 10) feet 11) birds 12) cry 




















REDUCED WORD GROUPS 
Combining Consonants — Final t followed by y is often pronounced /t§/, as in, 


/t§a/* Won t you? Why can t you? 


Final d followed by y is often pronounced /d3/, as in, 
/dza/** Did you? Would you go? 


Repeat these sentences: 


/tfa/ /d3e/ 
Don t_you think so? Could you please? 
Arent you interested? Where did you go? 
Do what_you want. Would you like to dance? 


Now say sentences with both reductions: 
Would you, or wouldnt you? 
Where did you put your keys? 
Would you let me know what you want? 


* /t{/ : IPAsymbol for the sound usually spelled ch. (Section 6) 
** /d3/: IPA symbol fot the sound usually spelled j, or g. (Section 6) 


The CompreHensive American Accent Guide 


Listen to both reduced and stressed forms in these exchanges: 


What did you think of the play? 
wiepanneaapaaloasat It was great. What did you think? 
I thought it was fantastic! 


When did you get your order? 


sahsidaceividetidess Today. When did you get yours? 
Yesterday. 


Linking with the Tapped t - Between vowels, final ¢ or d are usually tapped, as in: 
Not_at_all. What_about_it? 





|.* Production of rhe tapped t is addressed on page 5.8. | 





Repeat these sentences: 


What_is your name? Where could_it be? 
Wait_a minute. You said_it_all. 
That_is what_I heard. How about_a drink? 


Practice the tapped t in idioms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

UH GO TAU TAION: . Ase ncsanenieraievcinser’ Don’t put_it_off, 

Is itLiMpOSSible? oo... eeeseeeeeeeeeeeeees Yes, it’s out_of the question. 

Do you think the chances are good? ....... I wouldn’t bet_on it. | 
What do you think of it? oo... I’m crazy about_it. | 


ae a aera er eae ie ES 
Common Two-Word Reductions 


Some function words combine into reduced phrases. In the following, the tapped t is 
used. Listen: 


oughtto /ata/ We ought_to leave soon. 
got to /gate/ I’ve got_to make the deadline. 
whatdo = /wada/ What do you think? 


Repeat these sentences: 


I've got_to gonow. What do you want ustodo? You ought_to give it a try. 





Rhythm 


Listen to these exchanges with both reduced and stressed forms: 


A B 
What do YOU @XP@Ct? .........cccee eee Not much, and what do you expect? 
We ought_to plan ahead. .............. Yes, we ought to. 


Pere aia ioot You've got to be kidding! 


wasgidacasdaTajeoustanyaseshoeire You just got here. 


want to — /wana/ The phrase want fo is often reduced to /wana/, as in: 


Want to join me? Why do you want to do that? 


Repeat these sentences: 


We all want to go. | don’t want to miss the train. 
! want to learn how. What do you want to know? 


Listen to want to reduced or stressed: 





What do you want to do? 
dad dielinras eee tiedes What do you want to do? 


aiding lapicsicsiseianriiai I want to also. 


going to —/gana/ Listen to going to followed by a noun: 


I'm going to school. I’m going to the dentist. 


Listen to going to followed by a verb or by a verb phrase: 


What are we going to do? We're going to have to rush! 


Going to followed by a noun is always pronounced /gorn tu/,* while going to followed 
by a verb or verb phrase is often pronounced /gana/. Repeat these sentences with the 
pronunciation /gane/: 


Are you going to be home later? I'm going to do my best. 
We're going to go somewhere. What are you going to do next? 








*/n/ : IPA symbol that represents the consonant sound usually spelled ng, (See page 7.22) 
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Repeat sentences with both pronunciations /go1n tu/ and /gane/: 


I'm going to the City, so I’m going to take the subway. 
We’re going to have to hurry, if we’re going to the wedding. 


Listen to both going to and gonna in these exchanges: 


Are you going to finish that today? 
Jabeokactcupslgaignsia th xtanteatetts tas Yes, I am going to. 


We're going to New York City. 
5 cenaafotiagenfiiaisancwnisctes Are you going to see any Broadway shows? 
Yes, we're going to see THE LION KING. 








Omissions of A and¢ Theh inhe, his, her, and hers is often omitted when these 


pronouns connect with other words, particularly function words, as in: 


Is he your friend? 


Listen to this dialogue: 


Is he here yet? 


Is her name Diana? 


No, what time does his bus arrive? 


Okay, this is his arrival time. 


is, does + pronoun Repeat these sentences: 


/1z1z/_ What is his name? 
/1zer/ What is her fax number? 


was, has + pronoun Repeat these sentences: 


Where was he? 
Was his report ready? 
/wazer/ What was her reason? 


What does he do? 
When does his plane leave? 
She does her work neatly. 


Has he made reservations? 
Who has his phone number? 
She has her ticket. 
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had, did + pronoun Repeat these sentences: 


/heedi/ What had he done? /didi/ When did he call? 
/heediz/ He had his turn. /dtdiz/_ Did his fax arrive? 
/heedar/ Had her mother arrived? /dider/ Did her family visit? 


will, would + pronoun Repeat these sentences: 


/wtli/ Will he be there? /wadi/ Would he be interested? 
/wiliz/ ‘Will his family be there? /wadiz/ Would his sister know his whereabouts? 
/wilar/ When will her plane arrive? /wader/ Would her plans change? 


The / on pronouns is pronounced when the pronoun is stressed for emphasis. Listen 
to this dialogue: 


I saw Paul at the hospital. 
Seishapicboahath What was he doing there? 


He was visiting his father. 
Riepsk- Secchi Is he a patient? 


No, he's an anesthesiologist. 






CONTRACTED FORMS 


Standard contracted forms of English, like other reduced forms, give English speech 
its characteristic rhythm. With some practice, you will discover that they add ease 
to speaking. 
















am, are Practice these contracted forms. Listen to A and B, then repeat B. Then 
listen again. 


A B A B 
lam Imready we are We're onourway. 4» 
youare You're welcome. they are They're just fine. 


have Practice the following. Listen to A and B, then repeat B. Listen again. 


A B 

I have I've been working. a 

you have You've done a good job. 

we have We've been wondering about that. 
they have They’ve gone to lunch. 

could have We could’ve done more. 

would have 1 would've been prepared. 











Rhythm 


will Practice the following. Listen to A and B, then repeat B. Then listen again, 





A B 

I will I'll see you later, 
you will You'll soon find out. 
she will She'll look into it. 

he will He'll be here anytime. 
it will It'll be too late. 

we will We'll let you know. 


they will They'll ship it today. 
who will Who'll know the difference? 


In these exchanges, words contracted in A are stressed for emphasis in B. Listen: 


A B 

Pim not Sure... azcc.eteectesccesnezeocen Iam. 

They‘re delicious..  ...............0. They are tasty. 

I've never tried those............... I have tried them. 

I think they've left. ............... Yes, they have left. 

I’m sure he'll do a great job. .... He will do a great job. 
I'll take the box to the car. ...... No, I'LL take it for you. 





is, has These are spelled and pronounced the same. Practice saying both in the 
following. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 





A 8 A B 
he is He'S left. ecccsstcisseateccai he has He's gone. 

she is She's friendly. ............ she has She's got many friends. 
it is TES lates Greet seen it has It's gotten late. 

thatis That's all right. .......... thathas That's got to be all right. 
what is What's happening?..... what has What's happened? 
where is Where's the dog? ...... where has Where's the dog gone? 
who is | Who's applying? ......... who has Who's applied? 


Practice contracting is and has. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

Has he GOMe@? ..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeer Yes, he’s gone. 

is‘he Gomng?: .42...3c4ij0.034i:00-- Yes, he’s going. 

Is she an undergraduate? .............. No, she's a graduate student. 
Has she finished school? ................ Yes, she’s graduated. 

Is the movie almost over? .............. No, it’s just starting. 

Has the movie started? ................. It’s already started. 

Is he an adolescent? .............:00:0000 No, he’s a grown up. 


Has he matured? ............cesceeeeeeeeeeee Yes, he’s grown up. 
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Practice sentences with contractions of both is and has. Repeat. 


It’s sunny, so it's got to be warm. 
He's finished, so he’s going home. 
Who's already done, and who's still working? 


would, had Contracted forms of would and had with a particular pronoun are 
spelled and pronounced the same. Practice saying contracted forms of both wou/d and 
had in the following. After you hear A and B, repeat B.- 


A B A B 
I would I'd listen. oo... eceeeeeeeeeeeees I had I'd listened. 

He would He'd agree. ...............4.. he had He'd agreed. 

she would She'd know about it. ..... she had She'd known about it. 
vou would You'd want to go. ........ you had You'd already gone. 
we would We'd be interested. ....... we had We'd been interested. 
they would They'd leave early. ....... they had They'd left early. 

who would Who'd take it? ............... who had Who'd taken it? 


Practice contracting would and had. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
Would you go? ............ecc eee Yes, I'd go. 

Had you gone? ............ee Yes, I’d gone. 
Would he take it? ................... Yes, he’d take it. 


Had he taken it? ....0... ee. 


Would she be there?................ 
Had she been there?................ 


Would I like it? 2.0.0... 
Had I been told? .......c0c.....002 


What would you do about it? ... 
What had you done about it? ... 


How would they feel? .............. 
How had they felt? .................. 


Yes, he’d taken it. 


Yes, she’d be there. 
Yes, she’d been there. 


I think you’d like it. 
I think you’d been told. 


We'd complain about it. 
We'd complained about it. 


They'd be disappointed. 
They’d been disappointed. 


Practice sentences with contractions of both would and had. Repeat: 


We'd left early, so we'd be on time. 
I thought I’d go because I'd never been there. 
If you’d prefer that one, you'd better take it. 


In the following exchanges, words contracted in A are stressed for emphasis in B. 


Listen: 
A B 
He’d never agree to that. ...0000...0... Right, he would never agree. 
I'd be shocked, .54c2-:cc sci bccucaseeacs I would be too. 
They’d done a good job. .................. They had. 








BONUS EXERCISES 


| Practice contracted forms - For each sentence, identify the two words that are contained in the 
contracted form. Select A, or B. 


is or has? A B A B 

1. He's already left. Heis __ He has __. 5. What's happened? Whatis__ What has __ 
2. She's my best friend. Sheis __ She has ___ 6. Where's he been? Whereis___ + = Where has__ 
3. It's already here. Itis Ithas 7. Who's going? Who is ___ Who has ___ | 
4. That's fine. That is___ That has ___ 

Correct 1)B 2)A 3) A 4A 5) B 6B 7A 

had or would? A B A B 

1. I'd already seen it. Thad_ | would 5. He'd already left. hehad _~ he would 

2. I'd prefer that one. Thad | would ____ 6. We'd like to join you. we had we would 

3. She'd like that. Shehad___ —s- she would___——_ | 7. Who'd ever know? whohad _.. ss who would ___ 
4. They'd seen it. They had__.-—s they would ___ 


Correct!: 1)A 2B 3)B 4A 5A 6B 7B 


Practice contracted forms within reduced phrases - Change each negative statement to a negative 
question. Then state the question using the reduced form of the words that are underlined. 





5) 
3 
P 
af 
‘ 
0 
N 


1. It isn't official. 

2. He isn’t here, 

3. His application isn’t complete. 
4. Her exam isn’t on Tuesday. 


Questions: 

|, /tztnitt/ official? 

2. [izini/ here? 

3. /tziniz/ application complete? 
4, /izmner/ exam on Tuesday? 


§. It doesn’t work. 

6. He doesn't know it. 

7. His phone doesn't ring. 

8. Her computer doesn't have enough memory. 





> 


5. /dazintt/ work? 

6. /dazint/ know it. 

7. /daziniz/ phone ring? 

8. /dazinar/ computer have enough memory, 


1. It wasn't fair. 5, It hasn’t started. 
2. He wasn't there. 6. He hasn't left. 











3. His mother wasn't home. 
4. Her brother wasn’t there. 


As Questions: 

1, /wazntt/ fair? 

2. /waznzi/ there? 

3. /wazniz/ mother home? 
4. /wazner/ brother there? 


1. It didn’t rain after all. 
2. He didn’t get the job. 
3. His bike has a flat tire. 
4. Her CD player broke. 


As Questions: 

1. /didntt/ rain after all? 

2. /didnt/ get the job? 

3. /didniz/ bike havea flat tire? 
4, /didner/ CD player break? 


7. His mother hasn't arrived. 
8. Her class hasn't started. 


5. /heezntt/ started? 

6. /heezni/ lett? 

7. /heezniz/ mother arrived? 
8. /haezner/ class started? 


4. It hadn't been cancelled. 
§. He hadn't responded. 

6. His mother hadn't arrived. 
7. Her class hadn't started. 


4. [heednit/ been cancelled? 
5. /heednt/ responded? 

6. /heedniz/ mother arrived? 
7. [heedner/ class started? 
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REDUCED SEGMENTS WITH CONTRACTED FORMS 


The final ¢ in a contracted form is often omitted. When a pronoun such as he or have 
follow, the 4 is omitted as well. For example, 


“couldnt he” is pronounced /kudni/ 


“couldnt have” is pronounced /kudnev/ 


couldn’t, shouldn’t, wouldn’t + have 


The following are full pronunciations and reduced forms of these. Listen: 


COUT: NOLEN AVE sctsschiteceextnewae’ couldn t have 
should not have .............62..006+ Shouldn't have 
would not have .............0-:00.0+ wouldnt have 


Repeat these sentences with reduced forms: 


We couldnt have forgotten. 
It shouldnt have happened. 
| wouldnt have done that. 
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Rhythm 


In the following, couldn t have, shouldnt have, and wouldnt have are each spoken 
as reduced forms; and then they are stressed for emphasis in two ways. Listen: 


It couldn t have been. ......... It couldn’t have been. ........ It could not have been. 
They shouldnt have. ......... They shouldn’t have. ......... They should not have. 
| wouldnt have. ..ccccccceseccees | wouldn’t have. ................. | would not have. 


In the following exchanges, listen to A and B, then repeat B. 


A 
B 

| took care of it for YOU. «2.02.2... eeee Oh, you shouldn’t have. 
It couldn't have been worse. .........:202.-++++ | agree, it could not have. 
Had | known that, | would have gone. ........ | wouldnt have. 


isn’t, doesn’t + pronoun 
Practice these in reduced forms. Listen to A and B, then repeat B. Listen again to B. 


A B 
/tzenit/ Isnt it pleasant? 

/izani/ Isn't he due back soon? 
/izanar/ Isn't her middle name Anne? 


/dazantt/ Doesn 7 it make sense to you? 
/dazaniz/ Doesnt his answering machine work? 
/dazaner/ Doesnt her hair look nice? 





The following sentences contain both positive and negative reduced forms. Repeat 
them: 

Is it, or isnt it? Does it, or doesnt it? 

Ts he, or isn't he? Does he, or doesnt he? 


eS 
hasn't, wasn’t + pronoun 
Practice reduced forms of these. Listen to A and B, then repeat B. Listen to B again. 
A B 
/heezenit/ Why hasn 7 it been shipped? 
/heezeni/ Hasn't he picked up the phone? 
/heezaner/  Hasnt her package arrived? 


/wazentt/ Wasnt it your turn? 
/wazeni/ Why wasn 7? he there? 
/wazenear/ That wasn ¢t her fault. 


The following sentences contain both positive and negative reduced forms. Repeat 
them: 


Has it, or hasnt it? Was it, or wasnt it? 
Has he, or hasn't he? Was he, or wasnt he? 
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didn’t, hadn’t+ pronoun Practice these in reduced forms. Listen to A and B, then 
repeat B. Listen again to B. 


A 
/didnit/ 
/didni/ 
/didnar/ 


/heednit/ 
/haedni/ 

/heednear/ 
/heedniz/ 


B 
Didnt it matter at all? 

Why didnt he show up? 

Didn't her membership expire? 


ad 


Hadn t it occurred to you? 
Why hadn ? he returned? 
Hadn tt her sister called? 
Hadn tt his family arrived? 


The following sentences contain both positive and negative reduced forms. Repeat them: 


Did it, or didnt it? 
Did he, or didn't he? 


Had it, or hadnt it? 
Had he, or hadn't he? 


couldn’t, shouldn’t, wouldn’t + pronoun Practice these in reduced forms. Listen 
to A and B, then repeat B. Listen again to B. 


A 
/kudnit/ 
/kudni/ 
/wudnit/ 
/wudnar/ 
/Sudnit/ 
/Sudni/ 


B 
Couldnt it be possible? 7 
Couldnt he be there? 
Wouldn't it be wise? 

Why wouldnt her car start? 
Shouldn ¢ it be left alone? 
Shouldn t he be notified? 


The following sentences contain both positive and negative reduced forms. Repeat them: 


Couldnt it, or could it? 
Would he, or wouldn't he? 


Shouldn tt he, or should he? 


In these exchanges the responses are spoken with emphasis. Listen: 


A 


He isn’t going. ............... 
That isn’t her signature, is it? 


Doesn't he live nearby? 


The package has not arrived yet. ....... 
He wasn’t at the meeting. ............-.... 


B 
isn’t he? 

No, that is not her signature. 
No, he does not. 

Hasn't it? 

Wasn't he? 


we eeewpteee 





Rhythm 


PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 


Practice using reduced forms and contracted forms to achieve the rhythm of American 
English. In the following groups of exchanges, the items in A and in B each have 
matching rhythm. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
ee @es 
Did YOU Agree? oo... eeeeeeeeseeeseeeee I could not agree. 
Did you apply? -2..0.... es ceeeceeeeeeeeee I applied today. 
Where had they gone? ............... They had gone to town. 
Would you have known? .............. I might not have guessed. 


Wasn't that plenty? .........0...... It isn’t merely enough. 
Wouldn’t it matter? ..........0...... Tt wouldn’t matter at all. 
Didn't she make it? .....022. She didn’t make it on time. 
Hadn’t he noticed? .............2.0 He might've noticed it too. 

e e e@ ee © 
When should we meet? .............. We can meet after lunch. 
When could you gO? .......:...ecee I could leave in an hour. 
When will you call? o.0....0..... We will call you at ten. 
Where should we meet? ......,....... We should meet at the park. 





Isn't it about complete? .............. No, they did not complete the task. 
Isn't he a friend of yours? ........... No, he is not a friend of mine. 

Wasn’t she about to leave? .......... No, she had just returned from there. 
Doesn't it belong to you? ............. No, it does not belong to us. 


Did they get any help? ................ They did it all by themselves. 
Do you need any more? .............. We've got enough for a week. 
Are you ready to start? .............. I'm going to start in a while. 
Are you planning to go? .............. I’m sure we'll go if we can. 


Where did you learn to dance? ..... I learned to dance in school. 
What are you doing next? ............. I'll have to get a job. 

When would she like to start? ...... She plans to start today. 
Why did you stay at home? .......... I stayed at home to rest. 


What are your plans for summer? I plan to go to school. 
What do you want to study? ......... I want to study math, 
When do you think you'll do that? 1 think I'll start in June. 
Why don’t you try to call them?... I'll have to look them up. 
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Conversational Exercise 


Practice the rhythm patterns you have learned in this section. Repeat both speakers in the 
following conversation. 





So...got any suggestions for lunch? 
sessed Anywhere you want to go is fine with me. 
How does Middle Eastern food sound? 


seasnes Didn't we have that last week? 





Yeah, I guess we did. How about that sandwich shop down the street? 


Sassi Well, last time I went there, we couldn't find a seat, and 
I have way too much work to do to wait. 


Okay, How does Thai food strike you? I'm really in the mood for curry. 
‘ius Gee. Thai food doesn't sit well with my sensitive stomach. 
So...got any suggestions for lunch? 


sasha Anywhere you want to go is fine with me. 
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THE 
ENGLISH CONSONANTS 











aa INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH CONSONANTS 
) THE IPA SYMBOLS FOR CONSONANTS 


Following are each of the 24 English consonants and the IPA symbols that represent 
them. Notice that some of the symbols are identical to spellings in written English. 





IPA AS IN: SPELLINGS 

/p/ pay P, pp 

/b/ boy b, bb, pb 

/t/ tea t, tt, ed, ght, th 
/d/ day d, dd 

/k/ key k, c, ck, cc, ch 
/g/ go g, gg, gh, gue 

/t§/ chew ch, tch, ti, t, te, tu 
/d3/ jet j, & gg, dy, ge, dge, di 
/f/ fee f, ff, ph, gh 

/v/ van v, f, ph 

/6/ think th 

/6/ the th 

/s/ see 8, C, CC, SC, PS, Z 
/z/ ZOO Z, ZZ, S, SS 

/§/ she sh, si, ce, ti, ci, s, ch 
/3/ beige Si, Su, g, Zi 

/h/ hot h, wh, j 

/w/ way w, u, 0, wh 

/j/ you y, i, u 

/r/ run rr, rr, wr, rh 

A/ lie 1, 11 

/m/ me m, mb, mn, mm 
/n/ no n, nn, kn, pn, gn 
/y/ sing ng, ngue 
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CLASSIFICATION OF CONSONANTS 


LU) These consonants are classified by the place where they are produced and by the manner in 
which they are produced. 


Pre Palate 


Nasal Passage 


Tongue 


Tongue Tip 


The Speech Structures: 


Larynx 
Also known as the “voice box” 
and contains the vocal cords 





Airflow stopped 
and released sharply 
Airflow released through’ 
renee Prepette| [fp 


Airflow stopped and 
then released 


Airflow released 
as the tongue glides 


Airflow released over 
one side of tongue 


Airflow released 
through nasal passage 


me 





— ? 


Consonants 


| Tongue Tip Placement 


==! The tongue tip rests behind the bottom front teeth during most of English speech. The 
very back of the tongue stays in a low, relaxed position, creating a feeling of openness in 
the back of the mouth. 


Use of Voice for Consonants 
Nine of the English consonants are produced without voice. Each of these, except /h/, 
has a partner sound that is produced in the same place and in the same manner, but with 
voice. 

Voiceless: /p/ /t/ /k/ /f/ /8/ /s/ /§/ /tf/ = /h/ 

Voiced: Ib/ /d/ /g/ ivi 18 lal 13/ /d3/ 


To contrast the feel of a voiceless consonant with that of a voiced consonant, place 
your hand on your throat to feel the larynx as you say these word pairs: 


pin - bin ten - den came - game 


The vibration at your throat should be shorter in duration on the first word of each 
pair. This is because no voice is used for the first consonant on those words. 


If you stop the voice too quickly on words ending with voiced consonants, you might 
say one word when you mean to say another. For example: 


lap instead of Jab bat instead of bad back instead of bag 


To feel the contrast between a voiceless ending and a voiced ending, place your 
hand on the larynx area and say these word pairs: 





voiceless - yoiced voiceless - yoiced voiceless - voiced 
tap - tab cap - cab nap - nab 
at - add bat - bad sat - sad 


Vibration should be slightly longer on a word that ends with a voiced consonant, You 
will find that producing the final consonant with voice makes the preceding vowel 








longer. 
Page 5.16 contains more word pairs for contrasting 
voiceless endings with voiced endings. 
Aspiration 


At the beginnings of words, stop consonants are released with a slight burst of air. The 
sound of air produced is called aspiration. To contrast the aspiration of a voiceless 
sound with that of a voiced sound, hold the back of your hand close to your mouth as 
you say the words below. You should feel stronger aspiration on the first word of each 
set. 

ten —den pin — bin come — gum 
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/p/ — voiceless /b/ — voiced 


TO PRODUCE: Stop the airflow by holding your lips 


together. Then part the lips quickly to release the 
airflow with sudden pressure. 





It! — voiceless /d/ — voiced | 







TO PRODUCE: Place your tongue tip on the alveolar 
ridge (the bump behind your upper front teeth) 
to stop the airflow. Then lower the tip sharply to 
release the airflow with sudden pressure. 


/k/ — voiceless /g/ — voiced 


TO PRODUCE: Raise the back of your tongue 
against the palate to stop the airflow. Drop the 
tongue quickly to release the airflow with sudden 
pressure. 












Consonants 


~\ THE STOP CONSONANTS 


=_— 


The stop consonants are pairs of sounds that are produced in the same way except that one is 
voiceless and the other is voiced. They are: 


oc Ip/ pit —  Jb/ bit 
/t/ ten — YJ[d/ den 
/k/ cap — J/g/ gap 


INITIAL STOP CONSONANTS 


Listen to the contrast between voiceless stop consonants and yoiced stop consonants. 
pan — ban too/two — do came — game 
pay — bay tip — dip cap — gap 
Can you hear a marked difference between a voiceless and a voiced initial consonant? 
Listen to word pairs. You will hear one word again. Which is it? 
pit. “bit. tens den __ could good __ 
Answers: pit den could 
Repeat these pairs: 
cave — gave pan — ban time — dime 


coat — goat pay — bay ten — den 


After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

How's the weather? ........... It’s cold. 
What kind of ring? ........se0e It’s gold. 
What is aringlet? .........0. A curl. 
Isitaboyoraginl? wu... A girl. 

Is that a jacket? .....sseeeeseeee It’s a coat. 


Is that aSHEEP? ....eceseeeenee It’s a goat. 
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FINAL STOP CONSONANTS 


Contrast: Voiceless Endings - Voiced Endings 


At the ends of words stop consonants are not aspirated. Instead, they are released 
softly, Listen: 


at add cap cab back bag 


Can you differentiate between these voiceless and voiced final consonants? Listen 
to word pairs. You will hear one word again. Which is it? 


cup__ cub__ lack__ lag__ neat__ need__ 


Answers: cub lack need 


Contrast voiceless and voiced final consonants. Repeat these word pairs as you focus 
on their endings. 


back — bag lap — lab rote/ wrote — road 
buck — bug knack — nag set — said 


Which ending is longer, the voiceless or the voiced? 


Contrast voiceless with voiced endings in these sentences. Repeat: 





I'll be right back. ...........:.-24 What's in the bag? 
Hhsaton My IAD. ..--452.--sc-es205 She works in a lab. 
Look under the mat. _............. Don't get mad. 

The room looks neat. ............ What did you need? 
The sun has Set. ..............0..08 It's what you said. 


Complete each set of sentences to contrast their endings. Upon hearing A, say B. 
You will hear a model after. 


A B A B 
He woreablue___ CUD ach steaisevs Hetookataxi_ cab. 
Alaboratoryiscalleda_ Jab. wees, The napkinisonmy ss dap. 
It’s not good, it’s had) sczsikzzie In baseball, youusea___ bat. 
Isleepina_ ed.) Ap.050% Agambleisa_ bet. 
Wewentforalong —s——s ride. oes eee eee Leftis opposite of right. 








He left his cap in the cab. 


What did he leave? 
Where? 


He carried a bag on his back. 


What did he carry? 
Where? 


They found the rag on a rack, 


What did they find? 
Where? 


Abe sat down and watched the ape. 


Who sat down? 
What did he watch? 


They will write and then go for a ride. 


What will they do first? 
What will they do next? 





Consonants 





Practice using voiceless and voiced endings. Listen carefully to these statements and 
answer the questions. You will hear a model after each response. 


His cap. 
In the cab, 


A bag. 


On his back. 


The rag. 
On the rack. 


Abe. 
The ape. 


Write. 
Go Jor a ride. 





MIDDLE STOP CONSONANTS 





A middle voiceless consonant is aspirated when it begins a stressed syllable. Listen 
for a contrast: 


occur — acre 
become — backup 


appear — upper 
upon — open 


Practice aspirating middle stop consonants. Repeat: 


appear — appearance 
appeal — appealing 
account — accounting 


become — becoming 
occur  — occurring 
contain — containing 


Middle t and d 


The Glottal Stop - Middle ¢ followed by n is produced as a glottal stop. This sound 
is made by stopping the airflow at the larynx and then releasing it quickly, as in 
“button.” Listen to the contrast between aspirated t and the glottal stop. 

retain — written 


attain — eaten contain — cotton 





3,7 
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Listen to the glottal stop in word pairs: 


button — buttoning sweeten — sweetening 


Repeat these words: 


fatten — fattening lighten — lightening tighten — tightening 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


button ......... Push the button. 

certain ........ I'm not certain. 

witness ........ Was there a witness? 
fattening ..... Those sweets are fattening. 


lightening .... When there’s thunder, there's lightening. 


The glottal stop is occasionally used for f at the ends of words. For instance, one side 
of a phone conversation might sound like this: 


What? Where at? 
| hope not. ZS What's that? 
Was it? Oh, that one. 


The Tapped T - Between vowels, ¢ and d are sometimes produced as the fapped t. This 
sound is made by tapping the tongue tip across the alveolar ridge. It is identical to the r 
sound in many languages, as in “vedy nice” for “very nice.” 


Listen to the contrast between the tapped ¢ and the aspirated f or d: 


tapped aspirated tapped aspirated 
eating — attend mating — maintain 
adding — adapt auto -— adore 


Listen to words that sound the same because both ¢ and d are produced as the fapped f. 


atom — Adam liter — leader | 
heating — heeding matter — madder 


Practice words that contain the aspirated ¢ or d as well as the ¢apped t. Repeat: 


potato tomato tutor 
total data dating 








Consonants 
LINKING: STOP CONSONANTS with VOWELS 


Final ¢ and d are produced as the tapped t when they occur after a vowel and are 
followed by another vowel. Listen: 


Who wrote the letter?......... We wrote_it. 
Who rode the bus? ............. We rode_it. 
Who set the table? ............. We set_it. 
Who said that? ..........0.0..... We said_it. 


Practice the tapped t in sentences. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

Are you ready? ..............0008- No, wait_a minute, 

Should | total it? ................. Yes, add_it up. 

Is the report ready? .............. It_is ready. 

Did you like the joke? ............ I didn’t getLit. 

Did you have plans? .............. No, we played_it by ear. 

Your efforts were rewarded. ... Yes, they paid_off. 

Did you decide? ..,...............,- I haven't even thought_about_it. 


As you listen to the following dialogue, mark the /s and dss that are produced as the 
tapped t. 


A B 





What do you need from the store? I made outa list. Here it is. 


: SOG YOU later. ....essscsecessessveseeeee Wait a minute, I thought of something else. 
MRAR ISAT Scania oenmnint We need potatoes, lettuce, tomatoes, and avocados. 
Is that everything? .................. Oh yes, we need cat litter too. 


The tapped t shown in bold letters: 





What_do you need from the store? ‘| made_out_a list. Here itis. me 
Ki See you later. Waitua minute, | thought of something else 


Fagg, What is it? We need potatoes, lettuce, tomatoes and avocados. 
es oO Is that everything? Oh yes, we need cat litter too, 
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LINKING: STOP CONSONANTS with VOWELS 


A final consonant other than ¢ or d is linked to a vowel as though it begins the next 
word. Listen, and focus on the responses: 


Ip! Ib/ 
What’s on the table? .. The cap_is, What's in the street? .. The cab_is. 
/k/ /g/ 
The door is unlocked. .. I'll lock_it. Write down the time... I'll log_it. 


PARAPHRASE - Practice linking. Items in A and B have similar meanings. After you 
hear both, repeat B. 


A B 
SOMCOZ0 TE. ssicie cece gcatecses Grip_it. 

Taste the drink. ................ Sip_it. 

Send the packages. ......... Ship_them. 
Pretend you know how. ..... Fake_it. 

Take a quick look. ............ Take_a peek. 


This time, after you hear A, state the response in B. Listen to the models after. 


A B 

DUE IR OB. sscosssiisezeccgs sees ____ Chop it. 
Trade it for another. .......... _____ Swap it. 
Embrace them. ............... ___-Hug_them. 
INGPCCE IE, assezesetescgscatsseses ____ Check it out. 






LINKING: CONSONANTS — CONSONANTS 


Avoid adding an extra vowel between consonants. The result can dramatically change 
meaning. Listen: 


Add numbers, — Add a number. Type papers. — Type a paper. 
Take turns. — Take a turn. Wrap gifts. — Wrap a gift. 


In English speech, identical consonants between words are produced as one. Listen: 


Good_day. What_time? The top_priority. | Take_care. 














Consonants 


To link different stop consonants, on the other hand, hold the airflow on the first one 
and release it on the second. Listen: 


big_time. lap_top neck_tie 
Practice linking consonants in these compound words. Repeat: 


backpack notebook feedback 
hotdog popcorn webpage 


Practice linking stop consonants in sentences. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

Who did the driving? ................... We took_turns. 

Which one do you want? .............. I'll take_both. 

Were you the photographer? .......... Yes, I took pictures. 
IS EARNER 5G ccxpacchcsiecdaseretinss No, it’s a big_cat. 
They look like football players. ...... Yes, they’re big_guys. 





THE SUFFIX -ed 


Stop Consonants + Suffix -ed 


The swffix -ed is pronounced /ad/ after ¢ or d, for example: 





want — wanted need — needed date — dated 


The suffix -ed is pronounced /t/ after voiceless consonants and /d/ after voiced consonants, 
for example: 


Ik, kt’ == back — backed Ip, pt) rope — roped 
lg, gai bag — bagged Ib, bd/ robe — robed 





Can you hear the suffix -ed clearly? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one word again. 
Which is it? 


talk ___ talked __ beg __ begged__ 
tap__—: tapped ___ rob__ robbed __ 
Answers: talk tapped begged rob 
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Contrast: Voiceless -ed — Voiced -ed 


Pay attention to the lengths of the vowels in the following word sets. Listen: 


ipti ibd/ ikt! Igdl 
mopped - mobbed backed - bagged 
napped - nabbed locked - logged 


Which sound longer, the voiceless, or the voiced endings? 


Repeat these words: 


Ited/ Idad/ /pty 
noted added dipped 
rented loaded dropped 
wanted needed stopped 

Ikt/ Ibd/ Igdl 
knocked nabbed begged 
looked robbed hugged 
talked sobbed tagged 


LINKING: Suffix -ed to Vowels: Practice linking the suffix -ed to vowels. After you 


hear A and B, repeat B. 
A B 
fad) Were they ontime? ......... No, we waited_and waited for them. 
Did you share? ............... We divided_it equally. 
Will she be there? ........... We invited_her. 


fpt! Did the audience like it? ... They clapped_a lot. 
LE DPOKGY wosvietuexearescereeg Who dropped_it? 
Did you take it with you? ... No, I shipped_it. 


Ibd/ The bathtub looks clean. ... I scrubbed_it. 
/kt/ Did you change your mind? Yes, I backed_out. 


Did you ring the doorbell? .. No, I knocked_on the door. 
Is the VCR ready? ........... Yes, it’s hooked_up. 


fgdi The TVis not working. ..... Is it plugged_in? 
Did they boast? ............... Yes, they bragged_a lot. 





Consonants 


LINKING: Suffix -ed — Consonants - Practice linking the suffix -ed with consonants 
in responses. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

How long did you wait? ...........00.00.. I waited_two hours. 
Did YOu IKE (TANGLE? si seccveracasccsesacseestsaxe I hated_to leave. 

How did they look? ................cceeceeeeeeees They looked_tired. 
Which one did you like? ............ccceeeeee I liked_both. 

What did you think? ............cc cece eeeeeeee They looked_great. 
How much weight did you lose? .............. | dropped_ten pounds. 








SYNONYMS - Practice the suffix -ed on groups of verb synonyms. Repeat each word: 


arrested - detained - captured - apprehended 

bet - gambled - risked - speculated 

expected - awaited - anticipated - contemplated 
found - detected - located - discovered 
remembered - recalled - recollected - reminisced 
ordered - required - demanded - requested 
tested - sampled - inspected - examined 
succeeded - accomplished - prevailed - triumphed 





ONS Gow wy 
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Compare the lengths of vowel sounds - In each set that follows, one word has a 
voiceless ending, and the other has a voiced ending. Which of the two words is spoken 
| with a longer vowel? 


1. mate ___ made ___ 5. lied light ___ 

2. hack ___ hag __ 6. locked___ logged ___ | 
at Sight +45. sighed___ 76 IG + 5 pick 

4. roped __ robed___ 8. tapped ___ tabbed __ 


Answers: made 2. hag 3. sighed 4. robed 5. lied 6. logged 7 pig 8. tabbed | 


Review the vowel sounds - Say the following words aloud as you practice pronouncing 
the stop consonants with different vowels. 


Ipl Ib/ itl Id] Ik IgI 
/il pea be/bee team deem keep geese 
A pin bin/been tip dip kid give 
/e/ pet bet ten den kept guest 
/ea/ pay bay tame dame came game 
/ee/ pass bass tan Dan cab gab 
lal pun bun ton done come gum 
/a/ pot ball taught dot caught/cot got 
/ou/ post boast toe/tow doe/dough coat goat 
/u/ pull bull took could good 
/u/ pooch booth to/too/two do/due cool goose 
/ar/ pie by/bye/buy _ tie die/dye kind guide 
/au/ pout about tout doubt cow gown 


Practice the suffix -ed 


SYNONYNS ~ In each the following word groups, all of the words are synonyms, except one. Say 
all the words and state which one is not similar in meaning to the others. 


arrested - detained - talked - captured - apprehended 

bet - awaited - gambled - risked - speculated 

expected - awaited - rejected - anticipated - contemplated 
found - detected - located - ordered - discovered 

looked - remembered - recalled - recollected - reminisced 
ordered - required - demanded - requested - answered 
tested - started - sampled - inspected - examined 
succeeded - stopped - accomplished - prevailed - triumphed 
believed - demanded - accepted - understood - concluded 








SO OY (O08 a SR ie ee 


The different word: talked  2awaited 3.rejected 4.ordered 5. looked 
6.answered TZstarted 8.stopped 9. demanded 





Consonants 





Practice the suffix —ed: 


The following sentences are either in the present or in the future tense. Change the verb 
to past tense and state the sentence. Remember to link the suffixed -ed to the sound that 
follows it. 


1. | like everything about it. 7. The bus will stop here. 

2. | will thank everyone. 8. | will pick up the phone. 

3. We will look everywhere. 9. We investigate the problem. 
4. larrive on time. 10. She will finish early. 

5. |intend to call my parents. 11. The police will arrest him. 

6. They work hard to finish the job. 12. She will invite all her friends. 


As to Past Tense: 


I. [liked_everything about it. 7. The bus stopped here. 

2. I thanked_everyone. 8. I picked_up the phone. 

3. We looked_everywhere. 9. We investigated_the problem. 
4. | arrived_on time. 10. She finished_early. 

5. Lintended _to call my parents. II. The police arrested_him. 

6. They worked _hard_ to finish the job. 12. She invited_all her friends. 


Practice irregular past tense verbs: 





The following sentences are either in the present or in future tense. Change the verb to 
its irregular past tense form and then state the sentence. 


1. | think it is right. 
2. | take the morning train. 


. She will go to that college. 


Pate eens) 


. The kids run all the way to school. 


uo 


3. | will bring you flowers. 
4. | find the right street. 


. We will buy a new computer. 





aN DD 


. We drive carefully. 


As Irregular Past Tense: 

I. [ thought it was right. 5. She went to that college. 

2. I took the morning train. 6. The kids ran all the way to school. 

3. I brought you flowers. 7. We bought a new computer. 
4. I found the right street. 8. We drove carefully. 


Practice the suffix -ed in conversational speech: 


Tell about events in your day. Use regular verbs that require suffix -ed as well as irregular 
verbs. For example: 


“I walked to the bus stop and waited about ten minutes for the bus. The bus | 
dropped me off at the library. There, I studied, I looked up information, and 
checked out some books...” | 
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Consonants 








SILENT SPELLINGS 


Spellings p, b — These are not pronounced in the following words: 


boms 

climes 

comy 

crumé 
debt 


ballex 
bouquef 
buffe¥ 
debu¥Y 
depoY 


bought 
bright 
brought 
caught 
asta 
fei 

fight 
fought 
height 


hi 
ack 
hee 
hock 
ow 





doubt 
dums 
lameé 
lime 

num& 


filler 
gourmey 
rapport 
valey 
fasten 


a 
night 
ought 
x: 
sigh 
sight 
poe 
thought 
era 
wrought 


thumy corps’ 
tomy cour 
womy psalm 
plumber psyche 
pluming psychic 
suftle receipt 


hasten mustn't 
lisfen brisfle 
mois#en  casfle 
offen husfle 
soffen whisfle 


Spellings k, c, g — These are not pronounced in the following words: 


aligh forei 

assi Xnowledge 
benigh mus¢efe 
campaigh sovereigh 
champagne 


consigh 
desigh 


distraught 
Indigt 
maligh 
resigh 


tonight 


cupboard 


Joneumonia 
pseudonym 
psychologist 
psychology 


Spellings t, d — These are not pronounced in the following words: 


morgage 
Chris¥mas 
hangsome 
hangkerchief 


Wednesday 
wrestle 





alignment 
arraignment 
assighment 
consighment 


desigher 
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CONTINUANT CONSONANTS 


The sounds that follow in this section are produced with continuous airflow. 





. : Lo 


ql Es 


/0/ — voiceless /6/ — voiced 





Consonants 


( /0/ — thin, thank 
/é/ — then, that 


Contrast: /6/ — /t/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


thank__ tank__ bath__ bat__ 
thick tick__ booth__ boot__ 
Answers: thank tick bath booth 


Say the following words to contrast the /8/ and /t/ sounds. Remember that the airflow 
is continuous for /8/, while stopped for /t/. Repeat: 


thought — taught threw/through — true both — boat 
thread — tread three — tree faith — fate 
thin — tin - with — wit math — mat 








See page 5.24 for more practice words that contain the sounds /@/ and /t/. 


Now repeat these words and sentences: 





thank —tank Whom should | thank? ................. | filled up the tank. 

thick — tick THE fou iStick...“ bbw It’s a loud tick. 

bath — bat | took a hot bath. 2.0.0... Is that a bird or a bat? 
booth— boot Where's the phone booth? ........... Where’s the other boot? 


Try sentences with both /@/ and /t/. Repeat, and then listen again. 


+97 


Is it one tree, or three? a 


Thank you for filling the tank, a 


We both went on the boat. Is it true you are through? 
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Practice contrasting the /8/ and /t/ sounds. After you hear A, say the correct response 
in B. You will hear a model after. 


A B A B 
Itinvolves numbers. .... _ = Math. A washing, ..........cc000- ____ A bath. 
Short for Matthew. ...... _—s Matt. It's used in baseball. .... A bar. 
It's an idea. oo... A thought, It's anumber. ............. __ Three. 
Past tense forteach. ... __—ss- Taught. A tall woody plant, ....... __ Atree. 
The upper leg. ............ ___ The thigh. Opposite of thick. ........ _' Thin. 
Short for necktie. ....... __. Fe A kind of metal. .......... ae TG 

A kind of enclosure. .... _ A booth. One and the other. ....... ___ Both 
You weariton yourfoot. _— = 4 boot. A water craft. .............. ___ A boat, 
No one can avoid this. .. _._—s- Death. 

PENADIEYS veces: <pesscnerioe ___- A debt. 


Contrast: /6/ — /d/ 


Can you hear the contrast between the /6/ and /d/ sounds? Listen to these word pairs. 
You will hear one word again. Which is it? 


there _- dare__ they day__ 
then _—- den__ breathe breed __ 
Answers: there den day breathe 


Remember that the airflow is continuous for /6/, while it is stopped for /d/. Repeat: 


those — doze lather — ladder 
though — dough soothe — sued 


Now say these words and sentences. Repeat: 


then — den Now or then? ............ It's in the den. 
there — dare Leave it there. .......... Do you dare? 
they — day Who are they? .......... Have a nice day. 
those — doze | need those. ............ A nap is a doze. 


Practice both /6/ and /d/ in sentences, Repeat, and listen again. 


| then went to the den. a® Did you say dose or those? a 





They took one day. | don’t dare go there. 





Consonants 





Contrast: /6/ — /s/ 


Can you differentiate between /6/ and /s/? Listen to these word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 


faith face __ thank__ sank__ 
forth/fourth force _ thing__ sing __ 
Answers: faith force thank thing 


Repeat these word pairs: 


mouth — mouse think — sink thumb — some/sum 
tenth — tense thought — sought worth — worse 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


forth — force He paced back and forth. ......... It hit with force. 

thaw — saw To melt is to thaw. ............ ee That's not what | saw. 
worth — worse How much is it worth? .............. It couldn’t be worse. 
thing — sing That is a good thing. ................ | heard the chorus sing. 
thumb — sum Press with your thumb. ............ The total is the sum. 


Practice both /6/ and /s/ in sentences. Repeat, and listen again. 





It's no sin to be thin. T® 
| think it’s in the sink. 
There’s something on my thumb. 


: After you hear A, state the correct response in B, You will hear a model after. 


A B A B 

It's partofthe hand... _.= = Thethumb. Opposite of thin. ____ Thick. 

The total. a. _ The sum. He's ill. ac —_ He’ sick. 
Itmeans narrow. ... _ Thin. Another name for object. __—ss—s Thing. 

A wrongdoing. ws , Asim Whatachoirdoes. ... _ Sing. 

The date after the third. _ =» The fourth. ‘It's belowthe nose. .., The mouth. 


It means power. _... Force. It’s by the computer. ... 


The mouse. 
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Contrast: /6/ - /z/ 
Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


breathe breeze__ clothing__ closing__ then__ Zen __ 


Answers: breeze clothing Zen 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


breathe — breeze We all must breathe. ......... | feel a cool breeze. 
clothing— closing | like the clothing. .............. The store is closing. 
teething’— teasing The baby is teething. ........ | was only teasing. 


Practice both /6/ and /z/ sounds in sentences. Repeat, and listen again. 


The clothing store is closing. 
Breathe in the cool breeze. 
He then studied Zen. 


Practice numbers containing the sound /6/. Repeat: 


3,13 30, 333 1000, 1033 3000, 3030 


eV3—n=he—_—<_—_—_—_——ere—ee—————— eee SSS 
Sound Clusters — /0, 6/ 
When /6/ follows /n/, place the tongue tip for /n/ in the same place as for /6/, with the 
tongue tip between the upper and lower teeth. Repeat these numbers: 


7h gih 10", l y% 13" 14, 15" 16". 17 18" 19% 


In the following words, the consonant before /6, 6/ is produced in the same place as 
/6, 6/. First stop the airflow, and then lower the tongue tip quickly for /6, 6/. Repeat: 


eighth length width 





Consonants 


To produce /8/ + /s/, move the tongue tip from the position of /6/ into the position of 
/s/ without touching the alveolar ridge. Repeat: 


booths fifths months 
eighths fourths tenths 


Practice linking /8, 6/ with /t/ or /d/, Repeat: 


What_thing? Did_they? 
Who did_that? I would_thank him. 
I'll wait_there, You might_think that. 


SYNONYMS - Practice /6, 6/ sounds in synonyms. After you hear A, say its synonym, 
B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 

defrost ____ thaw arithmetic —— math 
disturb ____ bother dirt _____ filth 
dirty ____ filthy religion ___ faith 
grateful ____ thankful richness ___ wealth 
skinny ___ thin dentures ____ false teeth 
an idea _____ a thought sports _____ athletics 


ANTONYMS - Practice both /8, 6/ sounds in antonyms within phrases. After you hear A, say 
its opposite, B. Listen to the model after. 





A 8 A B 
They're apart _ They're together. Two sisters. ___ Two brothers. 
It’s a birth. _____ Its a death. | have nothing. ___ IT have something. 
It’s ours. ___ It’s theirs. | like those. ____ I like these. 
It’s either. _____ Its neither. Look at that. —__ Look at this. 
My father. ____ My mother. Very thick. ____ Very thin. 
Is it here? ____Is it there? Go with us. ___ Go with them. 
They're nearer. __ They're farther. We are. ____ They are. 
| Go north. —__ Go south. What's the length? _ What's the width? 
—— _____- Without sugar. 


| Do it now. Do it then. With sugar. 


Practice the sounds /@, 6/ in a dialogue. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

| think these are the best ones. ......... I thought they were the only ones. 

No, there's another kind over there. ... Those on the right? 

Yes, they're the new ones. ..........06 I think those are even better than these. 
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Conversational Exercise 


The following dialogue typifies the frequent use of the /8, 6/ sounds in conversational 
speech. Listen. 


Excuse me? Do you have that in blue? 


bi dbatveniresanvys Do I have this in blue? 


satseeseaastaceives This? 


santeaanseeeie Just so we understand each other, is this the “that" 
you were referring to? 


That's it! But I do have a question. What exactly is the 
difference between this, that, and those over there? 


Pee Well, it basically boils down to this: This, that, and the other. 
That I can understand. Thanks for clearing that up for me. 


sihassdsteyensienecs Hey. It's this simple: That's my job. 





Consonants 
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é L 


/fl_ voiceless lvl - voiced 


fine, few, phone vine, view, vinyl 


) 


Contrast: /f/ —/v/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to these word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 


face__ vase__ leaf__ leave __ safe. save__ 


Answers: vase leave save 


Repeat these words: 


fan — van rifle — rival 
fine — vine surface — service 


Repeat these words and sentences. 


VINE — FINE... ...eeeceeeeceeeeereeeee The vine looks fine. 

refuse — reviews ................ | refuse to read the reviews. 
leave — leaf ..........ccceceeeeeeeee Did you leave the leaf? 
Save — Safe ..........eecceceeeeeees Save the money in a safe. 


Consonants 


Contrast: /f, v/ —/0, 6/ 


Can you differentiate between /8, 6/ and /f/ or /v/? Listen to word pairs. You will 
hear one word again. Which one is it? 


thirst___ first__ think__ fink__ that__ vat__ 


Answers: thirst fink vat 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


think —fink Stop and think. .............. eee Is a cheater a fink? 
thirst — first | This will quench your thirst. ........ Do first things first. 
these —fees I'll take one of these. ................ What are the fees? 
that — vat Take a look at that! ........ccccceeseee The big tub is a vat. 


See page 5.29 and 5.30 for more practice words on the sounds /f/ and /v/. 





Suffix -s 
Suffix -s is voiceless after /f/, and it is voiced after /v/. Listen: 





proofs — proves safes — saves waifs — waves 


Repeat these words: 


laughs loves negatives 
paragraphs involves relatives 
photographs dissolves 





Suffix -ed 
Suffix -ed is voiceless after /f/, and it is voiced after /v/. Listen: 


laughed — loved lift — lived proofed — proved 





The Comprenensive American Accent Guide 





Repeat the following words: 


ft! Ivdl Ivdl 
coughed lived behaved 
craft proved believed 
lift shoved involved 


Practice /f/ and /v/ plus -ed. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


ift/ 
A B 
Did he find it funny? ...0......0.....0.. Yes, he laughed about it. 
Did they work hard? oo... No, they goofed off. 
Did you leave late? ........ eee No, I left early. 
Was itincluded? ..........00......e No, it was left out. 

ivdl 

A B 
Does he still have a mustache? ...... No, he shaved it off. 
How was the movie? ..,.............-2++ I loved it. 
Did you have any doubt? ................ No, I believed it. 
Did the package arrive? .................. Yes, I received it yesterday. 


Contrast: /v/ —/b/ 


For /v/ the airflow is directed between the upper teeth and the bottom lip. For /b/, the 
airflow is stopped by the lips, and then released quickly. These sounds are usually 
pronounced as spelled. 


Can you differentiate between the sounds /v/ and /b/? Listen to these word pairs. You 
will hear one word again. Which is it? 


van__ ban__ vest__ best__ very__ berry__ 
Answers: ban vest very 


Repeat words and sentences to contrast /v/ with /b/: 


curve —curb Drive around the curve. .......... Park near the curb. 
very—berry I’m very thankful. ................44- A berry is a tiny fruit. 
vest — best He wore a VeSt. .....e.eeeeeeceeneeeee Which is the best? 
vet — bet | took my pet to the vet. .......... A gambler likes to bet. 
vote — boat Register to Vote. .....cccccceceeeeeees They travel by boat. 


Consonants 





Irregular Plurals — /Ivz/ 


Practice the singular as well as the plural forms 
of words that end with /f, Repeat: 


Nfl Nvzi Af lvl 
self -— selves himself — themselves 
shelf — shelves yourself — yourselves 





3.29 
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Consonants 


THE SIBILANT SOUNDS 


TO PRODUCE: Hold your tongue tip behind 
‘your bottom teeth and place the tongue 
tS) Z sides against the upper sides of your mouth. 
Raise the front of the tongue toward the 


alveolar ridge to form a narrow passage. 
Direct the airflow forward continuously 
through the passage. 





ZS 





= NG 
/s/ - voiceless /z/ - voiced 
4 
The sound /s/ is similar to the The sound /z/ is similar to 
hissing sound of a leaking tire. the buzzing sound of a bee. 


Lip Posture for /s/ and /z// 


Retract for high-front vowels, Round for high-back vowels, 
asin: see lease easy asin: soon so whose/who’s 





6.1 
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S | 


/fl - voiceless /3/ - voiced 
she nation wish pleasure beige 


In English this sound occurs only in 
the middle or at the ends of words. 





/tf{/ - voiceless /d3z/ - voiced 
chew watching each jam major edge 


Lip Posture for /f/, /3/, /tf/, /d3z/ 


ee 


Round the lips and project them outward slightly. 





6,2 


Consonants 
THE SIBILANT SOUNDS 


' A sibilant is a sound that has a whistle-like quality. The sibilant speech sounds are 


pairs of sounds produced in the same way, except that one sound is voiceless and the 
other is voiced. The sibilants are: 


FST WAV SO AEE” snzyencrcodesares Iz/ z00, zip, maze 


fl she, ship, ash .ecceesscees /3/ rouge, beige, pleasure 
[tfl chew, chip, each .......4.. /d3/ jaw, jam, age 
INITIAL SIBILANT SOUNDS 


Can you hear the difference between different sibilant sounds? Listen to word pairs. 
You will hear one word again. Which is it? 


sack Zach__ chunk__ junk__ Zoe__ Joe __ 
sea/see_ she__ share__ chair__ ages__ Asia’s__ 
Answers: 

sac junk Zoe 

she share Asia’s 


Contrast the various sibilant sounds. Repeat these word pairs: 


sip — zip sign — shine 
Sue/sue — zoo so — show 

ship — chip cheap — Jeep 
shop — chop choke — joke 





| To practice contrasting the sibilant sounds, repeat these words and sentences. Then 
listen again. 


sane Not crazy, but sane. i | Zach Zachary is called Zach. r® 
Jane Her name is Jane. Jack Have you heard from Jack? 
chain How long is the chain? seat I'll save you a seat. 

shack They live in a shack. sheet | signed the sheet. 


sack Look in the sack, cheat It's not fair to cheat. 
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Practice contrasting initial sibilants in exchanges. Listen to A and B, and then repeat B. 


A B 

It's below the mouth. .............0...... The chin. 

It’s below the knee. ...........:::c00 The shin. 

What kind of animal? oo... A sheep. 

What kind of vehicle? wo... A Jeep. 

What's that game? 2.0... eee It’s chess. 
Wha'sithate® tsa cccexcccssccesseveasseeissas It’s Jess. 

What's another word for select. ...... Choose. 

What would you like to drink? ....... Juice. 

Is ita difficult task? oo. Yes, it’s a chore. 
Isita seaside? 0.00... Yes, it’s a shore. 
Here’SQArlink, ....sescvesesevreguceovegecers I'll take a sip. 

How will you get there? ................. I'll take a ship. 

IS TEHIKG MISONO? cscccscsseesacceasctssse Yes, it’s the same. 
Is itembarrassing? ...........-......-.-- Yes, it’s a shame. 
| wasn't S@riOUS. ..........-.esseeeeeeeeee Were you joking? 
| couldn't stop coughing. ............. Were you choking? 
Is itatiny piece? oc... eee No it’s a chunk. 

Is that good stuff? o.oo... eee No, it’s junk. 


Listen carefully to these statements and answer the questions. You will hear models 
after each response. 


Jess was visiting, and we played chess. 


Who was visiting? Tess, 
What did they play? __—s-s . kes, 
While driving the Jeep, she spotted the sheep. 
What was she driving? —... “The Jeep, 
What did she spot? _—Ss_—:‘ The sheep. 


Sue was late because she had lost her shoe. 


Who was late? a. ‘See: 
What had she lost? __—— Her shoe. 


He found the chunk, and mistook it for junk. 


What did he find? ——*SThe chunk. 
What did he mistake it for? Junk. 





6.4 


Consonants 


/S/ BLENDS 


The consonant /s/ combines 
with certain other consonants 
to form s blends. 





Listen to words with s blends: 


school stop spend sleep 


To produce an s blend, form the second consonant while releasing /s/. To say stand, 


for example, place your tongue tip in position for /t/ as you release /s/. Practice s 
blends. Repeat: 


/st/ (sk/ /sp/ /sm/ /sl/ /sn/ 

Steve scan speak small slim snap 
| step school spend smell slow sneak 
| stop sky sport smile slum snow 


Refining the s Blend - Avoid adding a vowel sound before an s blend, as in “estay” 
for stay, or “esky” for sky. This can change meaning. Listen: 


A B 
What's another word for respect. .............. Esteem. 
What is water Vapor? oo... eee eeeeeeeereeees Steam. 
A facial expression. ............ceceeeeeeeeetceee A smile. 
Opposite Of frOWN. oo... eee ce ceceeeeseeeeeeee Smile. 





Repeat these responses: 


A B 
An institution of learning. «0.0.0.0... A school. 
Where did you go today? ..............c0ccc0 School. 
An opinion or position. 0.0.00... cece A stand. 
Opposite :Of Sits. ssisasesccsccessiscsse cava cs caiseseee Stand. 
An aroma OF SCENt. ooo... eee eeececteeeeeeeee A smell. 
MOL STUPID serves gedecgvetyoysass voce Bae yeseon venture Smell, 
Part of a bicycle wheel. ......-.....c.ccceeeeeoee A spoke. 


Past tense for Speak. ..............:cccceceseeesseees Spoke. 
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6.6 


Avoid inserting a vowel in s blends. This can change meaning. Listen: 


Where's the best location? ............... That spot. 

WS. that a Pan?” seasssczecsacessestsoncaestectascs That's a pot. 
Who is James Bond? ...............00000- That spy. 

ISP ata BAKO? ois eninicccsmcascecatcteenss That's a pie. 


Now repeat the responses: 


A B 

What do you find attractive? ............. That smile. 
How far is that? .........:ccseseceeseseeeeeee That's a mile. 
How small is the micro chip? ............ That small. 
What is that building? «0... It’s a mall. 
What did you find in the garden? ....... That snail. 
What is that sharp object? ................. That’s a nail. 





FS @ 


FINAL SIBILANT SOUNDS 
Contrast: /s/ —/z/ 
Listen: 
hearse — hers hiss — his this — these 
Which ending is longer, the voiceless or the voiced? 
Can you hear the difference between the final sounds /s/ and /z/? Listen to word pairs. 
You will hear one word again. Which is it? 
lace__— lays __ miss ____ Ms, ____ race ___— raise __ 
Answers: lace Ms. race 
Repeat these word pairs: 


loose — lose rice — rise 
loss — laws this — these 








Consonants 


Practice final /s/ and final /z/ in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. Then 
listen again. 


A 


HE IMGANS IO CANONS .czciscssessactessetasgusertssassass Place. cy 

Broadway is famous for these. ............... Plays. 

Opposite Of COMfLiCt. ...ceeceeccceccetseeceseeeees Peace. 

A kind of vegetable. ........ eee Peas. 

A CONMOSL: sas sscasiesiscesseciatscectesissssacrsazaesazas A race. 

AN increase iN Pay. .........csceseeseseeeseeenees A raise. 

TMG GANAGG:  aseacecsssesacteassssarsescuctsatonssenesse The loss. 

They're made to protect US... The laws. 

What made the drinks Cold? ......c:.e.cecce0e The ice. GMA. 

What do you notice first? 0. The eyes. neh 
@ & 

What are you looking for? ............ cee The price. 

What are you hoping for? ..............ce The prize. 

ASO AGVANGES fF. 2c seas orscarterissriasvastenecteares No, they are lice. 

ALE MOY TUS? sssseccisssesscveisscezssaacosscztassingse No, they are lies. 


Frequently Used Words Ending in /z/ — The s spelling is voiced in these exchanges. 





Listen: 
A B 
US (UP scx sexczesectsescccceadsdectsdsotetenasdeaeote It is. 
Was TBP sss. 2c ceo. essex rac ctstsasediaseasqestces It was. 
Guess WHOSE? oo... c cece eeeeeeeeeees Whose? 


Listen to A and B, and then repeat B. 


A B 

Was, Or Wasn'tit? oo. It was. 

BQOSHES a Scaisciosscacsatsetacosea Tides saacstan a? It does. 

Whose was that? 0.0... eee It was his. 

Has he Called? ......:..:..:,ecssscscessecenes He has. 

Was'She Here? sccsiveesicecscecteice atts She was. 

IS ITAS OIG?) eisvsaeersedevareetveype rege As old as what? 








6.7 
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Contrast: /f/ — /tf/ 


Listen: 


crush — crutch lash — latch mash — match 


Repeat these words: 


cash — catch wash — watch wish — which/witch 


Practice the final /{/ and the final /tS/ in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat 
B. Then listen again. 


A B 
What are you washing? ................. A dish. 
What are you digging? ............0..... A ditch. 


What should | do with the potatoes? © Mash them. 
What should | do with the socks? ..... Match them. 


IU S.GUEY:. «.soaccs cacti aoe cceseerses Okay, I'll wash it. 
Please take care of this. ................ Okay, I'll watch it. 


Contrast: /tf/ — /d3/ 


Contrast the voiceless ending /t{/ with the voiced ending /d3/. Listen: 


batch — badge etch -— edge h - age 


After you hear A and B, repeat B. Then listen again. 


A B 
What is a Delt? ...:....ccccseesceseeteseees Acinch. @% 
What is a slight burn? ................0 A singe. 

I’m learning calligraphy. ................. That's a good h. 
{DZS VCAS ON: < es sscczessssensasntysesax That's a good age. 
That's a large wash load. ................. It’s a big batch. 

Is that a large button? oe. It's a big badge. 





6.8 


Consonants 











Contrast: /3/ — Other Sibilant Sounds 





Listen to words contrasting the sibilant sounds /z/ and /3/: 
bays beige 
Now repeat: 
use all — usual enclose hers — enclosures 


Listen to words contrasting the sounds /{/ and /3/: 


masher — measure pressure — pleasure 
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Repeat: 


trash it — treasure Russian — Persian vicious — vision 


Listen to words contrasting the sounds /d3/ and /3/: 
aging —- Asia 
Repeat these words: 
legion — leisure virgin — version message — massage 


Repeat these sentences. Then listen again. 


The Persian rug is beige. © They measured the garage. 


Asia has many treasures. Does aging affect vision? 





STOP CONSONANTS +S 
Suffix -s 


Can you hear the suffix -s attached to consonants? Listen to words, once with a suffix and 
once without. You will hear one word again. Which is it? 


caps cap __ dates date __ bags. bag___ 


Answers: cap date bags 





Consonants 


Contrast: Suffix -S Voiceless — Suffix -§ Voiced 


The suffix -s is voiceless after voiceless consonants, and it is voiced after voiced 
consonants. Listen: 


backs — bags laps/lapse — labs rates — raids 


Note again that voiced endings are longer than voiceless endings. 


To produce stop consonants + /s/, stop the airflow and then release it sharply for /s/. 
Listen: 


ups aches its 











Repeat words with voiceless endings: 


tops talks tots 


Now repeat words with voiced endings: 


tubs tugs duds 


Can you hear the difference between voiceless suffix -s and voiced suffix -s? Listen 
to word pairs. You will hear one word again. Which is it? 


knacks_ nagS__—=—s ropes___ robes __ fats. fads __ 















Answers: mags robes fats 






Ips/ — /bz/ 
Repeat these words to contrast the 
voiceless ending /ps/ with the voiced 


ending /bz/: 
caps — cabs rips — ribs 
laps/lapse — labs ropes — robes 


Repeat these sentences. Then listen again each time. 


Perhaps they are cabs. a 
They sell caps and robes. 
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/ks/ —/gz/ 


Repeat these words to contrast the 
voiceless ending /ks/ with the voiced 
ending /gz/. 





backs — bags bucks — bugs 
lacks/lax — lags docks — dogs 


/ks/ — /sk/ 
Contrast the sound /ks/ with the sound /sk/. Can you hear the difference between 
words such as ax and ask? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one word again. 
Which is it? 

ax ask__ bricks__ brisk__ Mack’s/Max__ mask __ 


Answers: ax bricks mask 


Repeat these word pairs: 


ax — ask Rick’s — risk 
Dick’s — disc/disk tacks/tax — task 


Repeat these sentences. Then listen again. 


Ask at the desk. a Rick's friend took a risk a 
Is that Dick’s compact disc? The task is to figure the tax. 


Spelling X is pronounced voiceless as 
in extra, or voiced as in exactly. 


Spelling x as a voiceless sound. Listen: 





Iks/ 


extra except extreme 


Repeat these words: 


lacks/lax index excess expire exciting 
tacks/tax Phoenix expand expose excitement 
whacks/wax Texas expense extend expensive 








Consonants 


Spelling x as a voiced sound. Listen: 


Igz/ 


exist existing 


Note that x is a voiced sound at beginnings of stressed syllables. Repeat these 
words: 


exact exactly exaggerate exaggeration 
exempt example 


Repeat sentences with both voiceless and voiced endings. Listen again to the model. 


Phoenix is not in Texas. 
Is it tax exempt? 


It's exactly what | expected. 
That is an excellent example. 






Its/ — /dz/ 


Repeat these words to contrast endings /ts/ and /dz/: 


beats/beets — beads kits — kids seats — seeds 
fats — fads mates — maids rights/rites/writes — rides 





Repeat these words and sentences. Listen again to the model. 


kits — kids We need first aid kits. Gg 
They're acting like kids. 


mates — maids Should we bring our mates? 
Motels employ maids. 


seats—seeds We took the front seats. 
We planted the seeds. 
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Pronouncing Contracted Forms - Use the s blends to practice contracted forms. 
After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

Which stall is empty? ................:0000 That stall. 
He’s seven feet tall. ................ccc That's tall. 
Which character did you like? ............ That spy. 
What kind of dessertis it? .......0.000.... That's pie. 
WAIGHSENOOIS crear ticecan nes That school. 
What's slang for “that’s great”? .......... That's cool. 


What should we do with the boxes? .... Let’s stack them up. 
What should we do with the rugs? ...... Let’s tack them down. 


SYNONYMS - Practice voiceless as well as voiced endings in synonyms. After you 
hear A and B, repeat B. Then listen again. 


A B A B 

desires wants 4 permits lets a 
embraces hugs retains keeps 

This time after you hear A, say B. Then listen to the model. 

A B A B 
baby seals ___ cubs Fathers ___ Dads 
dollars _____ bucks helpers ____ aides 
insects _____ bugs sacks ___ bags 


CONSONANT CLUSTERS WITH /S/ 


Consonant clusters are groups of consonants. Listen to consonant clusters ending with /s/. 


drafts facts waists/wastes 


Note that these clusters actually sound like a double s. Listen again, casts. To 
practice consonant clusters with final /s/, break up words, and then put them 
together. Example: for feasts say “feas-ts,” then “feasts.”’ Listen: 


/fts/ /sts/ /kts/ 


craf ts — crafts lis ts — lists fac ts — facts 





Consonants 





Repeat the following: 
cos ts — costs tes ts — tests ac ts —acts 


Practice consonant clusters in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. Then listen 


again. 
A B 
How long is the play? ....... eee It has three acts. ® 
Sidyoa HUE .255 cc cxnavaxee I made some attempts. 
How much do | owe? .........-...ceeeeee Here are the costs. 
What is the truth? oo... These are the facts. 





Suffix /az/ (-es) 
The suffix -s attached to sibilants is pronounced /az/. Listen: 


races George's 
crashes Rich’s/riches 


Say words to contrast several sibilants + suffix -es. Repeat: 


aces — h’s — ages races — raises/razes — rages 
s’s — etches — edges masses — mashes — matches 


Repeat these words and sentences: 





cashes—catches Abank cashes checks. .......... Acat catches mice. 
washes — watches He washes his Car. ............... He watches TV. 
h’'s — ages Handshake has two h’s. ........ When were the dark ages? 


Practice the suffix -es in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. Then listen again. 


A B 

Did you have a good weekend? .......... Yes, we went to the races. a 
Is ita good place to work? .............. They pay good wages. 

How many languages do you speak? .. I speak two languages. 

How was he punished? .................004. He lost his privileges. 


Why did you choose that? .........0....... It has many advantages. 
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ANTONYMS — Practice the suffix -es in antonyms. After you hear A, say its opposite, B. 
Listen to the model after. 


A B A B 
disadvantages advantages shrinks stretches 
repairs damages starts Sinishes 
pulls pushes throws catches 


SYNONYMS — Practice the suffix -es in synonyms. After you hear the first word, say its 
synonym. You will hear a model after. 


A B A B 
fragments pieces vows promises 
sofas couches hurries rushes 
hugs embraces 


SYNONYMS — Practice the different pronunciations of suffix -s in groups of synonyms that 
are third person singular verbs, as in “He lives there” or “She works there.” Repeat: 


checks - inspects - examines - investigates 
prefers - favors - chooses - picks - selects 
helps - assists - aids - supports 

loves - adores - treasures - cherishes 
sleeps - naps - dozes - snoozes 

talks - speaks - discusses - communicates 





Suffix /arz/ (-ize) — Practice using the suffix -ize on verbs, as you also focus on 
correct word stress. Repeat: 


emphasis — emphasize 
analysis — analyze 


critic — criticize 
vandal — vandalize 
sterile — sterilize 


Practice the suffix -ize in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. Listen again. 
A B 


What is their specialty? ................ They specialize in computers. %® 
Will you have a summary?.............. Yes, I'll summarize it. 
He seems social, ..................20:.00 He does like to socialize. 


Practice changing a noun to a verb by adding the suffix -ize. After you hear A, say B. 
Then listen to the model. 


A 
real 
social 

modern 
scandal 


B 

realize 
socialize 
modernize 
scandalize 





Consonants 


Suffix /fan/ (-tion, -sion, -cian) — Practice the suffix /fan/ on nouns as you focus also 
on word stress. Repeat: 


action addition admission permission 
caution ambition commission physician 
mention condition position technician 


Practice the suffix /Jan/ in exchanges. After you hear A, and B, repeat B. Then listen again. 





A B 
Iwonalottery. 200. Congratulations! a 
Why do you go to school? ............ For an education. 
What does a yellow traffic signal mean? Proceed with caution. 
What you find in a dictionary. .......... Definitions. 
The way a word is pronounced. ....... Pronunciation, 
A specialist in technical work. ......... A technician. 
A person skilled in magic, ...........,.. A magician. 
A specialist in electricity. ............... An electrician. 
) A person engaged in politics. ........... A politician. 
Four basic math functions. ............ Addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication. 


| 
| Suffix /fel/ (-cial, -tial) — Practice the suffix /fel/ in adjectives as you focus also on word 
| stress. Repeat: 












financial artificial 
initial beneficial 
official confidential 


PARAPHRASING — The B responses are paraphrases of the A statements. After you hear A 
and B, repeat B. Then listen again. 





A B 

IES A SGCTOR. yas nna keenest? It’s confidential. g® 
histiGtnatal’. 63, ...ss4<4 44% It’s artificial. 

The law has passed. ...........---.-....- It’s official. 

It’s good for you. ..........-..22...e eee It’s beneficial. 

It’s the beginning. ................ce It’s initial. 


ICIS ACONOMIGs-.3. 0 ee. It’s financial. 


Suffix /fes/ (-cious, -tious, -xious) — Practice the suffix /fez/ on adjectives as you 
focus also on word stress. Repeat: A 







cautious ambitious obnoxious 
luscious nutritious suspicious 
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PARAPHRASING — The B responses are paraphrases of the A statements. After you hear A 
and B, repeat B. Then listen again. 


A B 
They are bad tempered and cruel. ........... They are vicious, 
They are very valuable. ........cccseeseseeee They're precious. 
WIS TOOMNE iid oie sia cee It is spacious, 

They taste Very QOOd. oe. eceeeeeeeees They are delicious. 
She’s polite and friendly. ....... cee She's gracious. 


Suffix /zan/ (-sian, -sion) —Practice the suffix /fan/ on nouns as you focus also on 
word stress. Repeat: 


Asian confusion decision inclusion subdivision 
fusion explosion division Caucasian supervision 
version occasion precision Parisian television 


PARAPHRASING — The B responses are paraphrases of the A statements. After you hear A 
and B, say B. Then listen again. 


A B 
Tell me your side of the story. ......... Tell me your version. 

They are SUPEFVISOFS. ........ceeeeeeeeeseeeeeee They provide supervision. 
The ruler is precise. ............:..:scececsssseeees It measures with precision. 
It’s a Special event. .......:ccccessesecseesesesees It's a special occasion. 

He’s a medical doctor, .............:.ccseeeeeeees He's a physician. 

| have made up my Mind. 0... eee I’ve made a decision. 





Suffix |dzaz/ (-geous, -gious) — Practice the suffix /dzaz/ on adjectives, as you also 
focus on word stress. Repeat: 


gorgeous courageous religious outrageous 


PARAPHRASING —The B responses are paraphrases of the A statements. After you hear A 
and B, repeat B. Then listen again. 


A B 
MNGY ARS FATAL, sscscesepsassnesssencsaacseaess They are religious. 
They are Draves. .....:..0:.ccsssesievesseseeess They are courageous. 
JEAS‘SHOGKING! 02.0. sderrses cine dered eee It’s outrageous! 


She is very beautiful. 0... ee She is gorgeous. 





Consonants 


Suffix /ast/ (-est) 


SUPERLATIVES —Superlative means surpassing all others. Practice the suffix -es¢ in these 
superlatives. Repeat: 


biggest highest nicest noisiest 
fastest longest strongest sloppiest 


ANTONYMS — Practice the suffix -es¢ in antonyms within phrases. After you hear A and B, 
repeat B, Then listen again. 


A Bb 

The meanest person. ............... The nicest person. 
The quietest crowd. ................. The noisiest crowd. 
The sloppiest room. ................ The neatest room. 


This time, you state the antonym. After you hear A, say its opposite, B. Listen to the 


model. F 


! B 
The slowest train. ..........-....0 The fastest train. 
The shortest meeting. ............. ____ The longest meeting. 
The weakest coffee. ................ ____ The strongest coffee. 
The lowest point. ............ The highest point. 


The smallest computer, ........... The biggest computer. 


Suffix /1st/ (-ist) - The suffix -ist on a noun indicates a title, or a person who practices 
or is skilled in something. Repeat these words: 


artist optimist perfectionist 
dentist pessimist psychiatrist 

florist pharmacist receptionist 

tourist 













SIBILANTS + Suffix -ed Pronunciations 
= /s] + ed = /st/ raced 
The suffix -ed is voiceless after voiceless a i oe 5 ae ee 
sibilants, as in raced and searched; and it if + -ed = ist i” wets 
is voiced after voiced sibilants, as in raised Fagie ed |=" ideal | pubeds 





and surged. 


Contrast: Voiceless Ending /-st/—— Voiced Ending /-zd/ 





Ist! - /zd/ 
Repeat these word pairs: 
| cost — caused post — posed 
| faced — phased raced — raised/razed 
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Practice words with voiceless endings and then words with voiced endings. Repeat: 


Istl /zd/ 
guessed/guest harassed accused opposed 
leased/least impressed amazed refused 
missed/mist insist confused supposed 
passed/past 


After you hear A and B, repeat B: 


A B 
What's the best route? occ It depends on how fast you want to get there. 
What about distance? oo... Twenty-First Street is the shortest, 


and Forty-First Street is the longest. 


Then Twenty-First must be the fastest. .... It has the most stops, and 
Twenty-First Street has the least. 





Okay, which has the best scenery? 


/ftl 

Practice the sound /{/ with suffix -ed. Repeat: 
hushed famished 
rushed finished 
wished nourished 


SYNONYMS —Practice the suffix -ed in synonyms. After you hear A and B, say B. Then 
listen again. 


A B 

HUNGEY c.cAceetteved. famished 
completed ............ finished 
nurtured, ....:...5.5..55 nourished 


This time you state the synonym. After you hear A, say B.Then listen to the model. 


A B 
GOSHEM! aicicscccscecciaccecseves _____— wished 
MUUPTIOG! .. ccccecesecreee tics ccett ss rushed 
SIONCOG) scrcscseiseracssedecase ___—— hushed 
/tftl 
Practice the sound /t§/ with the suffix -ed. Repeat: 
matched touched attached 
patched watched approached 
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Consonants 


SYNONYMS = Practice the suffix -ed in synonyms. After you hear A and B, say B. 
Then listen again. 
A B G®> A B 
extended stretched | tossed pitched 
soaked drenched went toward approached 


This time you state the synonym. After you hear A, say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
handled ___ touched | paired ___ matched 
exchanged __ switched fastened ____ attached 


/d3zd/ 

Practice the sound /d3/ with the suffix -ed, Repeat: 
damaged packaged arranged acknowledged 
managed privileged alleged encouraged 


SYNONYMS - Practice the suffix -ed in synonyms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 
Then listen again. 












A B A B 
determined judged motivated encouraged 
advantaged _ privileged recognized acknowledged 


This time you state the synonym. After you hear A, say B. Then listen to the model. 
B A B 


A, 
controlled ____ managed | spoiled ____ damaged 
prepared ____ arranged wrapped ___ packaged 





Linking: Sibilants with Other Sibilants 


There is no break between sibilants adjoining each other between words. Listen: 


Is_she? /iz§i/ | Less chance.  /lestfeens/ 
Which_scene? /witfsin/ It’s_junk. /ttsd3ank/ 
Repeat: 


It has_charm. | They cash_checks. 
Which_store is it? It’s a huge_storm. 
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The final ¢ and d are not pronounced between sibilants in adjoining words. Listen to 
examples: 


I switched_channels. 


Repeat these phrases. Then listen again. 


a® 


The best_stuff. 
The longest_step. 


The most_stylish. 


The biggest_stack. 


The latest_story. ® 


The worst_storm. 
The smartest_choice. 


ANTONYMS — Practice linking in antonyms within phrases. After you hear A, say its 
opposite, B. Then listen to the model. 


A 

TR TUESE SHODE Fisczscascaccsvasecessetecace 
The worst show. ...............2....-- 
The least generous. .............005-- 
The smallest chance. ................ 
The least successful. ................ 


B 

The last stop. 

The best show. 

The most_generous. 
The biggest_chance. 
The most_successful. 


Linking: Sibilants + Suffixed -ed — Vowels 


Say the suffix -ed as though it begins the next word. Listen: 


passed_ up 
lost_him 


/peestap/ 
/lastim/ 


Repeat these examples. Then listen again. 


Who erased_it? a 
I cashed_it. 


missed_out 
caused_it 


/mrstaut/ 
/kazdrt/ 


It’s punched_out. a 
They encouraged_him. 


Now practice linking in exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
/st/ — Where's the key? ........0..0.ccc scene I lost_it. 
How did they feel? 0... eee They were embarrassed_about it. 
ING itAaNK FOUL. oSeaseasnvencdatsyekiyaase But I insist_on it. 
| missed the chance. ..................... You passed_up an opportunity. 


Consonants 


{Zaf, “PRETO WAS. ATE. ctssicscssescsss cases vase What caused_it? 
Were you for it? .........,...0e eee No, I opposed_it. 
Did they accept? ...........cc eee They refused_it. 
Did she leave early? ..........-...2. Yes, she excused_herself. 
Lfth Did YOUN? «6 ssiscessesn gases seiat: I rushed_all the way. 
When did you finish? ........-.-....-.. I finished_it yesterday. 
Was the apartment furnished. ...... No, we furnished_it. 
Did POO ODN? seasereoss,qreisesarvecales No, I pushed_it. 
/tft/ Where coulditbe? ......... ee. I’ve searched_and searched. 
Who cleaned up after the party? ..... Everyone pitched_in. 
Who watched the late show? ......... We watched_it. 
Did you get there? ........0..... ee Yes, we reached_it. 
/dzd/ Did you make reservations? ......... Yes, I arranged_everything. 
Did they sell rice in bulk? .............. No, they packaged _it. 
How did you find him? ................. I paged_him. 
WHO DROKG UG? oe: tsciss-arasesnnian as It was damaged_already,. 


Conversational Exercise 
Now practice the different sibilant sounds in the following exercise. Repeat: 


THE OCTOPUS 


The octopus has been a most fascinating and 
mysterious creature./ | have seen it as a mischievous 
and cute character in cartoons,/ but as a scary sea 
monster in movies./ 





Actually, the octopus is a member of the mollusk family./ 
It has no skeleton and is a cousin to squids, clams, and snails./ The octopus 
is graceful and curious rather than aggressive./ It is rather shy, and it avoids 
humans./ Instead, it hunts at night for its favorite sea delicacy,/ crabs, and 
other crustaceans such as lobsters,/ oysters, shrimps, and clams./ 





The octopus has excellent eyesight and is clever./ To disguise itself, it 
changes its shape and its color/ to match surrounding sand and rocks.// It 
slips into narrow holes in walls/ and escapes danger by ejecting ink/ that 
creates a cloud-like smoke./ 


Next time | scuba dive,/ I'd be ecstatic to see an octopus./ But 
what if | spot instead a big scary shark?! 
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The comprenensiveAmerican Accent Guide 








Consonants 








The CompreHensiveAmerican Accent Guide 

















Consonants 






THE GLIDE SOUNDS 





This sound is influenced by its neighboring sounds. Therefore, it is produced in more 
than one way. 


With your tongue sides touching the sides of your mouth, raise and lower your tongue 
tip slowly for /r/ as you repeat these words: 


arrow hero 
era marry/Mary/merry 
carry vary/very 





Practice by prolonging the /r/ sound and then lowering the tongue tip slowly, without 


sliding it forward. This will keep the tip from touching the alveolar ridge. Repeat these 
words. 


read/reed rent rain/reign rote/wrote 
rim ran right/rite/write root/route 
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Ir BLENDS 


Sound /r/ combines with other consonants 
to form r blends, as in, brand, dress, or 


friend. 


To produce these sounds, position your tongue for /r/ as you begin forming the first 
consonant. 





/pr, br/ 
Position your tongue for /r/ as you join your lips for /p/ or /b/. 
Repeat these words: 


prompt prayer brief brush 
print praise bring broke 
/tr, dr/ 


To help you position your tongue for /tr/, produce the sound 
/t/ as /t§/. Repeat: 


tree true trust 
try trade trauma 


To help you position your tongue for /dr/, produce the sound 
/d/ as /d3/. Repeat: 


drain drove drama 
dream drive 
/kr, grl 
Position your tongue for /r/ as you raise it in the back for /k/ or /g/. 
Repeat: 
creep crude grate/great group 
crime crazy grant grow 
crook crooked green grateful 
/frl 
Raise your tongue for /r/ as you position the lower lip for /f/. Repeat: 
free frown 
front fragile 
friend fragment 





kid 


Consonants 


/str/ 

While releasing /s/, slide your tongue backward into /tr/.. Repeat: 
street strike 
stress stroke 
strict stranger 


/8r/ 
While releasing /6/, slide your tongue backward into /r/. Avoid 
touching the alveolar ridge. Repeat: 


three threat 
thrill threw/through/thru 


/frl 


While releasing /{/, draw your tongue backward for /r/. Repeat: 


shred shrimp shrink 


Contrast: /r/ Blends — Voiceless/Voiced 


Can you differentiate between 7 blends that begin voiceless and those that begin voiced? 
Listen to word pairs. You will hear one word again. Which is it? 


crow__—s- grow ___ pride _—s_— bride ___ ty’. ary -. 


Answers: grow pride dry 


Practice blends in the following words and sentences. Repeat: 





crate- great Itsinacrate. ......0....... I'm feeling great. 

a crew- grew’ The ship has acrew. .... The tree grew and grew. 
crow- grow __ Is that bird a crow? ..... How tall will that grow? 
train - drain Is that the last train? .... It went down the drain. 
try - dry lol {ike totTy,.. <syosecvousy The clothes are dry, 
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Respond to statements using the correct r blend. After you hear A, say B. Then listen 
to the model. 


A B A B 

Atype of container. ... _——s A crate. A construction lift. ... A crane. 
Big or extensive. ... _ Great. Rice or wheat. Sin Gam: 
Breaking the law. ... _ Crime. Opposite of false. ... _ True. 
Dirt. «. ___ Grime. Past tense for draw.... _-- Drew. 

A type of black bird. ... ___ A crow. The stem of atree. ... _ The trunk. 
To increase insize. ... _ _‘Zo grow. Intoxicated. ou 2, Drink 


Another name for wrinkle. _—s Crease. 
Oil or fat. .. ___ Grease. 


There are some words in which the vowel before /r/ is not pronounced. Repeat 
the following: 





aspjrin desp¢rate prefgrence 

bev¢rage diff¢rent sepdrate 

conference favgrite several 

cov¢rage interest restdyrant 
MIDDLE /r/ BLENDS 


The combinations of /t/ or /d/ + /r/ are tapped, except when / begins 
a stressed syllable. Listen to examples: 


party partake 


/rt, rd/ — Position your tongue for /r/, as you tap the alveolar ridge 
for /t/ or /d/, Repeat: 


order ordeal 
sorting sardine 


/rdn/ — The sound spelled rdn can 
be produced as in garden /garden/ 
or as in /gardn/. Repeat the 
following: 





burden coordinate 
garden coordination 
pardon ordinary 





Consonants 


/rtn/ — In the following, the spelling ‘t’ is pronounced as a 
glottal stop. Repeat: 


carton certain curtain important certainly 


/r8/ —Make /6/ continuous. Repeat the following: 


birth afterthought 
forth/fourth overthrow 


Practice blending /r/ with other consonants in these sentences. Repeat: 


Be at the corner in the morning. My birthday is on the fourth. 
The carton is not important. I'll be in New York on Thursday. 
What party does it pertain to? Are you a cartoon artist? 


Practice names of North American States and Provinces. Repeat: 


Alberta New York Missouri 

Arizona New Hampshire Nebraska 

Georgia New Brunswick Ontario 

Oregon West Virginia Virginia 
FINAL /r/ BLENDS 


Contrast: /rt/ - /rd/ 


The suffix -ed is voiced after /r/, as in hard. The following contrast voiceless with 
voiced endings. Listen: 


abort aboard chart charred 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


Burt -- bird His name is Burt. .................. It sounds like a bird. 
court -- cord The judge isin court. ............ How long is the cord? 
heart -- hard _ It’s shaped like a heart. ........ | worked very hard. 
hurt -- heard I didn’t gethurt. 0... What have you heard? 





Contrast: /rs/ - /rz/ 


Suffix -s is voiced after /r/, as in hers. Listen to the contrast between the voiceless and 
the voiced endings. 


/rs/ /rz/ /ts/ /r2/ 
course cores pierce peers 








qin 
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Repeat the following words and sentences: 


fierce — fears The storm was fierce. .............. 
force — fours The wind blew with force. ........ 
hearse — hers It's a funeral hearse. ................ 


scarce - scares Rare also means scarce. ......... 
source — sores 


A coward has fears. 
Eight equals two fours. 
What belongs to her is hers. 


Frightens also means scares. 
The supplier is the source. ...... This will heal the sores. 





Consonants 











In each of the following groups, one item does not belong. State which item does not belong 
and why. For example: 


meter liter centimeter kilometer Liter does not belong. Meters, centimeters and 
kilometers measure length. A liter measures liquid. 


. Madrid Rome Germany Paris 6. October November April September 

. motorcycle helicopter car truck 7. Monday Tuesday Saturday Wednesday 
. Orange grapefruit pear lemon 8. horrible terrible wonderful dreadful 

. fadishes turnips corn carrots 9. tree flower rock grass 

. Stairs elevator sidewalk escalator 


ahwon— 


Correct: 1. Germany —(nota city) 2. helicopter - (nota ground vehicle) 3. pear (not a citrus fruit) 
4. corn — (nota root vegetable) 5. sidewalk - (not for going up or down) 
6. April — (not a fall or autumn month) 7. Saturday - ( not a week day) 
8. wonderful - ( not a description of something bad) 9. rock — (nota type of plant) 


Complete each item below to make an analogy. Use complete sentences. For example: 


fish - ocean / bird - A fish is to the ocean as a bird is to the sky. 
1. correct- right / incorrect- ____ 7. bracelet- wrist / ring-_ 
2. calendar-day / watch-__ 8. rocket- astronaut / airplane _ 
3. celery-vegetable / orange-___ 9. shark-fish / parrot ___ 
4. chair - furniture / shirt - 10. mother - grandmother / father _ 
5. 100% -25% / Dollar-_ 11. Canada - North America / Brazil-_ 
6. four-number / red- ___ 12. San Francisco - California / Miami-__ 


Missing Words: 1) wrong 2) hour, orminute 3) fruit 4) clothing 5) quarter 6) color 
7) finger 8) pilot 9) bird 10) grandfather 11) South America 12) Florida 


What are your favorites? State one item or more in each of the following categories. Use 
complete sentences and include the word favorite. For example: 


flower My favorite flower is arose. - or- A rose is my favorite flower. 


1. actor 4. color 7. dessert 10. singer 
2. actress 5. fruit 8. restaurant 11. TV program 
3. drink 6. sport 9. ice cream flavor 12. musical instrument 





What are your preferences? The following sets provide two choices. State which of the two you 
would prefer. Use complete sentences. For example: 


cook - wash dishes I wox/d rather cook than wash dishes. or, I prefer cooking ta washing dishes. 


1. Dance. - Watch others dance. 
2. Work indoors. - Work outdoors. 


Read a newspaper. - Read a magazine. 
Watch a video at home. - Go out to a movie. 
3. Be the driver. - Be a passenger. Travel by airplane. - Travel by train. 

4. Sing. - Listen to others sing. Wear the color green. - Wear the color purple. 
} 5. Watch TV. - Listen to the radio. 10. Listen to piano music. - Listen to guitar music. 


ki 
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( The /I/ sound is influenced by its neighboring sounds. Therefore, it is produced in 
more than one way. 


THE CLEAR /I/ 


This sound occurs at the beginning of words as in /e?, or after short vowels, as in all. 
To help you strengthen your /I/ sound, hold the top surface of your tongue tip on the 
alveolar ridge. Repeat the following: 


Initial /1/ Final /1/ Middle /1/ 
lead all allow 
late full collect 
lid ill feeling 
light tall Alabama 
loud tell Illinois 





LONG VOWEL + /I/ 


When final /I/ follows a long vowel, a schwa vowel is added before /I/. Listen: 


lial /ual /era/ 


real rule mail 


Repeat these words: 


lial /ual Jaral Jeia/ /ara/ 
deal cool aisle/I'Il/isle fail boil 
heal/heel dual/duel dial mail/male soil 
real/reel tool file sail/sale toil 
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Consonants 


Repeat these sentences: 


Did you say boil or broil? | stood in the aisle for a while. 
Does that tool need oil? That sale is a real good deal. 
Don't fail to mail it early. It feels real cool in the pool. 


// BLENDS 





Sound /l/ combines with other consonants to form / blends, as in play, black, or glad. 
To produce these blends, position your tongue for /I/ as you begin forming the first 


consonant. 
Ipi/, /bi/ 
Position your tongue for /I/ as you close your lips for /p/ or /b/. Repeat: 
Ipil please apply completion 
plan reply employment 
play complete complement 
plus employ supplement 
IbI/ blame blind obligate 
blank block obligated 
blend blew/blue obligation 


/kl, gl/ 
Position your tongue for /I/ as you raise it in back for /k/ or /g/. Repeat: 


/ki/ Igi/ 





claim glass 
clean glaze 
climb glide 
clip gloom 
clock glove 


club glow 
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/fl/ — Raise your tongue tip for /I/ as you position your lower lip for /f/, Repeat these 


words: 


flash 
flew/flu 


flood 
flame 


flow 
fly 


Isl/_ — While releasing /s/, slide your tongue tip into /I/. Repeat: 


slang 
sleep 
slip 

slept 


slow 
sly 
slum 
sloppy 


Contrast /I/ Blends: Voiceless - Voiced 


To contrast words that begin voiceless with words that begin voiced, repeat the 
following: 


class — glass The students are in class. ....... Pour it in a glass. 

clue — glue | need ahintorclue. ....0..... | need some tape or glue. 
planned —bland The meeting was well planned. The food was too bland. 
plaque —black | received a plaque. ................ She is wearing black. 


Practice /l/ blends in these sentences. Repeat and then listen again. 


Is the sky clear or cloudy? eS 
| can see clearly through the clean looking glass. 
You are obligated to complete the class work. 


To apply for employment, please fill out an application. 





FINAL /I/ 
A Final Consonant + /I/ 


When final /l/ follows a consonant, move your tongue quickly from the consonant to /I/. 
Listen; 


-di -pl “ki 
metal apple nickel 
Repeat these words: 
middle able cycle hurtle 
settle simple bagel fertile 
total double eagle mortal 


Consonants 


SYNONYMS - Practice final /I/ in synonyms. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B A B 
alike equal chuckle giggle 
central middle modest humble 


This time, after you hear A, say B. Then listen to the model. 


A B A B 
bet ___ gamble pair ____ couple 
complete total twofold ____ double 


THE BACK /I/ ———~ 


When another consonant immediately follows, /l/ 
is produced by raising the tongue in back. Listen: 


/\t/ /\d/ /\s/ /\z/ 
built billed/build false falls 


Raise your tongue in back for /I/ in the following words. Repeat: 


Iti Nd/ liz, isi 

felt filled pulls 

guilt gold pulse 

melt mailed impulse 
Afi Avi Mp! Niki Im/ 
self solve help bulk calm 
shelf involve gulp milk film 





/18/ — When /I/ is next to /6/, place the tongue tip between the top and bottom teeth 
for both sounds. Repeat these words: 


filth filthy 
health healthy 
wealth wealthy 
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Contrast: /I/ - /r/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again, Which is it? 


laces race ___ late _—s—s rate ___ look _—— rook __ 


Answers: race rate look 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


led The person in frontled.. ............... red The stop sign is red. 
long The line is lONG. .......cceeeeee essences wrong Is it right, or wrong? 
lot. Llikett'alot.. .scassscceccesasstiss cot zadeced rot The fruit may rot. 
lush The garden is lush. ..........22......... rush | was in a rush. 

low It's high, not low... eeee row _ Sit in the front row. 
lice There’s an epidemic of lice. .......... rice —_| cooked a pot of rice. 


Contrast: /I/ Blends - /r/ Blends 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


clash crash __ class ss crasS___ glad grad __ 
Answers: crash class glad 
Remember that the tongue touches the alveolar ridge for /I/, but not for /r/, Repeat 
these words: 
alive arrive climb crime flee free 


Repeat these pairs: 


clock — crock play — pray 
cloud — crowd glass — grass 


To contrast /I/ and /r/, state the following responses. After you hear A, say B. Then listen 


to the model. 
A B A B 
Opposite of dark. ___ Light, It glows in the sunlight. _ The glass. 
Opposite of left. ____ Right. It grows inthe sunlight _ The grass 
Opposite of short. ____ Long. A musical instrument. __ 4 flute. 
Opposite of right. _____- Wrong. It grows in trees. ___ Fruit 
A primary color. __— Blue. Children like todo this. _ Play 


Another name for beer. _—s- Brew. Religious people do this. Ss Pray 





Consonants 


A B | & B 
They're in the sky. ____- Clouds. Where did you walk? = ___ In the lane. 7 
Large groups of people. __—s- Crowds. Where did you get wet? _— J the rain. 


Practice saying words that contain both /I/ and /r/. Repeat: 





careless alarm allergy airplane alligator 
cooler control calendar airline elevator 
really release calorie railroad escalator 


Now repeat names of American states that contain both /r/ and /I/. 


Delaware Maryland Colorado South Carolina 
Florida California North Carolina Rhode Island 


Repeat word pairs with both /I/ and /r/. 


celebrate — celebration library — librarian Australia — Australian 


The Suffix -ly 
SYNONYMS - Practice the suffix -/y in groups of adverb synonyms. Repeat each word. 


barely - hardly - scarcely 

frequently - regularly - repeatedly 

totally - fully - thoroughly - completely - entirely 

lovingly - warmly - tenderly - fondly - affectionately 

mildly - gently - lightly - carefully - cautiously 

rapidly - quickly - promptly - swiftly - instantly - immediately 
surely - certainly - definitely - assuredly - positively 

clearly - obviously - certainly - evidently - plainly - distinctly 


CAE BF EFS OOS By = 


Conversational Exercise: 


Practice both /r/ and /l/ sounds in the following conversational exercise. 


Red, yellow, and blue are the primary colors.\ This means that all 
other colors\ are made by a combination of any two of these.\ For 
example, blue and yellow make green,\ yellow and red make orange;\ 
and red and blue make violet.\ 





These six colors become the secondary colors\- red, orange, yellow,\ 
green, blue, and violet.\ 


These are the colors of the spectrum,\ as seen when a beam of light\ 
is broken into its component parts\ by passing through a prism. 


OO  ———————————————————————————————  —_avasososososysososososysyueuewoleleoooOOo 
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Consonants 





—— 


Practice words and names of places containing the sound /w/. Repeat: 


wine/whine nowhere warranty Ottowa 
while someone wonderful Washington 
wool somewhere Hawaii Wisconsin 
work sidewalk Norway Wyoming 
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/kw, tw/ 
To pronounce the sounds spelled “qu” or “tw,” round your lips for /w/, as you produce 
both sounds. Repeat these words: 


Ikw/ Itw/ 

quick quality twelve twenty 
quit quantity twice 

quiz twist 

quart twins 


Repeat these pairs: 


equal — equally frequent — frequently acquaint — acquaintance 
quiet — quietly quarter — quarterly require — requirement 


Contrast: /v/ - /w/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to these word pairs. You will hear 
one word again. Which is it? 


vent___ went ___ vies why__ vest__- west __ 
Answers: went vie west 
Repeat these words: 


veal — wheel/we'll vary/very — wary 
veil — whale vine — whine/wine 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


vent—went Air came from the vent. ....... Tell me where you went. 
vest—west ‘The suit has a vest. ............. What direction is west? 
vial — while The medicine is in a vial. ..... Wait a little while. 

vine — wine It grows on the vine. ............ That's a fine wine. 
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Consonants 





J rae. 





yell your/you’re — million 


Contrast: /j/- /d3/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


jails Yale ___ yak__ Jack __ use__ juice __ 


Answers: Yale Jack juice 





TAT 
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For the sound /j/, the tongue moves without touching the alveolar ridge or palate. For 
the sound /d3/, the tongue makes contact near the alveolar ridge. 


Repeat these words to contrast /j/ and /d3/. 


yawn — yellow — yoke yet — you'll — years 
John — Jello — joke jet — jewel — jeers 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


jet — yet Has the jet arrived yet? 

John — yawn John started to yawn. 

Yale — jail Did you say Yale or jail? 

yam — jam Did you eat the yam with jam? 
yes — Jess Yes, his name is Jess. 


/ jul — The spelling “u” is pronounced /ju/ when stressed, as in: 


cute human review 
Repeat: 
union unite funeral universal 
unit unique uniform university 


Practice the sound /ju/ in verb-noun pairs. Repeat: 


contribute — contribution continue — continuation 
distribute — distribution devalue — devaluation 


execute — execution 
prosecute — prosecution 


/ja/ —The spelling “w” is pronounced /ja/ in unstressed syllables. Listen: 


fabulous miraculous 
muscular particular 


Repeat the following adjective-verb-noun sets. 


circular — circulate — circulation regular — regulate — regulation 
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Consonants 





The Sound /h/ is a pure whisper. Listen: 


: he had hook 


Use a pure whisper for /h/. Repeat: 


heat hot heavy behavior anyhow 
hit how hectic however handicap 
hate who hurry Ohio holiday 


Repeat the following sentences: 


I'm happy to be home. 
How heavy was the traffic? 
The weather was hot and humid. 
Two halves make a whole. 
| It is heavier than a feather but not as heavy as a house. 





FS 
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THE NASAL SOUNDS 


/m/ — me, aim 
/n/ —no, any 
/n/ — sing, anger 





Contrast: /m/ — /n/ 


Can you differentiate between sounds 
/m/ and /n/ at the ends of words? Listen 
to word pairs. You will hear one word 
again. Which is it? 





gum__ gun__ same __- sane __ Tim tin _ 


Answers: gum sane Tim 


Repeat the following words and sentences: 


dumb—done — Isit smart, or dumb? ............. What have you done? 
same—sane_ Are they the same? ................ Is it crazy, or sane? 
seem—scene How old does it seem? .......... What a beautiful scene! 
some — sun Please have some. ............6. As bright as the sun. 
Tim —tin His name is Tim. ..........eeeeeeee Is that made of tin? 





Consonants 


Contrast: Voiced — Voiceless Endings 


The suffix -ed and the suffix-s are voiced when added to /m/ or /n/. Listen to the contrast 
between voiceless and voiced endings: 


mpt — md nt - nd mps - mz ns -nz 
cramped — crammed bent — bend limps — limb dance — Dan’s 
dumped — damned scent/sent — send 


Contrast voiceless with voiced endings in these words and sentences. Repeat: 


bent — bend .............. The pipe is bent. 
The pipe will not bend. 


meant — mend ........... Explain what you meant. 
To fix is to mend. 


scent — send .............. Perfume has a scent. 
Which one did you send? 


complaint —complained They filed a complaint. 
Have they ever complained? 


ramps — rams. ............. There are no steps, only ramps. 
Male sheep are called rams. 


slumps — slums .......... The stock market has slumps. 
Some cities have slums. = 
tramps — trams .......... Hobos are also called tramps. 


Some ski resorts have trams. 


oughthenasalpassage. 


Y on released over a sige of the 





Contrast: /I/ — /n/ 


Listen to the contrast between /I/ and /n/ in these word pairs: 





knife — life name — lame need — lead 


Repeat these pairs: 


knows/nose — lows niece — lease 
look — nook no/know — low 
nag — lag noose — loose 
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COMPREHENSIVE Americ id 


Repeat these sentences: 


The noose is loose. Look at the nook. 
Do you know how low? You need to be in the lead. 
Lee hurt his knee. My niece signed a lease. 











A 


Listen to words that contain the sound /n/. 


hang ring sing 





Contrast: /n/—-/p/ 


Can you differentiate between these sounds? Listen to word pairs. You will hear one 
word again. Which is it? 


ban__ bang __ thin thing __ win wing __ 
Answers: bang thing win 


Say these words and sentences: 


ban—bang_ To forbid is to ban. ............... It's a loud bang. 
thin-—thing Tall and thin. .....0000 ee What is that thing? 
win—wing Can everyone win? .............. The office is in that wing. 
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Consonants 
Contrast: /97k/— /n/ 


Listen: 


Inkl Iyl Inkl /gl Inkl /gl 
brink —_ bring anchor — anger ankle — angle 


Repeat these words and sentences: 


bank—bang __ Did you go to the bank? ............ | heard a loud bang. 
sink — sing When did the Titanic sink? ....... Do you like to sing? 
think — thing What do you think? .......... That is a funny thing. 
wink —wing _ That is a flirting wink. ............... Go to the west wing. 


Contrast Suffix Endings 


The suffix -s and the suffix -ed are voiceless when added to /nk/; and they are voiced 
when added to /n/. Listen: 


/gks/ /pz/ /gjkt/ /nd/ 
banks - bangs banked - banged 


Practice words with voiceless endings and then words with voiced endings. Repeat: 


/pktl /pkt/ Ind/ /nd/ 
blinked ranked banged longed 
linked thanked hanged belonged 


Listen to words with the suffix -s: 


/nks!/ /nz/ 
winks wings 


Practice words with voiceless endings and then words with voiced endings. Repeat: 





/nks/ /pks/ Inz/ [pz/ 
drinks thanks brings songs 
ranks thinks rings things 


Repeat the following sentences: 





Who brings the drinks? She thinks the rings are gold. 
Thanks for all those things. She sings my favorite songs. 
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The Suffix -ing 

Repeat these words with the suffix -ing. 
asking awaiting evening 
morning exciting listening 


Contrast: Endings /nkz/ (-nking) - /n1/ (-nging) 
Listen to the following pairs with the suffix -ing: 


sinking — singing banking — banging winking — winging 


Repeat these words: 


/pk1y/ /p1gl /g1g/ 
banking hanging belonging 
blinking longing 
honking ringing 
ranking singing 


Repeat these sentences: 
They were singing as the boat was sinking. 
| was thanking them for hanging the pictures. 
| was thinking about doing that first thing in the morning. 


—— 





| 





MORE 
on 
STRESS & INTONATION 





We will now explore how stress and intonation convey a variety of feelings, 
emotions and attitudes. We will address common patterns as well as less usual 
patterns in order to increase your communication awareness and to improve your 
skills at communicating in English. 


It is not possible in this program to address all of the different patterns of stress and 
intonation that are used in everyday situations. However, there are some general 
rules that you may find useful in understanding how stress and intonation convey 
underlying meaning. 


INTONATION AND MEANING 


Polite Tones 
Politeness is typically expressed using higher pitch tones, as in: 


Are you finding what you need? 
Is that everything for you? 
Words that express politeness can sound even more polite when spoken with an 


intonation pattern that has higher pitch tones. Listen to examples spoken with a 
normal intonation pattern, and then with higher pitch tones: 


Normal Intonation Higher Tones 
i‘ <— 

FIGNOS “eee ee Hello. 

Pardonime: eesatulBteesadeasaseiss Pardon me. 
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Practice contrasting the two patterns. Repeat: 


+ a 


EXCUSA.NG. “  wastiacddinbans Excuse me. 

You're welcome. _ .............06+ You're welcome. 

What time is it? oe. What time is it? 
Domeafavor. — ......eeeeeeeeeee Do me a favor. 

What's your name?..............66. What's your name? 
Canlhelp you? = ........eeeeee Can | help you? 

Where are the restrooms? ..... Where are the restrooms? 
How much are those? ........... How much are those? 


Mildly Rising Inflection 


A pattern of mildly rising inflection conveys a sense of ease. This pattern generally 
has a pleasant tone and can convey an openness to continued communication, as 
in the following responses. Listen: 


How was the weather? ............. Pleasant. 
What did you think of it? .......... It's pretty good. 


Practice mildly raised inflection. Upon hearing A and B, repeat B. 


A B 

How is everything? ................. Okay. 
How were the roads? .............. Not bad. 
When do you expect them? ...... Anytime. 


What did you do this weekend?.. Nothing special. 


Certain short responses are often spoken with inflection that falls at the end and then 
rises again. For example: 


es i aig 


| think so. | hope not. | want to. 
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Sharply Rising Inflection 


A question with a sharply rising inflection has a tone of surprise or disbelief. Listen 
to this dialogue: 
There's a car with a parking ticket on the window. 


) 


Is it a red car? 
No, it's a blue one. 


Good, it's not mine! 


The following contrasts a sharp rise in inflection with normal inflection. Listen: 


Sharply Rising Inflection Normally Rising Inflection 
IS'HAD THER nits ascncssanioss Is that true? 


Repeat the following: 


/ a 


RIQNhNOW?7, «de iceaztcantecaava Right now? 

Are you SUre? ec eesee sees eres Are you sure? 

Isitthat time? ease eeeeeeeeenens Is it that time? 

Did you see that? ——aeeeeeeceeeeeeeees Did you see that? 

Were you SerioUS? — kee eeeeeeeeeeee Were you serious? 
Isthatyourdog? = = sxsremssiichicace Is that your dog? 

Is the deadline tomorrow? ................04 Is the deadline tomorrow? 


Swinging pitch inflection 


In English there is a pattern with swinging pitch that conveys disagreement, surprise, or 
sarcasm. Within the stressed syllable pitch rises, falls sharply, and then rises again; as 
in the following response: 


YW 
PR OE?! 
It must have been quite a surprise. ........... A sur IS Everyone knew. 
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Use a swinging pitch on the following responses. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A s UV 

That movie was exciting. ...... ExClTing?! | thought it was dull. 

Let's leave noW, .....2....2..... NOW?! We just got here. 

Wasn'tit easy? ............eee EASy?! | thought it was difficult. 

It’s adequate, isn’tit. .......... ADequate?! It’s much more than adequate. 
They're friendly. ......ee, FRIENDIly?! | thought they were unfriendly. 
Did you make a Sacrifice? ..... A SACrifice?! | didn't mind at all. 





Sharply Falling Inflection 


A message with a sharply falling inflection has a tone of impatience, irritation, or 
urgency. Compare a sharply falling inflection with a normal falling inflection in the 
following responses. Listen: 


Sharply Falling Inflection: \ 
Would you like to be left alone? ............. YES. 
Normally Falling Inflection: vos 
Would you like me to join you? ............. YES. 


Contrast a sharply falling inflection with a normal falling inflection. Repeat both 


examples: 
Sharply falling Normal 
- 
No! \ danadeegaiee No. 
Ofcoursel ec sseseees Of course. 
iSsminely ab ntatates It's mine. 
}don'tknow!  — uaa eeeeeees | don't know. 
Who saidthat?! wee Who said that? 
What's the matter?! ww... What's the matter? 
What did you want?! —.......... What did you want? 


Record yourself as you practice English conversational speech. Focus on your 
intonation and think of how your attitude might be interpreted by others. Remember 
that sharp inflections generally convey heightened feelings or emotions. You want 
to avoid sounding impatient, for example, when you do not mean to. 
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VARIATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 


Yes/No Question Form with a Falling inflection 


A question that seeks a ‘ves’ ora ‘no’ response is usually spoken with a rising inflection. 
When spoken with a falling inflection, a yes or no type of question is often rhetorical, 
meaning that it has littke communication value. It is usually more of a self-comment 
rather than a request for a response. This type of response, however, can serve to 
reinforce conversation. Listen to the following dialogue: 

Did you go anywhere this weekend? 


See I went fishing. 
caer The fishing was great! 
tested And what did you do? 


Declarative Form with Rising Inflection 


A declarative form is at times spoken with a rising inflection. As such, it is often rhetorical 
and is an expression of surprise, instead of a real question. Listen: 
We've arrived. J ' It's lunch time. ay 


sites We're here already? It's lunch time already? 
The scenery was great. Yeah, where would you like to go eat? 


I wouldn't know. I was sleeping. 
You were sleeping? + 


.... You couldn't tell? 


Wh-Questions with Rising Inflection 


Normally, a wh- question is spoken with a falling inflection. A wh-question spoken 
with a rising inflection, however, is used to request clarification. The person asking 
the question either does not remember the information or did not hear it clearly, as 
in the following dialogue: 


Did you meet Kim's friend? ) 
stave waste hlpialerern. Yes, what's his name? 
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Repeat the following to contrast a falling inflection with a rising inflection on a 
wh-question: 


WIGK/ ONG? cas in tn5 odes chagpaese ere Which one? 

WRB: IS 102s, feu ses Rese sGaeangnessaess Where is it? 

What did you Say? .........e. eee What did you say? 
Where is it you're going? .......... Where is it you're going? 
How did you get there? ............ How did you get there? 


Listen to A and B, and then repeat B: 


A B 
There will be a workshop. .... When? 
On ENGUISE: cis ceases stedeeess When? 


On the first of next month. 


A B 
Hey, I like those sweaters. ........... Which one do you prefer? 
Ilike the striped one. su... Which one? 


The red one, with stripes. 


Conversational Exercise: 


As you listen to the following dialogue, focus on the use of intonation and stress to 
convey underlying meaning. 
So...what did you do this weekend? 
uiviss Oh, nothing much, how about you? 
Well, I had a great time! 
ease A great time?! How so? 


Well, I cleaned out the garage, mowed the lawn, cleaned up 
the house and got a haircut. 


seeees That doesn't sound like a great time to me. 


It doesn't? 
No, it doesn't. 


Well, at least I don't have to worry about it next weekend. 
So...what are you doing next weekend? 


seed Next weekend I think I'll clean out the garage, 
mow the lawn, tidy up the house, and get 
my haircut. 





———— EEE 
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VARIATIONS IN STRESS 


Stress on Descriptive Words 


Primary stress is normally placed on the last content word of a phrase or a sentence. In 
everyday speech, however, adjectives or adverbs are often stressed for emphasis and 
are thereby given primary stress. Listen to sentences with the adjective stressed: 


It's simple to learn. It's an excellent idea. 


Practice stressing adjectives for emphasis. After you hear A and B, repeat B: 


A B 
| hear it’s a beautiful place... Yes, it’s a gorgeous place. 
Is that a good example? ..........cc cece It's a perfect example. 


Sometimes the adverb is stressed for emphasis, as in the following exchanges. 
Listen: 


A B 
You must have been surprised. ............ | was so surprised! 
It's amusing, isn’tit? 000... Yes, it’s mighty amusing! 


After you hear A and B, repeat B: 


A B 
| understand it’s @aSy. ...........cceeeseeees It's super easy. 

| hear the exam was difficult. ............. It was extremely difficult! 
Are you disappointed? oo... eee I'm terribly disappointed! 
He’s quite busy, isn’the. ..............2. Yes, He’s very occupied. 
Is ita good restaurant? ....... ee It is a great restaurant. 


Sometimes more than one descriptive word is stressed for emphasis. For example: 


It was very good. It was freezing cold! 


Practice stressing more than one descriptive word. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
How's the MUSIC? .0.......... cece ceeeeetee eee That's too loud! 

Was it difficult or easy? 0... It was SO easy. 

Do you think SO? «0.2.0... eee eeeeeeeeeeereees | am positively certain. 

| hear it's possible. ............. eee It is absolutely impossible! 

Did the time go fast? ............ccccce eee It went so fast! 

| thought it was complicated. ............. Yes, it was way too complicated. 
Did you like the Movie? ............:..000 It was very, very good. 
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Degrees of Stress 


Different degrees of stress are used for emphasis. A stressed syllable can be given 
greater stress by increasing its length, its loudness and/or by raising its pitch more. 
In the following, the responses are stated at different levels of stress. Listen: 


stress for emphasis greater stress for emphasis 
How was the ship? ...... It was huge. The ship was HUGE! 
Was itabad storm? ...... It was terrible. It was TERrible! 
How was the sunset? ...... It was awesome. It was AWEsome! 


PARAPHRASES: Practice using two levels of stress, as you paraphrase, Each item in 
A has a corresponding paraphrase in B. Repeat both A and B: 


A B 
You're exactly right! ........... You're preCISEly right! 

It was exciting! ................. It was exHiLarating! 
That’'scostlyh. cazisscssesssiesen That’s outRAgeously expensive! 
It’s confusing! ................. It's PUZZling! 

It was embarrassing! ......... It was huMILiating! 

They're sociable! .............., They're VEry friendly! 

IP SNOMIBDIOL cdcoscsapitaccsyscas92 It's HORrible! 

It's hard to believe! ............ It’s inCREDible! 

MS ASKCIGH  ccsssopassrtrcnrecs It's fanTAStic! 


Conversational Exercise 


Focus on degrees of stress as you shadow the speaker in the following: 


My friend told me that learning how to play golf was REAL easy. So, 
I decided to learn. What I REALly learned was that my friend had a 
great talent for UNDERstatement. Playing golf sounds simple enough. 
You swing a golf club at a little white ball. What's so difficult about 
that? Right? The fact is, golf is easily one of the HARDest sports to 
be good at. Simply put, it's exTREMEly difficult to learn - especially 





when you start out being so emBARrassingly bad at it! 
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Stress with Lower Pitch 


Stress for emphasis is sometimes made with a lower pitch inflection. While higher pitch 
generally has a more enthusiastic tone, lower pitch has a more calm or even a listless 
tone. Sometimes words are stressed in a tone that reflects their meaning. Listen 


CIT HAP 


It'sex ing. I'm py about it. It was B 5 rm T 
R R 


ring. ed. 


Practice stress with higher pitch or with lower pitch. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
z BUS VER 
How was business today? ........ y. y busy, 
How was the trainride? ~—........ SL VER 
Ow. y $I 
Ow. 
QUITE PENSE 
How was the movie? —_........ It was sus ful. 
How was the movie? ___........ It was de 
so PRESS 
ing. 


Stress with low pitch can also express opposition or disagreement, as in the following 
responses. Listen: 


The meeting’s in November, isn’tit? ..... N i's in Oc _ ber. 


| was pretty sure it was in November. .... Oc ber. Check the newsletter. 
TO 
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PRACTICING STRESS FOR EMPHASIS 


Shifting primary stress in a phrase or sentence gives emphasis to words that express 
the main point in that phrase or sentence, and it affects its overall meaning. To see how 
shifting stress affects meaning, listen to a sentence spoken with normal stress, and then 
to that same sentence as it might be spoken in a different circumstance. 


I plan to finish tonight. (normal Stress) 


Possible Questions; Possible Responses: 

Who plans to finish tonight? ............. I plan to finish tonight. 
Do you think you'll finish tonight? ....... | plan to finish tonight. 
Do you plan to begin tonight? ....,...... | plan to finish tonight. 
Do you plan to finish tomorrow? ....... | plan to finish toNIGHT. 


Notice that shifting stress in the responses often communicates a distinction between 
what the listener expects and what the speaker means. 


Practice shifting stress in the following exchanges. After you hear A and B, repeat B. 


A B 
When do we leave? ............20.sc0eeecee The train leaves at 9 a.m. (normal Stress) 
Does the plane leave at9 a.m.? ........... No, the train leaves at 9 a.m. 

Does the train arrive at9 a.m.? ............. The train leaves at 9 a.m. 

| think the train leaves at8 a.m. ........... The train leaves at 9 a.m. 

Does the train leave at9p.m.? ............ The train leaves at 9 A.M. 

A B 

What do you do for exercise? .............. | walk for exercise every day. 

Does anyone here exercise? ................ | walk for exercise every day. 

Do you jog Ofte? oo... ceeeeeeteeeeeee No, but | walk for exercise every day. 
Do you ever walk to Work? ..............ceeee No, but | walk for exercise every day. 
Do you ever go on walks? .............-.--.. | walk for exercise every day. 

Do you exercise every weekend? ........ | walk for exercise every DAY. 


CLARIFYING AND EXPLAINING 
In the following exchanges, the responses clarify and also explain. Listen: 


Do plumbers work on lights? ........0.. No, plumbers do not work on lights. 
Plumbers work on pipes. 
Electricians work on lights. 


Practice using stress to clarify and explain. Listen to A and B. Repeat each sentence in B. 


A B 

Is a computer a type of software? ..... No, a computer is not a type of software. 
A computer is a type of hardware. 
Computer programs are software. 


8.10 





More on Stress & Intonation 


Are Panda Bears from Australia? ....... No, Panda bears are not from Australia. 
Pandas are from China. 
Koala Bears are from Australia. 


Is Rhode Island the largest state 

IM AMONCA? . cccssssssssasacecasitietsasteasts2 No, Rhode Island is not the largest state 
Rhode Island is the smallest state. 
Alaska is the largest state. 


This time, you answer the questions by emphasizing the words that make your 
message clearer in meaning. Stop, if you need to, and mark the words that you will 
emphasize. 


Listen to items in A, then say the items in B. You will hear a model after each sen- 
tence in the responses. 


A B 

Is Mexico north of the United States? _ = No, Mexico is not north of the United States. 
___ Mexico is south of the United States. 
____ Canada is north of the United States. 


Correct: 


No, Mexico is not north of the United States. 
Mexico is south of the United States. 





Canada is north of the United States. 


A B 

Does the moon rotate around the sun? The moon does not rotate around the sun. 
The moon rotates around the earth. 
The earth rotates around the sun. 


Correct: 
The moon does not rotate around the sun, 
The moon rotates around the earth. 


The earth rotates around the sun. 





Now practice responses that have more than one word stressed for emphasis within 
a sentence. Listen: 


Are all apples red? -..... esses No, not all apples are red. 
Some are green and some are yellow. 





Does the bus arrive at noon? ........... Both the bus and train arrive at noon. 
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Repeat the responses. After you hear A and B, repeat B, 


A B 
Does the bus or the train arrive atnoon? Neither the bus nor the train arrives at noon. 
The bus arrives at two and the train at four. 


Chicago and Washington are states 
in the East Coast. 20.0.0... eeeeeeee Washington is a state in the Northwest. 
Chicago is a city in the Midwest. 


Is New Year's Eve the first day 
OT JANUS’?! ccciscsccescssserspeaerinens No, it's the last day of December. 
New Year's Day is the first day of January. 


This time, you answer the questions by emphasizing the words that make your message 
clearer. Stop, if you wish, and mark the emphasized words in each sentence. Then 
continue. After you hear A, you say B, Then listen to the model. 


A B 
Does the sun rise in the North 
and setin the South? .............. ___No, the sun rises in the East and sets in the West. 


Botany is the study of animals, 
and zoology is the study of plants. ___ No, botany is the study of plants,and zoology is 
the study of animals. 

Correct: 

No, the sun rises in the East and sets in the West. 

No, botany is the study of plants, and zoology is the 


study of animals. 


INTONATION AND PAUSES 


Pauses add clarity to speech when they are used meaningfully. A slight pause between 
thought units allows the speaker to better organize his/her thoughts, and it also allows 
the listener time to reflect on what is being said. Listen. 


How do I stay fit? Let me see. First, I try to get out of bed as early 
in the morning as possible, within reason. Then I find the leash for 
the dog; because I find that having a workout partner can be very 
beneficial, if you know what I mean. Finally, I stretch just to make sure 
I don't pull anything. Now comes the actual exercise, usually jogging a 


couple of miles. My jogging partner, the dog, leads the way. And before 
long, the whole thing's history; which sounds so much better than pre- 
history. Anyway, that's my daily fitness routine, or rather, my almost 
daily fitness routine. 
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MESSAGES THAT REQUIRE PAUSES 


Addressing the Listener by Name 


When addressing a listener by name in a message, add a slight pause between the 
listener’s name and the rest of the message. The name also has its own inflection 
pattern. Listen: 


Eo 


| meant to call you,/ Alan. 


Now listen to a message with the name at the beginning: 


Y 4 


Alan,/ | meant to call you. 


Listen to questions that directly address the listener: 


Sh wet PR 
Did you call,/ Alan? When did you call,/Alan? 


Without a pause and a separate inflection, the name of the person addressed will 
sound as if it is part of the message. For example: 


Did you call, Alan? se. becomes ...... Did you call Alan? 


Call your mother, Alan. ... becomes ...... Call your mother Alan. 


Practice saying messages that directly address the listener. Repeat: 


Did you call me, Sam? 

It's your mother, Alicia. 

How can you tell, Paul? 

Are you okay, Robert? 

When did you visit, Tony? 

Your husband called, Sonia. 

I'm pleased to meet you, Nathan. 
I'm pleased to have met you, Trina. 





We are looking forward to seeing you, Rebecca. 
| have a message for you, Tom. 
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Responses beginning with yes or no 


When a message begins with yes or no, a slight pause sets the word apart from the 
rest of the message and also gives it more emphasis. Listen: 


Yes,/ thank you. No,/ thank you. 
Repeat the following: 
Yes, }acceph, ..4A%g cha aee: No, | refuse. 
Yes, that’s what | meant. ..... No, that is not what | meant. 
Yes, that is my coat. ............ No, that is not my coat. 


Yes, they are my neighbors. . No, they are not my neighbors. 


Messages with Tag Forms 


A tag form is a message that immediately follows another message. The speaker 
makes a statement or asks a question and then follows immediately with another question 
or statement, as in the following examples: 


~ ) 2 s 


It's appropriate,/ don't you think? What do you-think | am,/ a genius? 


The tag is set apart from the rest of the message with a distinct pause and a separate 
inflection. 


In the following exchanges, both A and B have tag forms. Listen: 


A B 
When do we start, tomorrow? ..... It's next week, I'm sure. 
Whose turnis it, yours? ............ It's yours, | think. 


Generally, a tag witha falling inflection seeks agreement, 
while a tag with a rising inflection assumes that the 
listener will agree. Listen to exchanges to contrast a tag 
that seeks agreement with one that assumes the listener 
will agree. 





A is 
Seeking Agreement: You're excited about it, aren't you? ..... A little bit. 


~ 


Assuming Agreement: You're excited aboutit, aren't you. ..... How can you tell? 
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Tag forms as questions 


oe 
What do you think, okay? 
What day is it, the tenth? 
When do we leave, tomorrow? 
This needs improvement, don’t you agree? 
That was the last time, right? 
The store hasn’t already closed, has it? 


A and B, then repeat B. 


This is the right bus, isn’t it? ... 
We want number 26. .............. 
PMU NOLSULES: icaceicsssictsosssacias 
It's too late to see a movie. ..... 
What time is it? 2.0.0.0... 
That's right, itis only six. ........ 


il | LVN 
. yy 


—) 


A B 

It doesn’t seem like it, does it. 
No, we want 20, don't we? 

We'd better ask, don’t you think? 
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Following are tag forms as questions and then tag forms as statements. Repeat them: 


Tag forms as statements 


et 


You'll remember that, won't you. 
They seem happy, don’t they. 
It's not a good idea, is it. 

That doesn’t look right, does it. 
It's a nice day, isn’t it. 

You won't do that again, will you. 


Practice using tag forms as questions or as statements in the following exchanges. Listen to 


It's not that late, is it? 
It’s only six, | think. 
Then what's the answer, yes? 
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PAUSES IN LONGER SENTENCES 
Compound Sentences 


Conjunctions connect thought segments 
or clauses into sentences. A conjunction 
may occur at the beginning of a sentence 
or between clauses. A slight pause between 
the clauses and changed inflection, make 
the clauses in a sentence clearer. Listen to a 
sentence first without, and then with, a slight 
pause and a change in inflection: 





Without separate inflection or pause With a separate inflection and a pause 
Let me know if you decide to go. Let me know,/ if you decide to go. 





Listen to this dialogue: 


If there's a festival, would you like to go? 

beasepepeapaaze I would, but I'll have to check my schedule. 
If you can go, I'll get the tickets. 

Sebectssesnebsd T'll let you know soon, if I can go. 


Say the following sets of sentences with the conjunction in the beginning and then in the 
middle. Repeat: 


Conjunction at Beginning: Conjunction in Middle: 
aot ay as 
Before you start, think about it... Think about it before you start. 
When you get there, please send a postcard. Send a postcard when you get there. 
lf we can’t make it, we'll have to cancel. ...... We'll have to cancel if we can’t make it. 
Whenever you have time, give me a call. ..... Give me a call whenever you have time. 
As we arrived, | remembered something. ...._ | remembered something as we arrived. 
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Parenthetical Statements 


A parenthetical statement is a thought segment within a sentence. It is set apart from 
the sentence by one or more pauses and by its own intonation pattern. It can occur 
in the middle, at the beginning, or at the end of a sentence. Listen to examples: 


oy ol Pees ger Fe ey. 


However,/ thatis not true. That, however,/ is not true. That is not true,/ however. 


Practice using parenthetical statements in different parts of a sentence. In the 
following exchange, the response is stated in three ways. After you hear A and B, 
repeat each item in B. 


A B 

Do you two know each other well? In fact, we were just introduced. 
We were, in fact, just introduced. 
We were just introduced, in fact. 


Repeat the following: 


That is impossible, of course. 
That, of course, is impossible. 
Of course, that is impossible. 


As far as I’m concerned, that is justified. 
That, as far as I'm concerned, is justified. 
That is justified, as far as I'm concerned. 


They are moving in two weeks, in case you didn’t know. 
They are moving, in case you didn't know, in two weeks. 
In case you didn't know, they are moving in two weeks. 


Unless you hear otherwise, the meeting will be on Monday. 
The meeting, unless you hear otherwise, will be on Monday. 
The meeting will be on Monday, unless you hear otherwise. 


Unless we change our minds, we will begin at two o'clock. 
We will begin, unless we change our minds, at two o'clock. 





We will begin at two o’clock, unless we change our minds. 
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Conversational Exercise 


Now practice new intonation patterns as you shadow the speaker in the following 
conversational exercise: 


You know, when you think about it, cats really are smarter 
than dogs. Dog owners consider cats as aloof, and often times, 
self-involved. They sleep all day; and, with rare exceptions, 
refuse to perform tricks. They run things, more or less, 
on their terms. As a cat owner, I can confirm all of those 
considerations. However, it is the self-sufficiency of cats 
that makes them so appealing as pets. Cats only like you if 


they know you, and if they think you deserve it. They will not ask you, as 
their owner, to do anything they would not want to do if the circumstances 
were reversed, and they owned you. They would never make you get up at 
four o'clock in the morning, just to let them out. They would never relieve 
themselves on your expensive Persian rug. Sure, dogs are cute. But cats, on 
the other hand, are smart. And as experience will tell you, being cute can 
only get you so far in this world. 





STATING OPTIONS 

When providing choices or alternatives, a slight pause between items and a change 
in inflection makes the message clearer. 

Two Options 


When two options are stated, the first is spoken with a rising inflection and the 
second with a falling inflection. Listen: 


sf* 2 at 


Do you like it,/ or not? What do you think; yes,/or no? 


Practice using a slight pause and separate inflections in the following. Repeat: 


This one, or that one? 

Does it matter, or doesn't it? 

Is it the left side, or the right side? 

Which looks better, this or that? 

Where should we meet, at your place or mine? 
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How would you rather send it, by FAX or by e-mail? 

Do you like to go out for lunch, or order pizza? 

When will you be back, Monday or Tuesday? 

When would you like to schedule an appointment, morning or afternoon? 


More than Two Options 


When choices include more than two options, each item, except the last one, is 
spoken with a slightly rising inflection. Listen: 


x Y a 


Was it in the fall,/ the winter,/ or the spring? 


Practice saying sentences that offer more than two choices. Repeat: 


Will you take the bus, the train, or fly? 

Were you happy, disappointed, or what? 

Is it today, tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow? 

Would you like coffee, juice, tea, or soda? 

Should we go out to dinner, to a movie, or both? 

We can fix dinner, order takeout, or eat out. 

Will you be here this week, next week, or the week after? 

Which would you prefer, cash, check, credit card, or money order? 


STATING ITEMS OR SEQUENCES 


When stating a list of items or sequences of events, the items or events before the 
end are often spoken with an overall higher pitch. Listen: 


SSeS 


We have a cat, a dog, and a bird. 
| washed the dishes, swept the floor, and vacuumed. 


Repeat the following: 


For entertainment, | like movies, concerts, and plays. 
They accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and American Express. 
| will visit my parents, my grandparents, my in-laws, and my cousin. 
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Conversational Exercise: 


Practice the new intonation patterns you just learned. Shadow the speaker in the following. 


So there I was, standing there in the middle of the worst snowstorm in 
forty years. Needless to say, I was really cold. So, I buttoned up my coat 
a little tighter, and pulled the hood, lined with goose down, over my head. 
Then I put my hands into my pockets. Man, was that snow coming down! 
Finally, much to my good fortune, a friend of mine, who drives a four-wheel- 
drive truck, happened by. He saw me, pulled over, and asked me if I needed 
aride. Since the answer was rather obvious, and my mouth was frozen shut 


anyway, I climbed in without responding. When I got home, I made myself 
some tea, and proceeded to thaw out my toes. Then, I started thinking 
about how nice it would be if, instead of thawing out, I was stretching out 
on a beach somewhere in the Caribbean, enjoying something 

other than tea, something with one of those little umbrellas in — a 
it, while watching an awesome sunset. 





Items can be made more distinct by stating each, prior to the last one, with a rising 
inflection and adding a slight pause in between items. Listen: 


SY aoa, Sa a 
They're going to Athens,/ Istanbul,/ Cairo,/ and Tel Aviv. 


She opened the door,/ walked in,/ and sat down. 


Repeat the following: 


They sell videos, CD's, DVD's, magazines, and paperbacks, 
The classes offered are algebra, trigonometry, and physics. 
The hotel provides cable TV, a hot tub, and a swimming pool. 
They require an application, a resume, and a letter of recommendation. 
Reading, painting, hiking, and mountain biking are my favorite pastimes. 
The price includes round trip airfare, sightseeing tours, and hotel accommodations. 
On a tour of London we visited Kensington Gardens, Buckingham Palace, 
and Windsor Castle. 


Indefinite Listings or Choices 


When listing items or providing options as unlimited possibilities, each item is said 
with a slightly rising inflection and with slight pauses. Listen: 


Would you like black tea, herbal tea, latte, espresso..... 


They have a pool, a spa, tennis courts ..... 
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Descriptions, Directions, or Instructions 


The items in a description and in a set of instructions or directions sound clearer 
when spoken with separate inflections and with slight pauses in between. Repeat 
the following: 


It's a two-story gray house with a large picture window, a tall 
elm tree in front, surrounded by a white fence. 


Complete the first page, fill in items 4, 5, and 6, and enter 
your signature and the date on the bottom line. 


To go there, get on Highway 15, take the Sixth South Exit, 
turn right, go two blocks, and you're there. 


Conversational Exercises - Putting it All Together 


Practice applying the patterns of stress, rhythm, and intonation as you repeat the 
following paragraphs. 


Be clear about the audience / A writer should know his readers, 

and then write so they can understand./ Always make the 

writing as simple as possible / Even complex ideas can often 

be written simply./ The simpler one writes, the more likely the 

reader will understand./ Clear, simple writing is much easier to 
understand, and much easier to translate into local languages./ Remember, 
keep it simple. 


Dolphins which are probably the most popular of sea animals, 
are said to be intelligent and friendly./ If you ever take an 
ocean voyage or cruise, you will likely get to see Dolphins 
swimming alongside the ship or just in front./ They will appear 
to be racing playfully with the ship, as they dash and leap, 
cutting back and forth across the bow/. Dolphins are seen commonly in the 
warm waters of the Gulf Stream./ They travel in schools and accompany ships 
for long distances./ They grow to a length of six.to nine feet and are dark above, 
with yellowish and brown stripes on the sides, and a clear white belly./ They are 
not fish, but mammals./ They are closely related to the whales and porpoises. 
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eo SS To some of us, the Mississippi is indeed a 
a SS book,/ It is Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, and 
Jim floating on a raft,/ pushing down stream, 


and feeling the soothing splash of cold water 


on bare feet./ It is an unforgiving sun beating down relentlessly on straw 
hats that shade rosy, mischievous cheeks, /and it is the glowing, black skin 
of a runaway slave that shines like ebony./ In its ripples we sense freedom, 
adventure and a longing for discovery. 





Now practice applying the patterns of stress and intonation, as well as pauses, as you 
shadow the speakers in the following paragraphs. 


How to get big laughs at a party? First, you have to be naturally funny. Phil- 
osophically, you should also understand that you need to be in tune with 
your audience. That means knowing what they consider humorous and what 
they do not. For example, it would be wrong to make attorney jokes around 
members of an organization like the National Bar Association. Simply put, 
to be sure use discretion. Discussing “Confessions of a Vegetarian” at a 
Beef Council convention ought to get you some laughs. But remember, you 
have to be clever about it. Use your head or you could, as 

they say, go over like a lead balloon. Getting lots of laughs? 

Approach it as though it were very serious business. 


Grocery shopping, provided you know what you are doing, can be quick and 
easy. The first thing to remember, is that you need to find a time when there 
are fewer shoppers in the store, at least in the check-out lanes. To do this, | 
recommend you find a grocery store that is open 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. Studies show that after 1 a.m., grocery traffic becomes noticeably 
less congested. So, just to be on the safe side, | suggest that you wait until 
1:30 a.m. to begin your grocery shopping. You'll find that other than the 
guy cleaning up with the mop and the night-checker, you'll have the store 
virtually to yourself. In this circumstance, you'll not only have the freedom of 
unencumbered shopping, but quicker checkout as well. Finally, 
| highly recommend choosing Friday night as your grocery 
shopping night, because you will have the distinct advantage 
of sleeping in on Saturday morning. 
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Personalized Accent-Reduction Coaching 


with Beverly A. Lujan, MS — ccc/sip 


Beverly A. Lujan, provides personalized, guided instruction on the pronunciation 
and speaking style of American English: 


° In person, 

e By telephone, 

* One-on-one instruction, 
e With groups, 

° In educational settings, 
° At the workplace. 


Ms Lujan offers a ten-hour individualized course of instruction for $800 that includes: 


° A speech assessment prior to beginning the course. 
e Ten hours of personalized, one-on-one instruction. 
° Additional sessions, if necessary, are available. 


The benefits and features of Ms. Lujan’s course of instruction include: 


° Her expertise as author of The American Accent Guide, 2nd Edition. 


° Having an experienced instructor who has taught English pronunciation 
for 18 years to people from around the world. 


e Having a highly qualified instructor who specialized in accent reduction 
during her formal training in, both B.S. and M.S. from the University of Utah, 
in speech-language pathology. 


® Having an instructor who thoroughly enjoys her work helping clients achieve 
their speech improvement goals for personal or professional reasons. 


® Having individualized training that meets your personal needs, 
employment demands, and personal and professional goals. 


s Having the best and most thorough tool on the market (The Guide) that 
facilitates easy and enjoyable practice between coaching sessions. 


« The ability to make dramatic progress in a very short time, possibly 
achieving total accent elimination within the ten-week period. 


e Ms. Lujan has a success rate over 95%, as rated by her clients. 


Testimonials 


Dear Beverly, 


Thank you for the excellent program you provided over the phone. After I finished few 
sessions, my staff at the clinic were so tmpressed by my English and my patients never have 
to ask me: could you repeat that again? Or what did you say? Say that one more time please. 
Talking over the phone now is much easier and the most important for me now is: I am no 
longer nervous about speaking in groups and meetings. 

Thank you so much, 


Zeydoun Soulayman D.D.S. 


I came from India 9 years ago ..... Even though my English language skills were good, I 
faced challenges communicating at work because of my accent. I wanted to be confident in 
communicating with executives from my company and with client executives, ..... After two 
sessions I knew exactly why I had to repeat what I said, and why people had difficulty 
understanding certain words I said. Working with Ms. Lujan on interactive sessions helped 
me make corrections quite quickly. ......- I can now communicate a lot better and speak with 
confidence, ......+- 


Dev Mudaliar 
VP of Technology 
Teleperformance USA 


Before improving my speech skills with the help of Beverly Lujan, I was not able to function 
well in my job as a manager in bank operations which requires me to train bank officers and 
employees. ......J had studied English in Nigeria since elementary school and had lived in the 
U.S. for 7 years. ..... After only ten weeks of working with Ms. Lujan and practicing with 

The American Accent Guide, people no longer asked me to repeat what J said, My accent has 
definitely improved, and people actually say they like the way I sound. 


. Ihave greatly improved my speech and am now able to achieve my career goals. I also 
have the opportunity to teach economics and business management classes at a community 
college which would not have happened had I not improved my speech skills. 

Stanford Aderigbigbe 

Zions Bank 


I came to the U.S. from Hong Kong 9 years ago, and spoke Chinglish - English with an 
influence of both Chinese and British English. I also spoke fast thinking I would be more 
fluent, but I found that this made my speech more difficult understand. ... 


My experience in training sessions with Beverly was incredibly pleasant. .... Within ten 
weeks, she showed me all the basics of the standard American accent including proper stress, 
intonation, rhythm, vocal patterns, and pronunciation of all the vowels and consonants. She 
also helped me be a critical judge of my speech. I am now able “fine tune” my accent by 
detecting and then fixing my mistakes, She is very patient, very detailed, and very thorough. 
I think it is important to have a professional to give you feedback, provide you guidelines, 
and show you how to make corrections. I definitely recommend Beverly. 


Sherman Tse 
Oracle Developer, Charlotte, NC 
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The American Accent Guide 


AN INTERACTIVE APPROACH 


with 8 hours of audio instruction on CD 


Develop your English communication skills for professional advancement and social situations. This 
comprehensive guide provides you interactive exercises using everyday language. Learn to apply: 


¢ The pronunciation of each sound, sound blends and grammatical segments. 
¢ The rhythm and voice patterns unique to American English. 
Proper stress on words and sentences. 


Used by colleges, universities, language schools and by individuals for self-study 





The most thorough and helpful instruction 

| ever found on English pronunciation 
was in The American Accent Guide. It is 
user-friendly and enjoyable. 


Azadeh Saljooghi 

Ate Trem oes tgh ace) 
Communications Department 
University of Utah, USA 


| feel that The American Accent Guide has 
helped me in many ways. | speak English 
with more confidence, and even my grammar 
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Bo Chen 
Chartered Accountant 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
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a trainer. It has all the tools necessary to 
reduce accent and to develop American 
rhythm and pronunciation. 


Lakshmi Venkatachalam 

LAKSH Institute for Language and 
Pawo m elie] 
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laced the listening section of the TOEFL, thanks 
to The American Accent Guide. It is amazingly 
helpful and has many valuable insights. 


Qais Salem 
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